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"We're not a party... we're having one! 


EXCITING CONTEST WINNER! 


After a deluge of entries for the exciting "Decorate the Doughnut Contest" ad- 
vertised in the last issue, our expert panel of judges have decided on the first 
winner: Sarah Hammel from Portland, Oregon. The "Atomic Fireball" needs an 
oil change and new catalytic converter, which makes the all-expenses-paid trip 
to the anarchist utopia is out of the question right now, so Sarah is gonna have 
to settle for a copy of the PE book "Making Punk a Threat Again. “ Sarah also 
sent in the great artwork in the letters section and on page 19, and she will 
receive a free copy of this magazine for her laborious efforts, 'cuz we're so gen- 
erous! The contest is still on, so go ahead and show off your artistic skills and 
make us look cool. If you need, we'll even send you a blank PE doughnut logo to 
give you a head start. If we print your doughnut, we'll send you free crap too! 
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PRISONER SURS & SPONSORSHIP 


We offer free subscriptions of Profane Existence magazine to those held hostage by the state. We feel 
this free subscription service is important because most prisoners are not in a position to afford such 
luxuries as information from the outside. Because Profane Existence has been recognized as a 
resource for prisoner's struggles, we are receiving ever-increasing amounts of subscription requests. 
Because of the dire financial situation of the Profane Existence Collective, it Is now more important than 
ever that supportfor free subscriptions to prisoners continues. Even an extra dollar when you subscribe 
or renew your subscription would greatly help. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PRISONERS: If this is the first issue of PE that you have received 
because you wrote and requested a copy, you are not automatically added to our permanent 
subscription list. If you have received this as a sample copy, please write and request to be added to 
the list if you wantto continue receiving this magazine. Please inform us as soon as possible about any 
transfers or release dates because the Man won‘t provide us with forwarding information. By keeping 
all of our information current we will be better able to get this magazine to as many people as possible! 

"Superficial minds speak sneeringly of destruction. O, it is easy to 
destroy — they say — but to build , that's the important work. It's 
nonsense. No structure , social or otherwise , can endure if built on a 
foundation of lies. Before the garden can bloom, the weeds must be 
uprooted. Nothing is therefore more important than to destroy. 
Nothing more necessary and difficult. " 

—Alexander Berkman,from The Blast # 1 , January 15, 1916. 






SUBMIT TO P.E! 


This magazine serves to document and 
aid the world-wide anarcho-punkmove- 
ment In order to have the most com- 
plete, international, and up to the minute 
coverage, we need help from contribu- 
tors around the world like you! 

SCENE REPORTS: Back by popular demand, 
we have reinstating the scene reports section of 
Profane Existence. We encourage people to write 
reports about what's gojng on in their area. Please 
be as detailed as possible and provide addresses 
for bands, zines and other cool DIY punk happen- 
ings (venues, stores, mailorders, labels, etc.) We 
would also like some information on political activi- 
ties punks are involved in. DorVt forget to send 
photos!!! 

PROTEST TO RESISTANCE: We have now 
combined our news and protest sections into one, 
all-covering area. Send us information about the 
group which you are involved with: We are looking 
for information about squats, gig collectives, free 
spaces, action groups, etc. which relate to the 
subjects covered in PE. We are also interested in 
over-all coverage of the events in your area and up 
to the minute news of resistance against fascism 
and all forms of oppression. 

LETTERS: We regularly print letters from our 
readers and welcome all feedback on anything 
printed in this magazine or otherwise important to 
the anarchist punk movement or the greater 
struggle against tyranny. 

OPINION PIECES: We have replaced our col- 
umns section with a new opinions section. Aside 
from periodic editorials from the P.E. staff, this 
section is open for general contributions of a 
nature relavent to the content of this magazine. In 
particular, we are looking for well-written, in-depth, 
and researched pieces for this section that con- 
cern current issues and events. 

FEATURE ARTICLES: We will print well- 
written articles of a social or political nature that 
may not fall into our regular sections. All articles 
are welcome, but we will only print ones which we. 
feel are most pertinent to the readers of PE. 

Submissions may be sent to us by email 
with the subject "PE Magazine" to 
trollpe@aof.com 

DEADLINES: Ad deadline for the next issue of 
P.E. is May 20, 1998. Issue out in June. All other 
contributions will be accepted for publication in the 
next issue going to press. 

AD INFO: We wll not print major label ads or any 
ads that we feel are irrelevant to the content of this 
magazine. Please send payment with your ad and 
try to make it the right size! 

1/3 Page (5" x 5" or 2 1/2" x 10") = $60 

1/6 Page (2 1/2" x 5*) » $30 

1/12 Page (2 1/2" x 2 1/2") = $15 
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lof ravinous feasting and mass consumption of cervesa and tequitla. But don't be 
tatarmed! This frightening display of white eyeballs and sadistic grinning can be 
I witnessed almost any Saturday night at about 9.00. For his mad personality he will 
[be awarded a membership to the donut of the month ctub-the gift that keeps on giving! 


PUNK FEST ’98 

JULY 1C & 19th 

A two day festival just outside of Jim Falls. Wisconsin. 
Confirmed bands: Burned Up Bled Dry 

Brother Inferior 

Code 13 

Damad 

Decrepit 

Dreadnought 

Efit 

Misery 
Pay Neuter 

For more into, send a SASE to Profane Existence c/o Old Barnl 
Punk Feet '98 / PO Box 8722 / Mplt..MN / 55408...or watch 
for further news in the next issue of PE. 





RAMONA AFRICA 

...About Mvtvuui AHf-)<u*wd 


The following text is taken from a speech given 
recently in Minneapolis by Ramona Africa, mem- 
ber of MOVE and a former political prisoner. 

People talk about my methods or my energy. I 
get my energy from the people who preach love, 
not hate. Revolution is not synonymous with 
hate. It’s life, all life, human life, animal life, the 
air, the water. We preach freedom, and we are 
intolerant of anything that goes against freedom, 
against life. So, that’s what fuels us.. .love, not 
hate. And, that’s exactly what fuels Mumia. Back 
in the early 1970’s, the MOVE organization was 
born. Demonstrations that lead to brutal beat- 
ings that lead to unjust imprisonment by the cops. 

Mumia became aware of such injustices. 
Mumia became aware of injustices going on not 
only throughout the city of Philadelphia, but also 
throughout the country. At the age of 15, Mumia 
was kicked into the Black Panther Party by the 
cop who beat Mumia and kicked him viciously 
to the point that Mumia understood what police 
brutality is about and he said that he thanks that 
cop to this day for kicking him. That’s where 
Mumia began his journalism carrier, by writing 
for the Black Panther Party newspaper. Mumia 
wrote about issues across the board and he con- 
tinues to do so to this day, because from his cell 
on death row, Mumia has not stopped talking 
about the issues that are important to the people. 
Mumia has never stopped exposing the injus- 
tices, the racism, the inclarity of this system, the 
viciousness of this system. Mumia does it from 
death row, so he is still a journalist. He has writ- 
ten about people that we would have never ever 
have heard about otherwise. He writes about 
situations and conditions that affect us that we 
would not otherwise have heard about. That is 
why Mumia is on death row. 

I think one of the things I need to make clear, 
at an early stage in this talk, is that Mumia is not 
on death row for the accusation of murder, there 
is overwhelming evidence of Mumia’s innocence, 
and if I know that information, the people that 
know it as well if not better than me are the 
people that put him on death row. They know 
what they had to do to put Mumia on death row. 
They know how they had to twist and distort the 
facts to put Mumia on death row. So they know 
that Mumia is not on death row for the act of 
murder. 

Some people say that if he is in jail, he must 
have done something, so, 'shouldn’t he be in 
jail? Doesn’t he belong in jail?' First of all, Mumia 
is innocent, second of all, If guilty people went 
to prison, if that was the attitude of those that 
run this system, then the cops that dropped a 
bomb on me and my family on May 1 3th, burned 
babies alive, burning innocent men, women, ani- 
mals alive, they would be sitting on death row 


next to Mumia. The cops that beat Malice Green 
to death in Detroit would be sitting on death row, 
but they’re not. So, obviously, that is not the at- 
titude of this system. Nevertheless, Mumia is 
innocent. 

There were three basic things that helped 
convict Mumia. One thing was that Mumia was 
licensed to carry a gun, and carried a gun. He 
was a cab driver that worked an all night shift, 
had been robbed. That weapon was a 38 cali- 
ber weapon. That’s the weapon that Mumia car- 
ried. Daniel Falkner was shot with a 44 caliber 
weapon. You cannot shoot a 44 caliber bullet 
out of a 38 caliber weapon. That is what police 
ballistic experts had to admit. 

Secondly, they said that Mumia confessed. 
Daniel Falkner’s partner, Gary Bell, claims he 
was not with Falkner at the time, but he heard 
on the radio that his partner had been shot. So 
he runs to the hospital because, he says, he 
wants to look the person in the face that shot his 
partner. He gets there, he looks at Mumia, leans 
down over him, and he says that Mumia hollered 
out*! shot that m-f’er and I hope he dies’. Thereby 
making a confession. The only problem with that 
is that the arresting officer, Gary Walkshaw, who 
gave his written report of everything that hap- 
pened, from the time that Mumia was arrested 
at 13th and LOCUST, until he went to the hospi- 
tal and was taken into surgery, then on his re- 
port he says the negro man made no comment. 
Said Nothin. Now, are we to believe that this po- 
liceman would lie for Mumia. Would lie and say 
that Mumia said nothing that he confessed and 
said ‘I shot the M-f’er and I hope he dies’? Not a 
chance. 

The doctors who treated Mumia, who was 
with Mumia from the time he came into the hos- 
pital until the time he took Mumia to surgery said 
that Mumia never made any such statement In 
fact, it was basically physically impossible for 
Mumia to have hollered out such a thing, be- 
cause what is not publicized is that when the 
police converged on 13th and Locust, Mumia 
was sitting there bleeding almost to death. A 
bullet from Daniel Falkner’s gun that had entered 
his chest, went through his lung, travelled down 
to his kidney, you know, he was in bad shape. 
Add to that, the fact that when police converged 
there, they picked Mumia up, rammed him head 
first repeatedly into the light post on the corner 
and beat him unmercifully... All I’m saying, is that 
Mumia was in no shape to holler out anything. 

You add to this, the fact that Gary Bell, the 
officer that says that Mumia confessed, didn’t 
remember this for two whole months. Didn’t re- 
member this until February of ,82. The incident 
happened in December ’81 . Now, what cop do 
you know of, whose partner is killed, or any cop 
is killed, and he hears a confession, and he don’t 
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remember? He doesn’t tell anybody. Impossible. 
I’m telling you unequivocally, it’ll never ever hap- 
pen. But this is what they’re saying happened in 
the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal. I mean, you could 
go on, but for anybody that has any conscious- 
ness, you know that the case of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal is one of countless cases where the po- 
lice want to get him and set and example. 

Regularly, your reading in the newspapers 
about people that spent 17 years, 20 years. 
Jeronimo Pratt spent 27 years in jail while the 
LA police dept, and the federal government and 
the FBI, withheld evidence that proves his inno- 
cence. Because they wanted to get rid of 
Jeronimo, wanted to break up the Black Pan- 
ther party. Jeronimo was accused of killing a 
person in Santa Monica, in the Los Angeles area. 

• He was in Oakland. The FBI had the Panther 
Party phone tapped. They recorded his call from 
Oakland into LA. But the tape mysteriously dis- 
appeared. But it was known, because there was 
a record of the tap. They had the phone call, 
they just didn’t have the conversation. They with- 
held it and Jeronimo spent 27 years in jail. 

In Philadelphia, the 39th police district was 
the root of a big police scandal. Corruption. ..it 
came out in the open how they were manufac- 
turing evidence against people. Deliberately 
charging people with trafficing drugs and 
murders.. .setting them up. And these weren’t 
even political people that they were settin’ up, 
and this information came out. And it was found 
out that it wasn’t just the 39th precinct, it was 
rampant throughout the Philadelphia police 
force. You look at any police department 
throughout this country and go further... 

What about Cointelpro, ya know.. ..this was 
the federal government sending letters from one 
revolutionary organization to another to cause 
dissension, to stir up trouble. ..even doing drive 
by shootings and making it look like one group 
was trying to kill another group to cause friction, 
to start fights. Mumia was the target of Cointelpro 
from the age of 15. His FBI file goes back to 
when he was 15 years old. At 17, they tried to 
set him up on a murder charge. They wanted to 
stop him then. The only thing that saved Mumia 
was that he could prove he was at work, he 
punched in. He was at work and they tried to set 
him up. 

I don’t want anybody in here hallucinating 
that people are just saying he’s innocent, you 
know he wouldn’t be sitting on death row, he 
wouldn’t be sitting in prison if he didn’t do some- 
thing. Innocent people go to prison. I’m a living 
example of it. I spent 7 years in prison and I 
didn’t do anything but survive this governments’ 
attempt to kill me. So, let’s understand that in- 
nocent people go to prison everyday. Mumia is 




innocent. 

When we talk about the case of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, we are talking about everything that is 
wrong with the legal system, everything that is 
wrong with the death penalty. Who is it that sits 
on death row? People like Mumia, poor people, 
predominantly people of color, yes. They didn’t 
even ask for the death penalty for OJ Simpson, 
and I’m not saying that they should have, I’m 
saying that they didn’t. So let’s understand who 
goes to prison and who sits on death row. If 
murder was the defining factor then the people 
that dropped that bomb on me and my family, 
and burned babies alive would be sitting on 
death row next to Mumia... but they ain’t. So don’t 
tell me that murder is the issue, not at all. 

It is these kinds of contradictions that the 
case of Mumia Abu-Jamal brings to light. But 
when Mumia does his broadcast commentaries, 
he doesn’t talk about himself, he talks about ev- 
erything that goes on in this country and around 
the world. Mumia writes about the audacity of 
this government to declare war on Saddam be- 
cause he won’t let them go in and look at what 
he has. Are they going to let him come over here 
and go into the Pentagon, I don’t think so. But 
they want to demand to go over there and see 
what he has? I’m saying, Mumia writes about 
these things. He writes about poor people get- 
ting shot down by the police, being arrested and 
put into prison unjustly. This is the voice that 
this government wants to silence because ev- 
erything starts with a thought. And they can’t 
afford to have a Mumia Abu-Jamal putting 
thoughts into peoples’ heads. It would cause 
them to begin to see what this system is doing, 
because once you really see, then you will be 
compelled to do something. That’s what they 
can’t afford, because not only does Mumia tell 
you what is going on, and why it’s going on, he 
tells you the solution. He let’s you know that the 
solution is you. ...that you are the key to putting 
an end to the problems that we see in this soci- 
ety. To the racism, the brutality, the injustice, the 
poverty, the drug problem. We are the solution 
to all of this. 

What Mumia is telling people is that we can’t 
rely on this system, not just in the United States, 
but world wide. I used the example of Saddam 
Hussein, that’s not to say that I’m a supporter of 
him and I believe that he’s a good leader and I 
think that he has the answer. I’m not saying that 
at all. I’m saying that around the world, there 
are problems, and I’m saying that the people are 
the solution. We have to work together, we have 
to talk to each other, to get to know each other, 
with the understanding, that we ain’t each other’s 
enemies. 

Mumia Abu-damal has brought people to- 
gether from around the world. People that would 
have never had come together. He brought 
Catholics with Muslims, with Jews, Black people, 
white people, old people, young people, Latinos, 

, Asians, Indians, ...across the board. Democrats, 
Republicans, rich people, poor people, people 
of all different persuasions. Mumia brought all 
of these people together. Now you tell me that 
ain’t a threat. The government sees the threat, 


that is why he is on death row. 

The question now is; what are we going to 
do about it? Because this ain’t really about 
Mumia, this is about us. Because if we allow 
them to kill Mumia, we have set a very, very 
negative precident. One that would be extremely 
hard to reverse. We will be digging a deeper hole 
for ourselves. Because every time we get ex- 
amples of the viciousness, the brutality, the in- 
sanity of this system that we’re living under, 
and we just mumble and grumble and complain 
and comment on it, and don’t do anything about 
it, we have set a terrible precedent. We have 
left ourselves unprotected. We have left our 
wives, our husbands, our children, our mothers 
and fathers unprotected. Because if we send a 
message to this system that they can bomb and 
burn babies alive, and we don’t do anything 
about it, it’s OK. That’s the message that they 
receive. And then we can’t sit back and wonder 
why this government is so bloodthirsty. 

If we allow them to kill Mumia, with all of this 
international support... We can talk about these 
officials and how treacherous they are, but when 
we point the finger at them, we’ve got to turn 
that finger right back around on ourselves and 
ask ourselves, how did we let things get to this 
point? It didn’t get to this point simply because 
these officials are out of control, we know they’re 
out of control, we know they’ve lost it, 
but... haven’t we lost it if we sit back and see 
these things and don’t do anything about it? 

If you’ve got a child that don’t know what he’s 
doing, and they’re playing with a knife and they 
end up cutting themselves and cutting someone 
else with it, and your sitting there watching it, 
who’s fault is it? The child who doesn’t know what 
they’re doing? Or the person who sees it, knows 
what’s happening, and doesn’t do anything about 
it? 

It is our reasponsability. Mumia’s life is in our 
hands. Our freedom is in our hands. Not in the 
hands of some judge, some kill crazed cop, some 
politician. It’s in our hands. If they were to ex- 
ecute Mumia tomorrow, he ain’t gonna feel noth- 
ing, it’s going to be over for him. I mean, I don’t 
intend to sit back and let that happen, but I’m 
saying, if it did, it would be over for Mumia. He 
wouldn’t feel nothin’ else. But we would reap 
what we sow. We would feel the repercussions 
of that. 

After May 13th, when this government 
bombed MOVE, and there wasn’t a huge out- 
cry, and people didn’t say, ‘this government has 
gone crazy, we gotta’ do something about this’, 
what happened? Next there was WACO, loah 
with Randy Weaver. There was a dramatic in- 
crease in white supremacy activity. I mean they 
took it as a green light. 

They tell you that the police department is 
there to protect, serve and defend. Protect, serve 
and defend who? Not poor people. The police 
department was created to protect rich folks and 
property. And we need to understand...! don’t 
care what kind of situation I find myself in, I’m 
not calling no cop. Ain’t no way! 

We have to start doing for ourselves and for 
each other. We need to understand that what 


we are doing for each other, we’re doing for our- 
selves. We cannot continue to think that some 
official in city hall or in the state house is going 
to take care of everything for us, is going to pro- 
tect us, is going to coordinate our lives for us 
and look out for our interests and make sure that 
everything is all right. We can’t afford to allow 
these authorized gangsters to tell us that we 
have no rights, that it is illegal for us to resist 
their insanity. That’s a lie. We have every right 
and if there is something written on the books 
that says we don’t, then get rid of the book! Be- 
cause everybody has the right to protect them- 
selves, to protect their freedom. 

The foundation of legality in this country is 
the Declaration of Independence. The constitu- 
tion starts out.. ’We the people.’ A government 
for the people, by the people, of the people. The 
Declaration of Independence tells you that when 
this government does not work in the interests 
of the people, when it proves to be a despot gov- 
ernment, that it is not only your right, but your 
duty to confront and if necessary to abolish that 
government to secure your own liberty, to se- 
cure the liberty of the people. That ain’t coming 
from Ramona, that is coming from the Declara- 
tion of Independence and if those in authority 
find a problem with that, then stop celebrating 
the Fourth of July... tear up the Declaration of 
Independence. ..burn the constitution, and let 
people know where your coming from. Put it 
out there, make it clear. 

Don’t tell me that I’m an urban terrorist, a 
criminal, because I defy legalized injustices that 
I see. I celebrate the Nathen Hales?, the Patrick 
Henrys, the Paul Reveres, who you have taught 
me, defied legality. They went to war with cops 
called ‘red coats’, went to war with King George 
of England, went to war with the English gov- 
ernment, and every year these people are cel- 
ebrated as heroes, as freedom fighters. Well 
what makes a Patrick Henry a freedom fighter 
who defied legality in favor of justice and righ- 
teousness, and makes a Ramona Africa, a 
MumiaAbu-Jamal, a Jeronimo Pratt, a criminal, 
an urban terrorist? 

We have to stop allowing this government 
to make us believe that when we see the pris- 
ons busting at the seams, that it’s something 
wrong with poor people. ..that Black people are 
just criminals, that Latinos are just crazy, that 
Asians just can’t make it, that Indians are just 
alcoholics who don’t know what’s going on. It’s 
not true. 

Every problem existing today is existing be- 
cause of this system and if we’ve got crime to- 
day, it’s because we’ve had it from the begin- 
ning. How are you going to lock somebody up 
for stealing a car or stealing money, when you 
stole a whole damn country?! 

We have to start calling these people on their 
contradictions, because if we don’t, they will keep 
thinking ifs all right and Mumia’s life will be lost 
along with hundreds, thousands of other lives 
because it won’t stop with Mumia. It didn’t stop 
with the MOVE bombing. It didn’t stop with those 
poor little Black girls in Alabama. It didn’t stop 




with Julius and Ethal Rosenburg, who were po- 
litical prisoners victimized by this system. 

How many more examples do we need. 
Across this country, the names are endless of 
people that are murdered by this system. When 
are we going to stand up and say “Enough is 
Enough!.”? 

I see people on TV saying ‘I’ll give my life to 
fight Saddam. I wanna wear my uniform. We’re 
gonna go over there and kick butt!”. What about 
the war right here? What about fighting for your- 
self right now? You’re going to put on a uniform 
and a gun and go across the water, messing 
with someone that ain’t done nothing to you but 
right here every day, these cops, these politi- 
cians, these judges, these prison officials, keep 
a foot in your behind and you ain’t ready to fight 
nobody! There is a fight, a war to be waged. War 
has been declared on us and we need to re- 
spond like war has been declared on us. 

You count up the number of people killed by 
this system. People who have been beaten, shot, 
hung by cops, in police stations and on the 
streets. You count the number of people that 
die out in the cold because this system made 
them homeless. The number of elderly people 
that starve to death. Those figures are stagger- 
ing. They rival wartime casualties. 

This type of work is what MOVE has com- 
mitted itself to. We have to throw our muscle 
into this work. If Mumia can do it from death row, 


what extuse could we possibly have? I’m not 
talking about getting out there and being on the 
front line, you don’t have to do that. There are 
front line soldiers. But you have to do something. 
You have to be involved on some level. There 
something that everybody can do. There ain’t 
no such thing as, you don’t have enough time or 
enough money. 

If your a mother and you have a young baby, 
volunteer to watch a group of kids, so that their 
parents can go out and be involved. If you work 
in an office and there is a photocopy machine 
that you have access too, run off flyers and lit- 
erature. That’s important. If you work and you 
don’t want to be involved a lot on a personal 
level, donate $10 or buy some postage stamps 
or buy a phone card to help out with the bills for 
people that are doing this work. Donate a pho- 
tocopy card or some envelopes. If you have a 
computer at home or at work, volunteer to de- 
sign a flyer or e-mail some information. 

There is something that everybody can do. 
Everyone must do something, because if you 
work for your freedom, Mumia’s will come, along 
with all the other freedom fighters that are locked 
up. 

How can we demand respect from anybody, 
when we don’t respect ourselves enough to 
stand up for ourselves? 

MOVE / P.O. Box 1 9707 / Phildelphia, PA 1 91 43 


A BORING BUT IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: 

After a few of us at Profane Existence went to see Ramona Africa speak here in Minneapo- 
lis in February, we decided to print her speach because she had a lot of good things to say. 
Later on, some other political points of view that MOVE hold, as a collective political organiza- 
tion, were brought to our attention. As a collective, we decided that it was important to mention 
a few beliefs MOVE stand behind, in which we strongly disagree. 

One of us called MOVE and spoke with Ramona Africa directly to confirm what we had 
heard. As it turns out, MOVE is in support of all life and is therefore, against abortion. They 
believe that an abortion is nothing more than taking a life. Ramona was also asked about 
MOVE'S views on homosexuality. She stated that this was, "Something that they could not 
'believe' in, because it doesn't promote itself." She also said, "If homosexuality is right, then 
everbody would be homosexuals and there would be no more reprodution, which in turn would 
essentially signal the end of the human race. " 

At PE we see the contradictions between what Ramona said in her speech and the above 
mentioned politics of MOVE. We believe it is the absolute right of any woman to have final 
control over her own reproductive decisions, free from the coercion by religion, economics and 
law. We also believe that it is the right of an individual to have sexual relations with anyone 
they choose, so long as it is a decision made between consenting adults. We talked over our 
points of disagreement at PE and decided to print the speech anyway. We did so because of 
the importance of the ideas and attitudes that she expressed towards an oppressive govern- 
ment, our self-determination, and what that means for our futures, as well as Mumia's. 


DEATH ROW USA: 

DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE 
MORATORIUM ON ALL 
EXECUTIONS! 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATH ROW INMATES 
KNOWN TO LDF: 3,269 

(AS OF JULY 31, 1997) 


RACE OF DEFENDANT: 

. White: 

Blade 

Latino/Latina: 
Native American: 
Asian: 

Unknown: 

GENDER: 

Male: 

Female: 


1,538 (47.05%) 
1340 (40.99%) 
227 (6.94%) 

46 (1.41%) 

23 (.70%) 

95 (2.91%) 


3,218 (98.44%) 
51 (1.56%) 


DISPOSITIONS SINCE JANUARY 1, 1973: 

Executions: 403 

Suicides: 50 

Commutations: 74 

(Indudlng those by the Gov. of Texas 
resulting from favorable court decisions) 

Died of natural causes, or killed while 
under death sentence: 106 
Convictions/Sentences 
reversed: 1610 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 

Fund, Inc 

National Office 

Suite 1600 

99 Hudson Street 

New York, NY 10013-2897 

(212) 219-1900 


SUPPORT: 

International Concerned Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
P.O. Box 19709 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
U.SA 
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TRIBUNAL VERDICT: FREE MUMIA NOW! 

FINDINGS OF THE JUDGES OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR JUSTICE FOR MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 


We And it a fact that those charged are guilty 
of criminal conspiracy to deny Mumia Abu-Jamal’s 
Human Rights and we call for his immediate release, 
with exoneration and compensation. 

We find it a fact that the human and constitu- 
tional rights of Mumia Abu-iamal were blatantly vio- 
lated in numerous and systematic ways resulting in 
his unjust conviction, unlawful incarceration and ille- 
gal death sentence. 

We recommend that a thorough, independent, 
international and impartial judicial investigation, with 
full subpoena powers, should be conducted into the 
historical and current operations of the Philadelphia 
Police Department, particularly in relation to its treat- 
ment of people of color; and into the FBI’s Counter- 
Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO), and all similar 
repressive programs, particularly in relation to their 
treatment of the Black Panther Party, MOVE and other 
political organizations led by people of color; 

A thorough, independent and impartial judicial 
investigation, with full subpoena powers, should be 
conducted into the actions of all Federal, State and 
City elective, judicial and law enforcement officials that 
had any role in relation to the bombing of MOVE 
headquarters in 1985; 

All public officials found responsible for the 
deprivation of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s human rights 
should be removed from office and declared unfit to 
hold such office in the future by reason of their breach 
of public trust; 

We therefore urge the Secretary-General of the 
United States and the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to call for reports on the case of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal from U.N. Special Rapporteurs, especially 


those with jurisdiction over. 

(i) extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions; 

(ii) torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
and punishment; and 

(Hi) independence of the judiciary 

This concludes the document which was, on the 

sixth day of December, 1997 at Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, signed by all the judges. 

JUDGES 

1. Araneu, Francese - Catalonian activist 

2. Arnold, Christoph - has served as senior elder of 
the Bruderhof since 1983 

3. Aziz, Barbara Nimri - Arab-Amerkan journalist and 
activist 

4. Black, John - Ctte. to Free Mumia, Penn State Univ. 

5. Brutus, Dennis - former political prisoner and 
writer in exile from South Africa 

6. Camargo, Gilma - Native of Panama, coordinator 
of the American Assodation of Jurists 

7. Chinoesu, Phile - Philadelphia, Chair Million 
Women March 

8. DuBois, David - son of W.E.B. DuBois, professor, 
Pan Afrikan journalist 

9. Falco-Mairat, Myriam • Paris, Criminal Atty. 

10. Ferguson, Herman - former political prisoner, 
former exiled RAM leader. Now RNA jurist. 

11. Golden, Marita - President, Zora Neale Hurston/ 
Richard Wright Foundation 

12. Gray, Rev. Cecil - Philadelphia activist, Afrikan 
educator 

13. Grevatt, Martha - Union activist, Ohio 


14. Humphrey, Mattie • Longtime Philadelphia prison 
activist. 

15. John Judge - counterintelligence expert 

16. Yuri Kochiyama • Japanese-American activist, 
personal friend of Malcolm X 

17. Lanzmann, Claude - writer, producer, director 

18. Meerpool, Michael - son of Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg 

19. Nkrumah, Gamal - son of Kwame Nkrumah; Pan 
Afrikan Journalist 

2Q. Panzer, Ulf - Judge in Hamburg, Germany, mem- 
ber of Judges 

and Prosecutions for Peace. 

21. Queen Ivory - Almighty Latin King and Queen 
Nation 

22. Washington, Father Paul - Philadelphia activist, 
Church of the Advocate 

23. Weyl, Roland - Member Intn'l Assn, of Democratic 
Lawyers 

24. Wright, Judge Bruce - Retired New York State 
Supreme Court Justice 

25. Wright, Julia - Paris-based journalist, activist; old- 
est daughter of late novelist Richard Wright 

Bookmark http://mumia.org for regular updated 
info on the struggle to save the life of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal and to free all political prisoners/POW’s. 

* AFRIKAN FRONTLINE NETWORK * 

Web: http://afrikan.net 
E-mail: nattyreb ix.netcom.com 
- Sunday, 7 December 1997 - 


‘TEAR DOWN THE PRISONS WALL BY WALL - FREE MUMIA ABU-JAMAL!' 


By Tom Burghardt 
Editor, Antifa Info-Bulletin 
SAN FRANCISCO — Some 3-5,000 demonstra- 
tors marched and rallied in San Francisco on Sat- 
urday to demand freedom for former Black Pan- 
ther, award winning journalist and death row po- 
litical prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

Framed-up by Pennsylvania’s racist “justice” 
system in 1 981 for a crime he did not commit, Abu- 
Jamal continues to sit on death row. A target of 
the FBI’s infamous COINTELPRO program and a 
decades-long vendetta by Philadelphia cops, Abu- 
Jamal is housed in SCI-Greene, a notorious “Su- 
per-Max” high-tech hell-hole. According to Am- 
nesty International’s Secretary General, who heard 
testimony from Mumia on prison conditions in 
November: 

“Death row in Pennsylvania looks and feels 
like a morgue.” Everything is high-tech, and there 
is no human being in sight. From the moment that 
condemned prisoners arrive, the state tries to kill 
them slowly, mechanically and deliberately — first 
spiritually, and then physically.” 

Jump-starting the spirited march and rally, a 
15-foot high “prison” embellished with the names 
of US political prisoners such as Leonard Peltier, 


Sundiata Acoli, Laura Whitehorn, Dr. Mutulu 
Shakur — and a hundred other freedom fighters 
— was torn down. Out of the symbolic wreckage 
of the US prison industrial- complex, a 12-foot gi- 
ant Mumia puppet surrounded by fluttering doves 
symbolizing freedom for all political prisoners, led 
the march to UN Plaza in downtown SF. Demon- 
strators chanted, “Tear down the prisons wall by 
wall, free Mumia Abu-Jamal!” 

The demonstration grew as it snaked through 
the Western Addition. Area residents of this largely 
black working class district lent their support to 
the marchers’ demands by raising clenched fists, 
honking their horns and in general, encouraging 
marchers who denounced racist cop violence and 
state-murder. Many area residents, especially 
youth, joined the demonstration. Unlike previous 
San Francisco mobilizations for Mumia, the cops 
kept a low, though surly profile. 

At UN Plaza, speaker after speaker de- 
nounced a capitalist “justice” system that has 
criminalized a generation deemed “marginal” by 
a “new world disorder” rooted in racism, global 
plunder and exploitation. Speakers included 
former political prisoner and FBI frame-up victim, 
Angela Davis. Ramona Africa — the sole adult 


survivor of the 1985 bombing of the MOVE head- 
quarters in Philadelphia — 13 MOVE members, 
including children were brutally massacred dur- 
ing the assault by the Philadelphia PD. Reginald 
Lewis, a member of the radical Young Comrades 
organization, spoke to the importance of continu- 
ing and intensifying the struggle to free Mumia. 
Christina Vasquez, Director of the Companeros 
del Barrio, a victim of state terror and torture in 
her native Colombia, denounced imperialism and 
made the international connections to US “low- 
intensity warfare” strategies around the world and 
Mumia’s quest for freedom “in the belly of the 
beast.” 

Yesterday’s march and rally was a good be- 
ginning; many marchers felt that it is critical to keep 
up the pressure and turn up the heat until Mumia 
and all political prisoners are free. The Struggle 
Continues! 

Information this page from: 

ANTIFA INFO-BULLETIN (AFIB) 

750 La Playa # 730 / San Francisco, California 94121 / E- 
Mail: tburghardt@igc.org / On PeaceNet visit ANTIFA 
INFO-BULLETIN on pol.right.antifa / or by gopher ~> go- 
pher://gopher.igc.apc.org:7021/11/europe/Viathe Web - 
-> http://burn.ucsd.edu/~aff/afib.html 




JUSTICE FOR CARLOS ADILSON SIQUEIRA! 


O n the 10th of March, 1996, Carlos 
Adilson Siqueira, a Black, male, 23 
years old, was murdered by the neo- 
nazi skinhead group ‘Carecas do Brasil’ (Skins 
from Brazil). Carlinhos worked as a lighting as- 
sistant in the play A Casa do terror (House of 
Terror) which was running in Teatro Gua'lra dur- 
ing the Theater Festival of Curitiba from that 
same year, and he was also a sound man and 
prompter there. 

The murder took place in Largo da Ordem (His- 
torical center of Curitiba), at the Sao Francisco 
Street , nj 90, at Sunday’s dawn when he and 
his friend Joao M. A. S. were coming back from 
work, after another show. 

When they reached Largo da Ordem, in 
Sao Francisco Street, they were attacked with 
words and racists incitements by a group of 
skinheads. Thus, they asked for help to local 
county guards that were there and they told 
them to "ignore those threats" and that "you 
should follow your way”. Just ahead a few 
steps there were shots and Carlos was mur- 
dered with a bullet in his neck. Then, the 
skinheads dispersed. The local guards still 
followed them but they managed to escape. 
Police also informed that they made searches 
in the area but couldn’t find them. 

From the beginning of the investigation, 
authorities have denied that Carlinhos’ mur- 
der involved racist issues, as declared by sher- 
iff Jose Jordao to Folha de Londrina of 3/22/ 
96, where he says: “I do not believe that it was 
a racial crime, but only a case of street riot 
and heavy drinking which resulted in death”. 
In Jornal do Estado, of the same date, there 
was also a feature about the case that goes: 
“Police dismiss racial crime: the death of Black 
lighting assistant Carlos Adilson Siqueira was 
not caused by racism. That's the main conclu- 
sion from the first investigation of the two sher- 
iffs that take care of the case...” For the sher- 
iffs, the fact that they belong to a gang which 
call themselves Carecas do Brasil (Skins of 
Brazil), “has not stimulated the tragic outcome 
of the fight.” 

On several occasions, both media as well 
as authorities have put forward that Carlos 
Adilson Siqueirais murder does not involve 
racial issues and that it is a “simple street 
fight”. But facts and what really happened 
show that the claim defended by authorities is 
not true! 

Besides this murder, skinheads are re- 
sponsible for many others cases of aggres- 
sion and violence in Curitiba, which shows that 
that the neo-nazi group has been acting in an 
organized way for some years in town. Linked 
to extreme right-wing groups, radical nation- 
alists, nazi-fascists and conservatives in gen- 
eral, skinheads act under previous guidance, 
against pre-established targets, accordingly 
studied and traced, things we know from the 



several violent attacks made by that group. Not 
only in Curitiba, but in the whole country, 
skinhead groups have been acting openly, 
preaching racism, discrimination, violence, 
hatred and aggression against blacks, Jews, 
homosexuals, punks, north-easters (people 
that live in north-east of Brazil). It is evident 
that the murder of Carlos Adilson Siqueira in- 
volves racism; Carlos was murdered because 
he was Black. Up to now the skinhead group 
(Carecas do Brasil) has gone unpunished!! 
And that impunity and omission is such that 
as yet the responsible ones for the murder 
have not been taken into trial. 

The ACR (Anarquistas Contra o Racismo 
/Anarchists Against Racism) project together 
with other social movements have denounced 
to society Nazi murders and aggressions. But 
authorities keep denying racism. For that very 
reason, your solidarity and support are funda- 
mental. We ask everyone, be it individually or 
organized in groups solidary with that cause 
to take part in and spread the word about that 
campaign. It consists on writing letters, send- 
ing telegrams, faxes, in order to put pressure 
on authorities, citing the Carlos Adilson 
Siqueira case and also asking the following: 
to take measures accordingly against the mur- 
derers of Carlos Adilson Siqueira. 
Punishment to the skinheads! 

Put an end to impunity! 

Put an end to violence and racism! 

Letters should be sent to the following ad- 
dresses: 

Governador do Estado do Paran- 
(State Governor of Paran-) 

PraAa nossa Senhora da Salete, s/n 
Pal-cio IguaAu - 3j andar 


Curitiba/PR 

80530-909 

Brasil 

fax (00 55 41)254 7345 

Procuradoria Geral do Estado 
(General State Procuracy) 

Rua Marechal Hermes, 999 

Ediflcio Castelo Branco 

Curitiba/PR 

80931-970 

Brasil 

fax (00 55 41)252 7258 

Procuradoria Geral da JustiAa 
(General Procuracy Justice) 

PraAa Nossa Senhora da Salete s/n 

Pal-cio da JustiAa - 6j andar 

Curitiba/PR 

80530-912 

Brasil 

fax (00 55 41)252 2332 

MinistErio da Justi9a (Ministry of Justice) 

Esplanada dos MinistErios 

Pal-cio da Justiga - 4j andar 

Brasllia/DF 

70064-900 

Brasil 

Obs.: We ask everyone to take copies of the 
letters sent and to send them also to our ad- 
dress at ACR, to be added to the dossier that 
we are organizing about the case. 

We are counting on your support! 

Against racism and discrimination! 

ACR/Curitiba 
Cx. Postal 1205 
Curitiba/PR 
80001-970 

ACR/Criciuma 
Cx. Postal 3530 
Criciuma/SC 
88801-970 

ACR/Rio de Janeiro 
Cx. Postal58503 
Rio de Janeiro/RJ 
23512-970 

ACR/Santos 
Cx. Postal 2137 
Santos/SP 
11060-970 

ACR/Sao Paulo 
Cx. Postal 3297 
Sao Paulo/SP 
01060-970 


STAMP OUT NAZI-SKINHEAD HATE CRIMES! 


8 







ANTI-RACIST ACTIVIST FRAMED-UP IN TEXAS PRISONS 


Chris Plummer is an anti-racist anarchist 
activist imprisoned in Texas. After being involved 
with the squatting movement on New York's Lower 
East side in the late 80's and early 90's, he took to 
travelling the country meeting with various libra- 
tory counter-culture groups. During this time, he 
and some friends formed the United Anarchist 
Front, a group designed to carry out actions 
against oppressive institutions. He was convicted 
in 1 993 for his part in an action carried out on a 
Nazi-skinhead house in Houston, Texas. Police 
found Chris' fingerprints at the scene and was ar- 
rested later that year. The action was intended to 
halt the American Front, an openly fascist group 
proud of its record of extreme violence, from 
spreading propaganda in local neighborhoods and 
schools. No one was hurt during the action, only 
the Nazi hate literature was destroyed. Chris faced 
several charges including attempted murder. This 
ridiculous charge was dropped when it became 
clear that Chris would not be terrorized into turn- 
ing in his friends. However, he was convicted for 
Breaking and Entering with Intent to Burglarize. 

Chris did not stop his organizing efforts after 
being imprisoned. The Texas prison system has 
a well justified reputation of being a maelstrom of 
hate, terror, and exploitation. One of the ways 
that control is maintained by the prison adminis- 
tration is by encouraging conflict between the dif- 
ferent races of prisoners. In spite of this environ- 
ment Chris was able to set up a prisoner organi- 
zation called Cell One at Huntsville, also home of 
Texas' notorious Death Row. Cell One's main 
project was the Texas Prisoners Anarchist Lend- 
ing Library. Organizations such as Books- 
Through-Bars in Philadelphia, Books to Prisoners 
in Seattle, plus many other individuals nationwide 
donated books of all kinds to the library. Prison 
authorities and white supremacist prison gangs 
alike were threatened by a library providing radi- 
cal and progressive literature by and about Afri- 
can-Americans, Chicanos, Native Americans and 
poor/working class whites to anyone interested. 
In March of 1997 guards confiscated and then 
"lost" all of the books as well as many of Chris' 
personal possessions under the pretext of a "gang 
activity" investigation. Around this time, intimida- 
tion and attacks from a Nazi prisoner gang esca- 
lated in a murderous assault where Chris had his 
jaw and cheekbone broken and barely escaped 
death. 

In May, 1997 Chris was transferred to the 
Hughes Unit in Gatesville, Texas, where Chris re- 
ported that racial tension and general violence was 
rampant. The Texas Department of Criminal Jus- 
tice chose this unit knowing that a paid "hit" was 
out in Chris' life by Nazi prison gangs. Shortly 
after the transfer he was put on Administrative 
Segregation or 'lock down' for arbitrary and un- 
clear reasons. On August 26 of 1997, Chris was 
again attacked by prison staff. This time in retalia- 
tion for Chris speaking out in support of another 
prisoner, Tony Collins, who had just been convicted 
for possessing a gun. The prison guards had been 
threatening MR. Collins life, not an idle threat in 
the Texas prison system. After Chris had con- 
tacted outside groups and threatened legal action 


to expose this, guards seized and destroyed all of 
his property including valuable legal material. 
Along with various threats to his well-being, he 
was told he was now being charged with con- 
spiracy to smuggle guns into the prison — a bla- 
tant lie and frame-up. 

The guards' further actions can and should 
be defined as torture. For days afterwards Chris 
had to endure repeated strip searches and cell 
searches. In his own words: "I have been pulled 
out of my cell an average of 13 times per 8-hour 
shift. I have not had a solid hours sleep in three 
days. They refuse to allow me to even have 
stamps or writing materials. And I have no doubt 
they will carry out some of their threats." 

Since that time the situation has grown only 
more severe. While the prison authorities have 
relented somewhat in their daily harassment, both 
Chris' incoming and outgoing mail is being heavily 
censored. Letters to and from some of his sup- 
port groups have been seized as "gang-related." 
Neither Chris or his support groups were informed 
of this by prison staff. Still worse, Chris was paid 
visits by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms (ATF) in late October of 1997 and 
was told they will be pressing charges for gun- 
smuggling. A conviction of these charges would 
result in 30 to 40 more years of prison. 

How long can anyone endure these condi- 
tions? Chris has declared to me that he "will not 
do a day of [the new conviction], if I'm convicted 
of this new charge I will hunger strike to the end — 
that’s that." 

We must defend Chris and halt this drawn- 
out, torturous injustice. Not just because Chris' 
life is on the line, but because he is one of those 
who has struggled against injustice to others If 


1) Darren Thruston is a Canadian activist who 
did two years for saving animals from a testing 
lab. Somehow the U.S. authorities found out he 
was down here and he was jail for a few days and 
then deported. He is being followed, harassed, 
and labelled a “terrorist.” He has now lost his job 
because of continual harassment and is now strug- 
gling to survive. Darren is a hero to the animal 
liberation movement. Send donations to: Darren 
Todd Thurston / P.O. Box 78061 / 2606 Commer- 
cial Drive / Vancouver, BC / V5N 1 GB / Canada 

2) TACO (Taking All Capitalists Out) aka Mischa 
Colton. Comrade Taco is involved with organiz- 
ing the Watts Gang Truce and does political work 
at project houses in Watts. He also does security 
work at rallies and peace punk shows in Orange 
County. The police and parole officers took him 
away, saying, “Your organization is not running 
anymore.” They knew he was involved with the 
Gang Truce and the Black Panthers. Taco is a 
political prisoner. We are $750 short of a lawyer 
for Taco. So if 750 readers each can contribute 


we ignore his plight, our own struggles will be much 
weaker. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Please write and call the following authorities: 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
Attention: Charles Meyer 
9009 Mountain Ridge Drive 
Austin, TX 78795 
(512) 349-4545 

Wayne Scott, Director TDC 
P.O. Box 99 
Huntsville, TX 77342 
(409) 295-6371 

Demand that the charges against Chris 
Plummer #677345 be dropped, stop threats and 
harassment, and insist that stolen property be re- 
turned. 

Chris is desperately searching for a lawyer 
to take his case. The prison can easily manufac- 
ture evidence for a frame-up only a lawyer with 
some real concern for the case will be able to beat 
these charges. A public defender is completely 
inadequate. If you can provide any help with this 
search or provide funds to cover the many legal 
costs or simply need more information, please 
contact: 

Chris Plummer Support Group c/ M.L. 

271 E. 10th St. #47 
New York, NY 10009 
(212) 505-8014 

Christopher Lee Plummer #677345 
Hughes Unit 
Rt. 2 Box 4400 
Gatesville, TX 76597 


$1 then it will cover the lawyer fee. To make a 
donation, write: Jang Wuk Lee / P.O. Box 6188 / 
Fullerton, CA 92834 

Also, to all the people who helped at the Soli- 
darity Winter Festival that happened in Orange 
County and LA — Thank You! Much respect to 
Food not Bombs, the Black Panther Party, The 
American Indian Movement, Profane Existence, 
college students, and revolutionaries. 

Let’s not forget Rod Coronado (Indian/ani- 
mal rights activist and political prisoner). He needs 
funds to put out his magazine and/or if anyone is 
interested in doing a benefit gig for him, write: Rod 
Coronado Support Committee / 3245 E. Patricia / 
Tucson, AZ 85716 

My other concern is for comrade James 
Handy (from the Black Panthers Liberation Party 
/ LA Panthers) who went underground and now 
has to live a completely different life-style. I wish 
you good luck and good spirits to be with you. ALL 
POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

From J. Lee / Resist and Exist 


FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED 


After the Southern California Solidarity Winter Festival of 
January 1998, two comrades were arrested: 





BLACK AND GREEN DAYS 



“Black & Green Days” in Tampere, Finland 
In late January , I traveled to this festival in 
Tampere and it was quite different from what I 
(or anyone for that matter) had expected. Po- 
lice managed to provoke some skirmishes with 
their brutal and aggressive behavior. I have en- 
closed a report by Antti Rautianen on the 
weekend's activites. It has been made avail- 
able on the internet at: 

http:ZAvww.dlc. fi/ra velre/tampere. 

On this site there are also some photos, 
check it out if you have the chance. Here are 
the facts that are not found in the personal ac- 
count of events. - jukka 

* Over sixty people got arrested but at the time 
of writing it seems like only 9 of them will face 
charges. The great majority of arrests were 
completely arbitrary and unneccessary. 

• As was to be expected, police fed outrageous 
lies to the press after the events. They spoke 
of “violent anarchists”, “activities led from 
abroad”, “foreign leaders”, “professional 
streetfighters” - you name it! They even made 
up quite amusing stories about “anarchist ring- 
leaders and instigators who lead the events 
from cellular phones!” After beating up the 
young man on Friday night, they tried to main- 
tain the blood that had coloured the snow was 
actually some sort of artificial colour. They also 
regarded the gatherings where people got to- 
gether to get info on the possible new place for 
Saturday night’s gig as illegal demonstrations. 
Overall, the JOUHA-unit (“crowd control unit”, 
read riot squad) seemed to be very eager to get 
to try their tactics in action. 

• The media has given some credit to “our” 
side’s ability to counter the lies of the police. 
As far as I know the first accounts of the unrest 
was on the net the next morning and some com- 
mitted individuals took the task of making and 
maintaining homepages concentrating on the 
Tampere events. However, since the mass me- 
dia has to serve and protect the interests of the 
state it is not surprising that some newspeak 
has been used. For example, of course the 
press couldn't write that the police told blatant 
lies about the Tampere events. Instead they 
wrote that “the activists are seemingly winning 
the information war.” 

* The top police officials have of course con- 
doned the method used by police this weekend. 
They have emphasized the necessity of “preven- 
tative arrests” in order to “keep the situation from 
escalating”. These tactics resulted in somewhat 
of a temporary police state where people got ar- 
rested for such horrible crimes as walking down 
the street, requesting the reason for their friends’ 
arrests, and drunken behaviour (someone got 
done for drunk and disorderly after having drunk 
two beers during the whole day!). A person 
bringing the jacket of her arrested friend to the 
police station was arrested for 36 hours. Being 
a vegan, she didn't get any food during her ar- 
rest. 




A Report from Tampere, Finland, Black & Green 
Days January 23-25, 1998: An eco-anarchist 
gathering turned into a series of small conflicts 
between participators and police. 

by Antti Rautiainen [with some editing by PE for 
clearer translation] 

“Black & Green Days” were planned to be a 
festival in the middle of Finnish winter, three days 
of demonstrations, political music and people. Or- 
ganizers were unregistered radical grassroot groups 
from Tampere (in rough translations): “City for the 
People”, “Right to the Animals”, “Smash the multi- 
nationals”, and “Factory”. Places were local res- 
taurants and offices of the organizations, 
accomidation was in a rented local school and in 
people’s homes. This is a report on how the gath- 
ering became, thanks to many unlucky coinci- 
dences, a series of one of the most brutal police 
violence events in post-war Finland. 

“Black & Green Days” began with a critical 
mass-demonstration, in which most of the people 
walked thanks to the winter weather, ice and snow. 
About 130 people participated in the march with 
banners such as “City for the People” and they were 
shouting slogans such as “Cars spoil air, space for 
humans!”. Police managed to stop and finish ille- 
gal demonstrations with 8 cars, two arrested. In 
the evening there was a concert in the restaurant, 
most of the acts were Finnish punk bands. The 
concert went peacefully and without problems until 



the end, when one older guy, not a participant of 
the festival but a bar customer, started a dispute 
with the doorman. Police were called by the per- 
sonnel and the guy was caught. One drunken 
young guy was mocking police and may have been 
yelling some anti-police slogans. I guess the po- 
lice had had a bad day because they dropped their 
other “customer” and decided to arrest the younger 
guy. 

Police dragged him violently out while hitting 
his head on tables and other furnishings. The young 
guy shouted that he was innocent and resisted the 
police who managed to throw him in the car, but for 
some reason they re-opened the doors (they were 
poorly closed). He ran out from the car, but he 
slipped. A bunch of police officers followed him 
and when he slipped to the ground they started to 
beat him with truncheons and pushed his head to 
the ground. 

When the audience saw the blood spilling to 
the ground, a couple of police cars’ windows were 
broken and people tried unsuccessfully to turn one 
car upside down. Police responded by attacking 
the crowd with truncheons. The dispute ended quite 
quickly. Results were one broke leg and according 
to police sources 7 cops were injured but no proof 
of this was issued. 

The incidents due to police provocation 
weren’t connected with the festival, but on Satur- 
day police started to harrass festival on a big scale. 










Si Riot troops protect their brothers in 
1 1 white sheets in Beloit, Wisconsin 


People with the “wrong” look were photographed, 
arrested and searched without any reason or right. 
In the morning tow buses of demonstrators headed 
to a fur farm near the city, without permission. They 
managed to go over barriers and videotape the 
farm. The farmer panicked and threatened to take 
his shotgun to them but 

On the way back to the city, the bus was 
stopped, searched and everyone was photo- 
graphed and identified. They missed another traf- 
fic demo and a food-not-bombs action. And the 
restaurant refused to hold that evening’s concert. 
It was decided to meet every two hours in the cen- 
ter square, where organizers would inform partici- 
pants if another concert place was arranged. 

At the 7 PM meeting, I saw arbitrary arrests of 
people by police. At least 40 masked police offic- 
ers were present the whole time- they even had 
two ambulances- well prepared to beat activists 
indeed! The crowd was pissed but not provoked 
and in all first three meetings there weren’t any 
special disputes with the police. 

At 11 PM, tension broke out. Some of the 
people were a bit drunk and they started to sing old 
Finnish fighting songs very loudly. Police block- 
aded about 40 participants in front of the church at 
the central square and didn’t let people leave. Po- 
lice used dogs, and people not able to run away 
were beaten with force and handcuffed. Police had 
the ability to use CS-gas and watercannons, but 
they didn’t get that far. A couple of people were 
seriously bitten by the dogs. At least 40 people 
were arrested and there were lots of small injuries. 
At least one police car’s window was broken. 

There were lots of local people in the square 
and many of them were on the activists’ side. Po- 
lice started to realize that they has screwed up and 
they slipped away quite fast. 

That night in jail occurred an event unusual in 
Finland but in the whole world far too normal. One 
demonstrator was shouting very rude anti-police slo- 
gans while still in the police car. One cop, around 
40 years old, got really angry and tightened the 
handcuffs until his hands started to bleed. He took 
the guy to the jail and forced him to the floor. The 
cop shouted and kicked the guy about ten times in 
the face. “Fuck I would like to kill you, fuck I hate 
civilserviceman-faggots like you, are your a fuck- 
ing cool guy now?” He threatened to kill the guy 
and kicked and hit him, all the time shouting, “Are 
you a cool guy now?” and so on. He put his shoe 
in front of the guy’s head and said, “Do you see 
that shoe, should I kick?” The torture continued 
for 10-15 minutes and it ended when an elder po- 
liceman arrived. The torturer-cop went away and 
the elder one had problems opening the handcuffs 
because they were so tight. 

On Sunday there were workshops and one 
demonstration against McDonalds. It was quite 
peaceful, but police again made problems with lim- 
iting the time and arresting people without ID-cards. 

According to police sources, the aftermath of 
the weekend was 7 injured cops and 4 damaged 
police vehicles. I think police tried to exaggerate 
these figures because they have to justify their fool- 
ish over-use of force. From one video made by 
activists, I spotted only one broken policecar win- 


dow and no police hurt. We who participated have 
had a big change in our image of Finnish society. 
During two nights, Finland, which had so far been 
the only safe place in the world with fuck-headed 
but still some humane cops, has become a similar 
kind of neoliberal police-state as the rest of the world 
has been for years. 

Our demand for a neutral investigation has 
gone through the media and the Human Rights 
League is really interested about the events. If we 
need appeals to Finnish officials, I’ll send more in- 


formation. 

I wouldn’t call the incidents a riot, but the Finn- 
ish media has spread fear-propaganda widely. It 
still would be quite a miralce if we don’t manage to 
make police behaviour some kind of scandal. 

Although repression is growing in Finalnd, we 
also have the force to fight back. The complete 
number of Black & Green day participators was 
extimated as many as 350, which is a lot although 
many of them were more interested in music than 
politics. But the struggle continues! 


MIDWEST ACTION REPORTS 


by Kim 

1) On December 6, 1997 the Ku Klux Klan held a rally 
in Beloit, Wisconsin. The rally was scheduled for early 
afternoon at the courthouse, but the town was hoppin’ 
with protesters as early as 8 a.m. Hundreds of anti- 
facists beat the Klan to their own defeat. People came 
from all across the midwest to make sure this hap- 
pened, including several Anti- Racist Action coali- 
tions as well as members of the Black Panther Party 
and Communist Parties. Many locals voiced their 
opinions; I remember an elderly man marching with 
a sign which read “STOP THE KLAN”. He said he had 
been at it since sunrise and wouldn’t stop until the 
scum were out of his town! All non-racist groups met 
at the city hall parking lot around 11 a.m. (After 
harassing some kkk supporters in the McDollars 
across the street). At least 6 busloads of riot cops 
had passed us on their way to the courthouse to pro- 
tect the kkk from us. In no time we all headed toward 
the rally at the corthouse; a 1,000 strong, marching 
with banners and signs, eager to see their turnout. 
Suprisingly enough, there were no more than 50 neo- 


nazi’s. Supporters were spit on, hit, kicked and yelled 
at while trying to approach the courthouse. A total of 
11 were arrested by the end of the klan’s rally, which 
was cut short due to our resistance. This was my 
first experience with the Klan and the hugest, most 
powerful demonstration I’ve taken part in. 

2) Over 200 people marched against police brutality 
on January 19, 1998 down the southside streets of 
Minneapolis. The main purpose for this rally was to 
demand freedom for Andre’ Madison and to drop the 
charges against 15 year old Lawrence Miles, Jr, and 
prosecute the police who shot him in the back! A few 
days after this rally the charges were dropped against 
Lawrence, but Andre’ is still being held at this time. 
This has been the most recent of several demonstra- 
tions against the Minneapolis P.D., which is quite 
known for being totally out- of-control! A Saint Paul 
cop was even heard saying: “It’s a shame what they’re 
doing over there in Minneapolis.” A rally followed in 
a nearby church were community members spoke 
for two and a half hours on related topics of oppres- 
sion, racism and capitalism. This action recieved a 
good amount of coverage from local newspapers and 
radio stations. This is a small (but definite) victory 
on our part! 


3) On January 22, 1998 a handful of Pro-Choice ac- 
|| tivists disrupted a large anti- choice gathering of 
fl| 3,500 to 4,000 fundi’s by pushing over their display 
f|j tables and running off with their signs. This year 
|I marks Roe vs. Wade’s 25th Anniversary which hap- 
\ || pens to be the perfect time to show resistance 
against anti- women task forces and religious fanat- 
ics who do whatever they can to take choices away 
'J|| '<■* from women! This small, although worthwhile, ac- 
% tion took place on the capital steps of Saint Paul, 
Minnesota around 11 :30 a.m. 


TURNS BLACK AND BLUE 







Violence in Chiapas Continues... 


"Key objective: "To destroy the relationship of support 
which exists between the population and the transgressors 
of the law... military intelligence services should secretly 
organize certain sectors of the civilian population ... ranch- 
ers... small businessmen... individuals... train and support 
self-defence forces or other paramilitary organizations... in 
cases where self-defense forces do not exist, it is neces- 


YA BASTA1 


A report on the latest results of the investigation of Acteal. 

Communique from the Indigenous Revolutionary Clandestine Commit- 
tee, Gewneral Command of Zapatista Army of National Liberation. 
Mexico, December 23, 1997 


sary to create them" 

Seventh Military Region, Mexican Federal Army, Tuxtla Gutierrez, 
Chiapas 


To the people of Mexico: 

To the peoples and governments of the world: 
To the national and international press: 
Brothers and Sisters: 


Aided by a graduate of the School of the Americas in the 
United States, General Jose Ruben Rivas Pena. 1980 graduate, the 
Mexican Army has been implementing a counterinsurgency 
strategy which would reveal itself upon the massacre of 45 Indian 
men, women and children on December 22, 1997. 

The massacre served to advance their military objectives. On 
January 3 of 1998 the Mexican military carried out illegal incursions 
into Zapatista communities, thus violating the national Law for 
Dialogue, under the guise of searching for any weapons possible 
used in the massacre. The government response to the massacre: 

1) Has created terror , demoralization and disruption of the indig- 
enous communities who are the support bases of the Zapatistas. 
More than 7000 community members in northern Chiapas are now 
refugees as the result of the reign of terror by paramilitary groups. 

2) Provoked and attempted to humiliate the Zapatistas militarily by 
intruding into strategic bases such as La Realidad and Oventic. 

3) Attempted to isolate the Zapatistas from the social sectors 
supportive of the indigenous communities. Most blatant is the 
direct attack on the Diocese of San Cristobal with accusations that 
the CONAI "provoked violent acts by distributing false reports 
against the military. " 

4) Created a rationale for an attempt to forcibly disarm the Zapatis- 
tas under the guise of " ending inter-community violence." 

5) Created a rationale for significantly increasing the military 
presence in Chiapas through 6000 additional troops, 20 new 
military checkpoints, several new military camps around the 
Zapatista Aguascalientes. 


In relation to the massacre of indigenous people in the community of Acteal, 
municipality of San Pedro of Chenalho, Chiapas realized yesterday, December 
22 of 1997 the EZLN points out: 

FIRST. According to information compiled until today, about 60 paramilitaries of 
the Institutional Revolutionary Party (sponsored by the federal and state govern- 
ments) were the ones who attacked the indigenous with high caliber weapons. 
Among them were refugees of Acteal. 

SECOND. As a result of this attack which lasted up to four hours, at least 45 
indigenous people were assassinated, among them 9 men, 21 women and 15 
children (one of them an infant less than a year old). In addition to the dead the 
wounded counted among them 7 men (4 children) and 10 women (4 of them are 
little girls). 

THIRD. According to radio transmissions of the government of Chiapas (inter- 
cepted by the EZLN) in the immediate surrounding of Acteal at the time at which 
the massacre was being carried out, public security police of the state of Chiapas 
backed up the attack and during the afternoon and evening dedicated themselves 
to picking up cadavers in order to hide the magnitude of the massacre. Misters 
Homero Tovilla Cristinani and Uriel Jarquin (Secretary and Subsecretary of the 
government of Chiapas respectively) commissioned the police to back up this 
crime. Mister Julio Cesar Ruiz Ferro was constantly informed of the development 
of the "operation" (at least since noon of the 22nd day of December, when the 
massacre was an hour old). Approved by the federal and state government, the 
attack was fine-tuned on the 21st of December in a meeting of paramilitaries (led 
by Mister Jacinto Arias, PRI municipal president) of the communities of Los 
Chorros, Puebla, Esperanza and Quextic, all of them municipalities of Chenalho. 
FOURTH. The direct responsibility for these bloody events fall upon Ernesto Zedillo 
Ponce de Leon and the Justice Ministry, who, two days ago, gave a green light to 
the counterinsurgency project presented by the Federal Army. 

The aim of this project is to displace the Zapatista war and make it appear to 
be a war among the indigenous, motivated by religious, political and ethnic differ- 


The spin doctors have already begun their work in response to 
the massacre. "Government on all levels is to blame [for the 
massacre] as are the Zapatistas for rebelling without the means to 
win or defend themselves" writes the government mouthpiece 
Jorge G. Casteneda. The Los Angeles Times claims the replace- 
ment of the Interior Minister signals a new approach that will 
"alleviate" the problems in Chiapas. Both the LA Times and most 
mainstream media have little or nothing to say about the incur- 
sions which occurred on January 3. The silent war will become a 
deafening silence as most of us are forced to comb through the 
war of words designed to confuse and demoralize us. 

The war in Mexico now takes the ominous turn which has 
been expected for a long time. The decision is clear; the powerful 
machine which the Zapatistas challenged by daring to think that as 
Indian people they have the right to live with dignity will now 
proceed to rip the land, its people and their hopes to pieces. The 
outcome however has not been decided. The outcome depends on 
people like ourselves. Will we stand by and allow another slaugh- 
ter to occur? Will we be able to see beyond emotion of outrage 
and grasp that military solutions occur when a system has 
exhausted political options? This war is being conducted because 
the Mexican system is weak, and the United States will once again 
throw its support behind a rotting system if we allow it to count on 
our passivity. We must acknowledge the strength which is on our 
side and continue to stop this war. Four years to the day that the 
first phase of this war began, the need to demand a new cease-fire 
is even more pressing. 


ences. 

In order to carry this out, they have dedicated themselves to financing equip- 
ment and weaponry (through funds of the Social Development Ministry) and giv- 
ing military training (led by officials of the federal army) to the indigenous re- 
cruited by the Revolutionary Institutional Party [PRI]. 

In order to allow time for these death squads to get ready, the Mexican 
Federal Government designed a parallel strategy of simulated dialogue, which 
consists of carrying out negotiations without any intention of carrying out what 
had already been agreed to, and by increasing military presence in Zapatista 
zones. 

The government of the state of Chiapas was put in charge of guaranteeing 
the impunity of paramilitary groups and facilitating their operation in the principal 
rebel zones of the North, the jungle and the highlands of Chiapas. 

FIFTH. In this way the federal and state governments, the Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party and the Federal Army joined forces. Their objective is synthesized 
by the "war cry" of the paramilitaries called the "Red Mask". "We are going to put 
an end to the Zapatista seed", in other words "We are going to wipe out the 
indigenous communities." 

SIXTH. As part of the style of government and demonstration of his "will for peace" 
through diverse channels, Mister Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon has sent threats 
to the general command of the EZLN with the following message "I prefer to go 
into history as a repressor before implementing the agreements with the EZLN". 
He has carried out his word. Zedillo has gone into history as an assassin of the 
indigenous and has the blood of Acteal on his hands. 

SEVENTH. The prompt attention of , the media in Chiapas and the just indignation 
of national and international public opinion in response to these events, has made 
the mastermind of the crime scramble to the forefront in order to wash their hands 
of it and promise "in-depth" investigations. They will not punish those who are 
responsible, impunity is guaranteed because those who investigate the crime are 
the same ones who planned it. For these reasons, the declarations of Mister 





ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 


Zedillo and his subordinates are nothing more than demagogy. 

EIGHTH. Using the motive of the massacre of Acteal, the government and its 
spokespeople call once again to dialogue without mentioning the fact they have 
no intention of fulfilling any agreements but rather advancing their 
counterinsurgency strategy. In this sense, the recent and ridiculous declaration of 
the COCOPA (which decided to go on vacation instead of working for peace) in 
regards to Acteal. The legislators forget that it is the government which is assas- 
sinating children, women and men, that it is the government which is using weap- 
ons, that it is the government which refuses a serious dialogue. It is to the govern- 
ment that they should direct themselves when they talk about not resorting to 
violence, and about the necessity of dialogue. 

NINTH. Once again the EZLN calls upon national and international civil society 
and upon independent organizations to not be deceived, to demand true justice 
and not pretensions. 

TENTH. The Indigenous Revolutionary Clandestine Committee, General Com- 
mand of the EZLN is at these moments completing its investigation and analyzing 
what has occurred in order to make the pertinent necessary decisions. 

DEMOCRACY! LIBERTY! JUSTICE! 


Translated by : Cecilia Rodriguez, NCDLJ 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

December 23rd of 1997. 

Villagers of Acteal approached the CONAI in order to reveal the identities of 
the principal aggressors of the massacre of Acteal known as "commanders". They 
are: From Acteal Alto: Sebastian Luna Perez, Juan Luna Perez and his son Juan 
Luna Perez, Ignacio Guzman Perez and Jose Perez Perez. Quextic: Javier Luna 
Vazquez, Manuel Vasquez Ruiz, Bartolo Perez Quin and Victorio Vasquez Perez. 
Los Chorros: Javier Mendez Perez y Juan Perez Entzin. Eleven of the aggres- 
sors presided over the meeting of the 21st of December in preparation for the 
attack on Acteal. They can be found in Los Chorros, because they are members 
of that community. La Esperanza: Moises Luna Perez. Pechiquil: Antonio and 
Mateo Perez Perez Tzajalucum y Chimix: Ignacio Gutierrez Perez and Romeo 
Velazquez Luna. 


Source: National Commission for Democracy In Mexico 

' E-Mail: moonlight@igc.org 

Web: http://www.igc.apc.org/ncdm/ 


US TRAINS THOUSANDS OF MEXICAN OFFICERS 



The US is now training Mexican officers at rate 
of 1,067 a year at 17 bases around the US, accord- 
ing to a front-page report in the Washington Post on 
Feb. 26. Although in the past the Mexican military 
has resisted large-scale US training programs, Mexico 
now has officers being trained in the US Army School 
of the Americas (SOA) at Fort Benning, Georgia; in 
the Fort Rucker, Alabama helicopter instruction pro- 
gram; in an intelligence program at Bolling Air Force 
Base in Washington, DC; and at 14 other sites. In 
addition, the US Central Intelligence Agency is train- 
ing an elite 90-member intelligence unit. 

The Post says that "the most specialized of the 
field training" is given by the US 7th Special Forces 
Group at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Over the past 
18 months 252 Mexican officers have taken a 12- 
week course at Fort Bragg in "helicopter assault tac- 
tics, explosives, rural and urban warfare, and opera- 
tional intelligence gathering and planning." Another 
1 56 officers are to be trained this year. [The nonprofit 
news agency Nuevo Amanecer Press (NAP) reports 
that a total of 3,200 Mexican soldiers were trained at 
Fort Bragg from fiscal 1 996 through fiscal 1 997 - see 
Update #214]. The Fort Bragg graduates are the 
"backbone" of Mexico's new elite Airborne Special 
Forces Groups (GAFE), according to the Post. 7th 
Special Forces Group commander Col. Ed Phillips 
says that the training is "expressly counter- narcot- 
ics, because we are not allowed to do" 
counterinsurgency training. But other US officials 
admit that the tactics taught are similar to 
counterinsurgency tactics. SOA - notorious for the 
training of human rights abusers like El Salvador's 
Maj. Roberto D'Aubuisson and Nicaragua's Gen. 
Anastasio Somoza Debayle - also insists that its train- 
ing of Latin American officers is now focused on anti- 
drug operations rather than counterinsurgency. [WP 
2/26/98] 

Mexican and independent journalists have sug- 
gested that US military training may be connected to 
the rise of rightwing paramilitary groups in the south- 
eastern state of Chiapas; the creation of paramilitary 
groups is an important component of U.S. 
counterinsurgency doctrine 

In discussing the training of GAFE officers, the 
January 1996 issue of the Fort Bragg magazine Spe- 
cial Warfare wrote that a "particularly heavy empha- 
sis is being placed on those forces that will be lo- 


cated in the states of Chiapas and Guerrero, where 
'special airborne forces' will be set up." The Prism, 
an independent monthly published in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, notes that both US and Mexican au- 
thorities concede that Mexican drug activity is con- 
centrated in northern Mexico; the southern states of 
Chiapas and Guerrero are centers of operation for 
Mexico's two main rebel groups, the Chiapas-based 
Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN) and the 
Revolutionary Popular Army (EPR), which first 
emerged in Guerrero. 

The 7th Special Forces Group's main field of 
action is Latin America. Its Web page boasts that the 
group "drafted the initial plan for US military trainers 
in El Salvador" and "played a critical role in helping 
the Salvadoran military grow... to a counterinsurgency 
force of 55,000 men under arms." In addition, the 7th 
Group "played a very important role in preparing the 


Honduran military to resist and defeat an invasion 
from Nicaragua" and "also assisted the Honduran 
forces in [constructing] their own counterinsurgency 
operations and ultimately defeating the Honduran 
communist-supported insurgency." Later the 7th "be- 
came involved in counter-narcotics operations in the 
Andean Ridge countries of Venezuela, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia," and then "participated in 
Operation 'Just Cause’ to restore democracy in 
Panama." Its slogan is "Lo que sea, Cuando sea, 
Donde sea"-"Anything, Anytime, Anywhere." 

[Prism March 1998, advance copy] 
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ABC MO RIO NEEDS TO RAISE H30.000 TO RENOVATE OOR BUILDING AND DEVELOP |T INTO A COMMUNITY CENTER FOR TOE ARTS. 
ABC MO RIO IS A 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION, CONTRIBUTIONS ARE FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
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Support libertarian prisoner 

Rafael Ballarin 


The support committees of Rafael Ballarin 
wants to bring to your attention the serious injus- 
tice this young man is suffering. Rafael is from a 
small town close to Graus in Northern Spain, he 
worked as a farmer and has no criminal record. 

On the evening of the 1st of December 
1996, Rafa and his girlfriend Valle were walking 
through a main street in Madrid when they were 
brutally attacked by a gang of 7 neo-nazi 
skinheads. They were both knocked to the floor 
under a hail of blows from chains, sticks and steel 
toe-capped boots. Under this savage assault 
Rafa pulled out a small knife and tried to defend 
them both with it. Rafa stabbed one of the at- 
tackers, who died instantly. After this Rafa and 
his girlfriend managed to run away from the fas- 
cists. Three days later the police arrested Rafa 
and he was taken to prison. He is currently await- 
ing trial. 

Press coverage of this incident was limited 
to the police version of events where Rafa was 
described as a “dangerous punk” who without 
reason, attacked some “helpless students”, re- 
ducing the whole incident to a weekend fight. In 
fact this is not true at all, these “young students” 
are in fact a dangerous ultra-fascist group and 
some of them have criminal records for similar 
aggression. 

This “dangerous punk” is a young man from 
a small town near the Pyrenees. The mortal 
wound that killed one of the Rafa’s attackers was 
no more than 1 centimeter deep, which shows 
that Rafa didn’t intend to kill anyone. 

Would the judge have preferred Rafael and 
Valleto have been killed by fascists like many 
other people over the last few years such as 
Dacid Martin, Ricardo Gonzalez and Guillem 
Aguilo? 

We consider that Rafa had the legitimate 
right to defend himself in this situation where his 
own life and that of his girlfriend were in danger. 
We demand his release and complete acquittal 
at the next trial. We also demand the immediate 
dissolution of fascists groups who are involved 
in increasingly more violent attacks throughout 
Spain. 

We ask for all people reading this leaflet to 
support Rafa by sending him messages of soli- 
darity to: 

Rafael Ballarin Bergua 

C.P. Madrid III, Carretera Pinto-S Martin de la 
Vega km 5 

Valdemoror 28 340 (Madrid) 

Spain 

For more information and to get involved with 
the actions that will take place to support him 
during the trial he will have to suffer, please con- 
tact: 

Comite de Apoyo a Rafael Balarin-C.S.L.- Coso 
186, Spain 

Coordinadora de Apoya a Rafael Ballarin- Ap 
184, Huesca, Spain 

Thanks in the name of Rafa for all your support. 




FOOD NOT BOMBS SAN FRANCISCO 
PRESENTS: SOUPSTOCK 

We are writing to invite you to Soupstock, the 18th an- 
niversary of Food Not Bombs and requesting you to 
list/announce this event. Remember us — we are the 
daily servers of free vegetarian meals in U.N. Plaza to 
oppose war, poverty, and hunger. Soupstock is a free 
concert with free food and free fun! Food for the mind, 
body, and spirit. Come join us on Saturday, April 25, 
1998 from 11:30 a.m. fo 6:00 p,m. at the band shell in 
Gold Gate Park. Hope to see you. For more informa- 
tion please call (650) 986-7087 

1998 INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI- VIVISECTION CONFERENCE 
May 6-10 Portland, Oregon 

There needs to be an organized international anti- 
vivestion movement which will have a profound effect 
on the research community as we enter the year 2000. 
Liberation Collective is organizing a conference in Port- 
land, Oregon, USA, to formulate strategies of unifica- 
tion and effectiveness within this movement. The con- 
ference will focus on the following: 

• Effective unification of the grassroots movement. 

• Issues relating to the vivisection subject. 

• Strategies for effectiveness. 

• Achievable goals. 

• Campaigns. 

With these areas of focus we intend to have a five 
day gathering, May 6-10, complete with lectures, panel 
discussions, workshops, demonstrations, and more. 
Our intention is to bring delegates from each organiza- 
tion around the globe together to build an effective move- 
ment which WILL achieve results. For more informa- 
tion contact: 

Liberation Collective 
P.O. Box 9055 
Portland, OR 97207 

Tel: (503) 525-4975 libcoll@aracnet.com 
Fax: (503) 525-4880 www.aracnet.com/~libcoll/ 

GLOBAL STREET PARTY 
Saturday 16th May 1998 

Since its politicized reappearance in London in 
1 995, the street party has been erupting across the world 
with its collision of love and rage, carnival and revolu- 
tion, politics and party. From Leeds to Sydney, 
Amsterdam to Edinburgh, Berlin to Tel Aviv, thousands 
of people have banished the car, danced defiantly, trans- 
formed private space and created their own local festi- 
vals of resistance. 

GLOBAL STREET PARTY 

There is now growing energy for the idea of a 
‘transnational’ day of Street Parties, with different groups 
across the world holding events simultaneously. 1998 
will be a busy year for world leaders and corporate vam- 
pires in their ceaseless drive for profit. So let’s make it 
a year they’ll never forget: a proposal has come from 
London (UK) and Turku in Finland to hold a Global Street 
Party on Saturday 16th of May. How about it? 
GLOBAL CAPITALISM.. 

This date coincides with the 1998 G8 meeting in 
Birmingham (UK), where world leaders of the eight larg- 
est economies meet to make decisions about the future 
of the planet and its peoples. They will then fly to Geneva 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of GATT. There they 
will sign more agreements which will enable them to 
wrench ever more power and control away from local 
communities and siphon it into the self-appointed dicta- 


torship that is the World Trade Organization. 

GLOBAL RESISTANCE.. 

People everywhere are rebelling against these 
global forces, and mid-May will see countless world- 
wide protests. As part of this, a transnational’ Street 
Party has the potential to be a defining movement of 
resistance. Imagine the kick of taking back your street 
in the knowledge that all over the world similar acts of 
defiance are taking place... imagine a web of resur- 
gence/defiance reaching across tie world May 16th and 
beyond. 

GLOBAL CAPITALISM: GLOBAL RESISTANCE! 

Let us know what you think: the more groups that 
get involved the greater the momentum will be. Time is 
short, so please try to respond to this idea as soon as 
possible. We can act as a contact point for the move- 
ment and bounce ideas back to those who register their 
interest. 

Thanks a lot... 

London Reclaim the Streets 0171 281 4621 

P.O. Box 9656 rts@gn.apc.org 

London N4 4NL 

Great Britain 

web: http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/campaigns/rts.html 
ASYLUM: A PUNK/HARDCORE CONVERGENCE 
June 17-23, 1998 • Eugene, Oregon 

Asylum was bom of the widely held idea that the 
punk/hardcore community has, for too long, reveled in 
it’s own inaction, apathy, and inherent contradictions, 
and that some pro-active measures need to be taken in 
order to preserve the energy and rebellion of our sub- 
culture from falling to the proverbial wayside of impo- 
tent commercialization and perpetuating frustration as 
befell our subcultural ancestors. This convergence is 
intended to draw individuals from all margins of the punk/ 
hardcore community together for a week of intense 
networking, discussions, skill/knowledge sharing, and 
fun under an explicitly political focus of creating a more 
active, viable, and enjoyable community of resistance. 
THE LOGISTICS: 

Asylum will be born in mid-June with the estab- 
lishment of an autonomous zone in the Cascadian wil- 
derness just outside of Eugene, from which the conver- 
gence will be based. In order to keep Asylum from be- 
coming merely another extended punk party and in rec- 
ognition of the fact that there is so much more to punk/ 
hardcore than just music, there will not be an overabun- 
dance of bands playing (potentially four a day) and there 
will be a strict no alchol, no drugs, no violence policy. 
In keeping with the principles of anarchist organizing 
and equality, all decisions will be made collectively and 
the entire gathering will be free. This means that ev- 
eryone in attendence is responsible for contributing to 
the success of the gathering, be it cooking, organizing, 
taking inititative to lead workshops, etc. Note: The Earth 
First! Rendezvous will be held the week after, so stick 
around for more fun... 

What you can do: Join the organizing collective 
and participate in the decision-making process via mail, 
telephone, or e-mail. Talk to bands, political groups, 
and knowledgeable folks about playing and/or leading 
workshops or discussions. Spread the word, make fli- 
ers, or otherwise help promote this. Send money 
(Sounds shitty, but postage ain’t free). Send sugges- 
tions on subjects, ideas, bands, etc. Come out early 
and help us set everything up. Bring food and sup- 
plies. Putadsinzines. Get actively involved. Increase 
the pressure... 

The Antipathy Collective tac@efn.org 

P.O. Box 11703 (541)431-8080 

Eugene, OR 97440 • USA 
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BUM 9/9/93 to 1 1/24/97 | 

He wens my best friend. We spent four years =i 
together and it was the best time of my tife. i'tt i 
never forget him. Rest in peace my friend. (Stef) 4 


JAIMES RAY CAM JR. 1974 TO 1998 

You live on in the hearts of so many. 
...Love Alan, Sheila, Aiftber, Valerie, tit 
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BOMB THE SUBURBS 


By joe I 

T here are two facts you need to know about 
living in the city. 

1) White folks don't want to live near Black 

or Brown people. One Black family on the block 
is all right, but as soon as two move in, white folks 
get nervous. By the third family, whites have called 
their realters. The fourth family of color can pretty 
much choose any house on the block, because 
by then every white person who can afford it has 
high-tailed it to whiter parts of town. 

This, friend, is how the suburbs were born. 
They were created for one reason: white fear of 
Black or Brown people. 

Statistics tell the sad truth. From 1 960-1 977, 
four million whites moved out of central cities, while 
the number of whites living in the suburbs in- 
creased by 22 million. During the same years, 
the inner city Black population grew by six million, 
but the number of Black people living in the sub- 
urbs grew by 500,000. By 1993, eighty-six per- 
cent of whites living in the suburbs lived in places 
with a Black population below 1 %. 

Vlearly, suburbs exist as a safety zone for 
the white race. They preserve the strongest tax 
bases, the best schools, the highest property val- 
ues, the nicest shopping malls, and the best law 
enforcement for whites. And that is why we must 
destroy them. 

2) Some white folks are moving back to 
the cities again, but they still don't want to live 
Black or Brown people. Recently, a few whites 
have become bored with the sanitized suburbs 
they grew up in, so they're going back to the inner 
cities. This would be fine except the first thing 
they usually do after they move in is establish 
neighborhood associations, historic districts, and 


blockwatch patrols, all with one goal: purge the 
neighborhood of all "undersireable elements," i.e 
poor folks and especially people of color. . 

These urban pioneers are so arrogant that 
they think they're doing everyone a favor by living 
in the city. White homeowners in Central Phoe- 
nix, for example, are so thrilled with their efforts to 
"stamp out grafitti," increase police presence, and 
raise property value that they pretend not to no- 
tice that they are slowly driving out all the Chicano 
and African American people from the area. 

It never occurs to these turds that many 
people believe the police are more threatening 
than criminals, that high property values and good 
neighborhoods are not the same thing, and that 
some people like grafitti. 


In both cases, people deny charges of rac- 
ism. The urban pioneers just want "safe streets" 
and to protect their "investment." The suburban- 
ites just want their kids to go to "good schools" 
and to raise them in a "safe environment." 

This is exactly how racism works these days: 
discrimination is everywhere, but no one is a rac- 
ist. No one intends to discriminate, it just works 
out that way. 

This is the white privilege of the 90s, and 
while it's different from the days of segregation, 
it's just as evil. It prevents everyone from being 
free, so until we are, all people must answer the 
call: Bomb the suburbs. 

First printed in Bring the Ruckus / P.O. Box 
1543 / Phoenix, AZ 85001 



THE POOR? 


WHY A WAR ON 


By Mumia Abu-Jamal 

“The Rich rob the poor and the poor rob 
each other.” — Sojourner Truth 

If one examines social, political and economic 
policy in the 90s, an unmistakable picture emerges 
of the poor as people who are despised for their 
very poverty, and punished for their lack of wealth. 
The state, and their cultural elite project this pic- 
ture until it permeates political and popular cul- 
ture, and is reflected in public policy. 

Why did the government launch its attack on 
the welfare system? What was behind its rheto- 
ric? 

If you analyze it closely, you’ll find the push 
for this policy came from American Business. 
Here’s why: The “business cycle” is crucial to capi- 
talists economies. (This is also known as the re- 
current tendency of economic “boom and bust” 
periods). Back in 1958, an economist noted that 
when unemployment rises, wages fall (this is 
known as the “Phillips Curve”). This is so because 
when most workers are employed, business is 
pressed to react to wage demands. However, 
when there is significant unemployment, business 
knows they can find labor at lower wages. Thus, 


unemployment drives down wages for all work- 
ers, as it increases job security. 

What does this have to do with welfare? 

Well, welfare is a form of income mainte- 
nance, and as such it served as a buffer between 
the employed and the unemployed. Therefore, 
workers were not desperate for any job that they 
could find. When workers are not desperate, when 
they have security, they demand higher wages 
form capital. Who would’ve thought that the poor- 
est among us, those on welfare, strengthened and 
stabilized the wages of workers? 

It’s for this reason that capital launched it’s 
attack on income maintenance programs through 
its political agents (Republicans and Democrats), 
using the slight-of-hand label of “welfare reform.” 
Both parties of big business joined hands in the 
battle against the poorest, egged on by big busi- 
ness media conglomerates, who are but subsid- 
iaries of even bigger businesses. This interest of 
capital can be summed up in one word: capital. 

Why do you think every time news comes 
out about low unemployment Wall Street panics 
and stocks tumble? 

' When masses of people are unemployed 


that’s called “good for business!” How can bad for 
people be good for business? So, what is to be 
done? 

Several weeks ago, French unemployed took 
to the streets nationally, rocking the Neoliberal 
establishment with a wave of militant demonstra- 
tions. This remarkable mobilization showed the 
power of a movement of unemployed, that beat 
back the state’s attempts to cut back on French 
income maintenance programs. That movement 
leaped across the border to Germany, where 
marches sprung up in over 200 cities. 

We can learn from the French who did not 
hesitate to organize and mobilize the poor and 
unemployed. 

The slogan of the French may not translate 
well to us here, but it bears repeating: “Who sows 
misery reaps rage.” 

The politicians ain’t the solution - the people 

are. 

Let us organize. 

Copyright 1998 Mumia Abu-Jamal. All Rights Re- 
served. Column Written 2/18/98. Source: 
Mumia@aol.com 





EGOTISTS, MEGALOMANIACS, AND DESPOTS 


More civilians have died in Iraq since Clinton has taken office than American soldiers in the entire Vietnam war. A UNICEF report 
from 1997 said that UN sanctions are directly responsible for the deaths of 4500 women and children in Iraq each month. 

4 

During the gulf war, Iraqi military and civilian casualties were inflicted at a rate of one thousand to one over U.S. and coalition forces. 
It is estimated that over 1 million Iraqi soldiers and civilians partied as a result of operation Desert Storm and the ensuing economic 
sanctions imposed after the war. If the “rape of Kuwait” had been as thorough, three of every four Kuwaitis would not have survived 
the war. The population of Kuwait is 1,330,000. 

4 

The United States is the world’s leading rapist. Over 680,000 women are raped in the U.S. each year, or one woman every 46 
seconds. 

4 . - 

During the gulf war, the Iraqi military did not use any of their so-called weapons of mass destruction on either military or civilian 
targets, against Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, or Israel. Widespread reports of what is know being called “Gulf War Syndrome” is most likely 
the result of coalition forces hastily blowing up captured Iraqi munitions dumps containing sarin nerve gas. The Pentagon has 
recently been embarrassed by reports of it’s knowledge that this demolition unnecessarily endangered the lives of thousands of 
troops in the area. Of course, the Pentagon didn’t volunteer this information until internal documents were leaked to the press. 

4 ••• ' 

There were widespread reports that U.S. servicemen and women in the gulf were forcibly injected with experimental drugs and 
vaccines against nerve gas agents. 

..4 :• \ ' " 

Technology for the manufacture of sarin nerve gas was supplied by American companies with the full knowledge of the Pentagon. 

Many symptoms of Gulf War Syndrome are similar to those of radiation poisoning. Tens of thousands of “spent” uranium-tipped anti- 
tank shell were used during the Gulf War, releasing tons of highly radioactive materials into the environment. The U.S. Army’s 
M1A1 battle tank is also encased in armor made from spent uranium. 

4 

The U.S. Government continually cites Iraqi abuses of human rights in their assertion that UN sanctions should not be lifted. The 
human rights abuses include the concentration camp-like conditions and massacres of ethnic Kurds and minority Muslim sects. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. government continues it’s extermination of North American Indigenous peoples and non-white minorities. In the 
United States we do not call them concentration camps, but ‘reservations’ and ‘ghettos.’ 

4 ■ " V ' 

The U.S. Government has cited Iraqi use of chemical weapons against it’s own minority populations in the 1980’s. It is widely 
documented that the Central Intelligence Agency imported tons of cocaine into the Untied States in the 1980’s where it conducted it’s 
own internal chemical warfare in the form of crack cocaine. 

4 

The U.S. Government claims Iraq is a threat to stability, flagrantly using military strength to influence politics and expand as a 
regional power. Meanwhile, the United States government is pursuing the expansion of NATO up to the western border Russia, 
destabilizing a region that contains the most numerous and powerful NUCLEAR, CHEMICAL and BIOLOGICAL weapons of mass 
destruction in the world. 
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Saddam Hussein is the head of a massive military industrial complex, controlled by a highly bureaucratized government and a single 
ruling party. President Clinton is the head of the most massive military-industrial complex in the world, controlled by a highly 
bureaucratized country and a single ruling party with two names. 

4 ■ 

Iraqi society functions under a strict rule of law with severe penalties imposed on criminals and dissidents. The United States also 
functions under a strict rule of laws with harsh penalties, including imprisonment and execution of criminals and dissidents. In fact, 
the United State has the highest incarceration rate of any country in the world, with one in ever 250 people in prison. That is over 
1,000,000 men, women, and youth behind bars, most of whom are forced into slave-like prison labor conditions. 

4 

The United States covertly supported the Iraqi government during it’s war against Iran in the 1980’s. It was during this war that the 
Iraqi military first used chemical weapons against its own civilian populace. The U.S. Government’s fear of Iranian fundamentalism 
played a major role in supporting Saddam Hussein while turning a blind eye to his atrocious human rights record. 

4 

The United States is the only country to ever use atomic weapons in wartime. The vast majority of the bombing victims of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki were civilians. 


THE REAL CRIMINALS RESIDE IN PRESIDENTIAL PALACES 
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Wko Are Viz 

*This is not a critique or our ideals, I 
live by my ideals! 

If punk is an ideal, why are we acting like 
individualists and hipocrites divided in groups, 
supposedly fighting for our ideals but not act- 
ing with anyone, seeking escapes and preoc- 
cupied with alcohol and musical quality etc. 

Punk is supposedly an alternative lifestyle 
with ideals such as equality, mutual aid, au- 
tonomy, etc. and the american punk seems 
not to know the signifigance of these words. 

People who speak of punk without speak- 
ing of being fair, honest, sharing, without 
speaking of solidarity, these people have a 
cadaver of hypocrisy and egotism in their 
mouth. Punk isn’t a fashion, it is organiza- 
tion, working together, and ideology, and this 
is what makes punk a movement of the anti- 
governmental counter-culture, a movement of 
struggle, protest, direct action, and non-con- 
formity against this governmental system and 
state filled with racism, sexism, 
authoritarianism and repression. 

We are punks and punk is ideaologically 
D.I.Y. and autonomous, carrying with it the 
ideal of anarchism, because we think, and it 
is true, that anarchism is the ideal that is most 
just, equal, humanitarian, feminist, that re- 
spects all forms of life on this planet (includ- 
ing that of animals). It is against multination- 
als, exploiters, pollution, and human misery, 
and if we are to destroy these (including this 
repressive system) we need the participation 
of sincere and honest people. It’s not just wear 
patches, spikes, mohawks, and dreads that 
make punk, not just writing lyrics for a band, 
not just writing this, not just talking — punk is 
to take action and an attitude of change. Punk 
is a movement of social change, that struggles 
for a just life with liberty and equality and for 
an alternative way of life, autonomous, with- 
out nations, flags, without banners, without 
borders. Punk is autonomous and D.I.Y. (do it 
yourself). Punk is the rage that is born from 
seeing and living this routine life full of sex- 
ism, racism, repression, hunger, misery, capi- 
talism, destruction of mother earth (extinction 
of the plants, trees, and animals) of which the 
media and the peolple don’t speak; to make 
real all of our dreams and desires each one of 
us has to bring into practice the belief of equal- 
ity and get rid of our instincts of superiority, 
smash and destroy the sexism, racism, and 
egotism that each of us has in our hearts and 
minds so that after we smash and destroy this 
govermental world, ruled by pigs that control 
our lives. 

Utopia is possible 

Viva the Autonomous D.I.Y. Punx 

against the esstablishment 

no gods, no masters Utopia punk? 

by Tox. 
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Punk=ldeales Ylucha Por La Autogestion 
E igualdad. 

?Quienes Somos Y Que Queremos? 
*Esto No Es Una Critica De Nuestros 
Ideales, Yo Vivo Mis Ideales!. 

Si el punk es un ideal entonces ?por que 
actuamos como individualistas e ipocritas 
divididos en grupos, disimulando luchar por 
nuestros ideales y no actuando con nadie 
buscando escapes y preocupados en alcohol 
calidad en musica etc. Punk es un supuesto 
estilo de vida alternativa con ideales como, 
igualdad ayuda mutua, autonomia, etc. Y el 
american punk parece que no conoce el 
significado de estos. Quien habla de el punk 
sin ser justo, honesto, compartido y sin ser 
solidario, esta gente tiene un cadaver de 
hipocresia y egoismo en su boca. El punk no 
es una moda, el punk es organizacion, trabajo 
mutuo e ideologia y que este convierte al punk 
en un movimiento de contra cultura anti- 
gubernamental con movimiento de lucha, 
protesta, accion directa yanti-conformismo en 
contra de este sistema gubernamental y estatal 
lleno de rascismo, sexismo, autoritarismo y 
represion. Somos punks y el punk es 
ideologicamente libertario y auto gestivo y con 
ideal de el anarquismo poque pensamos y ES 
la ideologia mas justa, igualitaria, humanitaria 
que respeta toda forma de vida en este planeta 
(incluyendo animales), en contra de 
multinacionales asesinas, explotadoras, 
creadoras de contaminacion y miseria humana, 
y para lograr a destruir este (incluyendo este 
sistema represor) se nesecita la participacion 
de gente sinsera y honesta, no solo parches, 
spikes, mohawks y dreads hacen al punk, no 
es solo hacer letras para una banda, no solo 
es hacer este escrito, no solo es hablar, el punk 
es tomar accion y actitud de cambio. 

El punk movimiento de cambio social, que 
queire y lucha por una vida justa con libertad e 
igualdad y como alternativa para una mejor 
forma de vida autogestiva sin patria, sin 
banderas y sin fronteras. El punk es 
autogestivo y D.I.Y. (do it yourself) El punk es 
la rabia que nace al ver y vivir esta vida rutinaria 
llena de sexismo, rascismo, represion, hambre, 
miseria, capitalismo, desrtuccion a la madre 
tierra (extincion de plantas, arboles y animales) 
y del que nadie habla; y para llevar a cabo todos 
nuestros suenos y deseos tenemos cada uno 
de nosotros que llevar a practica el sentimiento 
de igualdad y acabar con ese instinto de 
superioridad, y romper y destruir el sexismo, 
rascismo y egoismo que tenemos cada uno de 
nosotros en nuestras mantes y corazones para 
despues acabar y luchar con este mundo 
gobernado y regido por cerdos que controlan 
nuestras vidas. 
la utopia es posible 
Viva La Punx Autogestivo Y Libertario 
reinvidicando el punx ?utopia punk? 

By Tox 




IN THE SPIRIT OF 
TOTAL RESISTANCE 

CD COMPILATION 

BENEFIT FOR NATIVE AMERICAN 
MOVEMENT POLITICAL PRISONER 

LEONARD PELTIER 


AUSTRALIAN COMPILATION FEATURING JAMES 
BROOK, MUTINY, SANTOKA(NATIVE AMEICAN), 
BASTARD SQUAD, WALSH ST COP KILLERS, 
UNDERTONE, CORRUPTION, HATE IS ENOUGH, 
TWO YEAR OLDS, SELF RELIANCE, 
WONDERFEEL. NIHILISTIC VIEW. NEXTSTEP. 
YOKEL, STAND AGAINST, MULTIPLE 
INSERTIONS. WEBWORKS ANIMAL BAND. 
MATMOS. BILIOUS SCUM, POO POO & THE 
MILLION DOLLAR MAN. 99. NEW WAVER, SAN 
JOSE COW MUSAC. KOKSHKAR, H-BLOCK. 
A4RDVARK, COPYRIGHT 

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 
BARRICADE BOOKS/INFO SHOP 
POBOX1 99 BRIJNS WICKEAST, VIC,3057,AUST 
SPIRAL OBJECTIVE 

POBOX126 OAKLANDS PARK.SA,5046,AUSTRALIA 
BLACK ROSE BOOKS 

583A KING ST NEWTOWN. 2042.SYDNEY, NSW. 
AUSTRALIA 

$14 AUS POST PAID ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
FOR BULK ORDERS PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE OR 
M.O. OF $50 AUS POSTPAID ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD.PAYABLE TO ONE OF .ABOVE D1STROS 


BREAK THE CHAINS 

ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA 



CURRENTLY WORKING ON A 
BENEFIT COMPILATION TAPE 

FOR CHRIS PLUMMER- 

ANARCH1ST POLITICAL PRISONER 


BREAK THE CHAINS DISTRIBUTION 
PO BOX 5144 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 95405 USA 




Sin Front e ras Re c ords: 


MAILORDER-WHOLESALE-TRADE 


INTERNATIONAL MSCORPORATIOfr 


PLANS (ON MALARIE LABEL): 
DISGUSTING LIES LP 
MEXICAN POWER AUTHORITY LP 


PLANS ON OTHER LABELS WE DISTRIBUTE: 
GUERNICA Y LUNO "Wszystkie.. ' 10 LP 
DEFORMED CONSCIENCE "Discography" LP 

MC/7 "4.00/5.00 10 "/T-SHIRT 8.00/10.00 
LP 9.00/1 1.00 CD 9.00/10.00 
US dollars surface/air, cash or IMO 


BOMBRAID "Destinations" LP (CD JAN 98) 
HIBERNATION Behind The Lie" 7"EP 
MASSKONTROLL "Will You Ever..." CD 
DETESTATION "Inhuman Condition" 7"EP 
FORCA MACABRA s.t. 7"EP 
EWA BRAUN "Esion" 2LP/MC/CD 
EWA BRAUN "Love, peace, noise" LP/CD 
RED LIGHT s.t. 7"EP 
M.P.A./ZABLOUDIL 7 EP 
RESIST "Ignorance Is Bliss" T-SHIRT 
INSANIA "Voodoo Astrology" 7"EP 
AGATHOCLES "Black Clouds ...." 2LP/MC 
DISKONTO "More Power To Cops..." 7 "EP 
GUERNICA Y LUNO "Wszystkie..." CD/MC 
HOW LONG7/UNARMED 7"EP 
MRTVA BUDOUCNOST/PANGS O.R. 7"EP 
DISGUSTING LIES "Rich Man, ..." 7 EP 
AGATHOCLES "Minced Alive" 10" live 
KRZYCZ "Novum" 7 EP/MC 
SILNA WOLA s.t. 7"EP 
SILNA WOLA "Zero Tolerancji.." 7 EP 
SILNA WOLA "Chaos" 10"LP/MC 
FORCA MACABRA T-SHIRT 
SILNA WOLA T-SHIRT 
RESIST "Endless Resistance" CD 
Ol POLLOI "Fight Back" CD 
ENOUGHI/JUGGLING JUGGULARS 7 "EP 
ZEMEZLUC Z Extremu Do Extremu" LP 
V/A "Scan Of The Czech Scene" 
(ZEMEZLUC, MRTVA BUDOUCNOST, 
KULTRA, TISIC LET..., + 2) 7"EP 
SANCTUS IUDA/DOG ON A ROPE 7"EP 
INFEKCJA s.t. 7"EP 
TRUTH DECAY "Sole Music" 10"LP 
SANCTUS IUDA T-SHIRT 
MASSKONTROLL/HEARTLINE 7"EP 
HOMO MILITIA "Twoje Ciato..." LP/MC 
PISSED "Greatest Hits" live LP 
WLOCHATY "Wojna przeciwko.." LP/CD 
WLOCHATY "Uderzaj teraz!" live 7"EP 
JULIA/SUNSHINE 7"EP 
SIREN "Becoming Wheels" LP/CD 
GUERNICA Y LUNO/EWA BRAUN 7"EP 
DYSTOPIA "Finger" T-SHIRT 
KURORT "Stachanov" LP 
DEZERTER "Ozone Friendly" 7"EP 
CRESS "Monuments" T-SHIRT 
SPITE "A Threat..." T-SHIRT 
BATTLER OF DISARM "Monkeys" T-SHIRT 
BATTLE OF DISARM "Anti-war" T-SHIRT 
BATTLE OF DISARM LIVE 10" 


new release. SFR-IO: 

MASSACRE 68....s/t cassette 

This is a re-release of the classic LP re- 
leased in the late 80's out of Mexico. 
Harsh, thrashy HC that screams out 
against the state and society. Includes lyr- 
ics in English and Spanish. 

Still available: 
Abuso Sonoro 7" (Political 
HC/Thrash from Brazil) 
Disturbio Menor 7" (raging 
HC from Chile!) 

for records and cassettes send: 

$3 post-paid U.S. 

$4 post-paid N. America 
$5 post-paid euerywhere 

send stamp or IRC for catalog. Write for trades. 


catweazle "FORM OF FEAR” 4 SONGS 7”B> 

(OLD SCHOOL HAROOORf TOM METHERLAMD) 

COCHe BOMBA "VAVA LA DfRBjQON" 

no S0MG6 ~r EP CRAZ* PUM< HAROOORP] 

PRICES 

10” $ 10 / FF 50 WORLD. $ 12 (Ae»a/Ocean»a...) 

7” EP $ 4 EUROPE $ 5 WORLD. $ 6 (Aeia/Oceania...) 

CASH OR AM IMO TO: 

SYLVAIN VILETTE 
46 RUE DU POTAGER 
91270 VIGNEUX SUR SEINE 
-FRANCE- 


RUPTURE 

"HATE MAKES Jh€ 
WORLD GO ROUND" 

5 90M35 7” EP 
AUSSIE PUM< ! 

AtSO AVAILABLE : 


BAD CARD RECORDS 

coche bomba 

"POOD 0 NAOA” 10" 

16 ME vN SOMSS OF RAQMG 
& BRUTAL HARDOORf /PUM< 
TOMfRAMOE' 


ANARCHIST BLACK 
CROSS BENB^T EP 

WTH : 

sea N* RED /SUFFER 
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Profane Existence, 

Finally a bunch of punks did something great 
and international. I have to say, you guys, we ad- 
mire you. We are about 1 5 persons who are trying 
to get in contact with organizations in North 
America. Our goal is to live outside big cities with 
all their pollution and waste, policing and politics. 
We are buying a land in the next six months and 
we are going to start building in the summer of ‘98, 
hopefully. It will be made of tires, pop cans and 
solar energy and organic farm. 

We need support of any kind. 

Crass Commune / Pierre/ 24 Lalande / Ste- 
Therese-de-Blainville / Quebec, Canada /J7E 1Z5 

Dear PE, 

First of ail, I am not a rich person, so do not 
think I am some poor little rich boy whining for sym- 
pathy. I am very disappointed the way the scene 
has reacted to “wealthy punks”. These people are 
the ones who we should respect. They have been 
subjected to the mindless conformity of the “upper 
class”, they have been exposed to the uptight, right- 
winged, stuffy conservatives, they have been 
tempted by the false happiness gained through 
money and they still remain free-thinking individu- 
als with ideals and self-concept. The punk scene 
was so appealing because it never judged people 
and labeled them like the rest of society did. It 
would be a ridiculous contradiction if the “open- 
minded” punks excluded someone from the scene 
just because they were born to an affluent family. 

I am not supporting money grubbing assholes who 
are in the scene just to make money and look “punk 
rock”, but before WE label others we should at least 
give them a chance. 

Secondly, I have to address another issue 
involving Upper/Lower class conflicts. Everyone 
has seen “class war” logos. Half of us wear them 
and nearly everyone owns a “Class war not Race 
war” patch. Yes, there are many rich assholes. 
Yes, our government is run by these assholes. I 
am for Government and Social reform, but not by 
means of war. These same “Class War” support- 
ers preach peace and anti-war. How can you sup- 
port peace and still want war with others? We all 
want social changes, but by us segregating our- 
selves from one another, we are just giving into 
the trap of society. The only way to bring about 
real social change is to smash all barriers and not 
let ourselves be divided, weather it be by race, re- 
ligion, gender, or the amount of money in our bank 
accounts. 

Sean W. 

Dear Sean, 

Thanks for the tetter! I disagree with your 
point, about wealthy punks deserving our respect. 
Punk tS about exposing and crushing all oppres- 
sion, which includes the tight fist the upper classes 
use to control the world’s wealth, land, and re- 
sources, Anyone can claim to be punk or a revo- 
lutionary , but time and time again it is proven that 
most people will fall back on their class origins as 
soon as push comes to shove. There are of course 
the few rare exceptions, like Peter Kropotkin , who 
denounced his princely titles and spent a lifetime 
involved in revolutionary struggle. 

On the other hand, I do agree with your com- 
plaints about the class war patches. A person 
should not wear such a patch unless they’re will- 
ing to punch a rich bastard in the face I — Dan 


Profane Readers, 

This is just a quick letter to explain the mail 
problems we have encountered during January 
1998. If anyone wrote to PO Box ita, Newcastle 
upon tyne, UK to contact either PUNK SHOCKER 
fanzine, the bands EBOLA, or SAWN OFF, 
Tyneside anarchist group, Newcastle Anti-Fascist 
Action or Justice For Women: then you probably 
got your mail returned. 

This is not our fault , the Post Office messed 
up big style and wrongly cancelled the PO Box. 
This problem has now been rectified and from Feb- 
ruary 1998 onwards the PO Box will be back in 
action. This has caused a few problems but is now 
sorted out. Please write again and all individuals 
concerned will reply to all mail as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Thanx for your time and keep it punky kids, 
Andy Shocker c/o Punk Rocker Fanzine / PO Box 
ita / Newcastle upon Tyne / NE99 ITA / England 

PE, 

Here’s two stamps for a catalog and a piece 
of what is left from the molatov cocktail that was 
thrown at our house because we play your music. 
We need more! 

Adam and the rest of the Pirate Ship 
Dear Profane, 

I am an incarcerated punk in the Hilton of 
Houtzdale PA. I recieve PE and have since issue 
#29/30. i was active in the movement with pro- 
tests and vegan groups in San Diego, CA where I 
lived previously. 

I am writing about poser punks and follow- 
ers. Here I have seen dozens of inmates that will 
listen, as I openly express my views on veganism 
and fascism, but a few inmates pose. They sup- 
port you to your face then they go onto set you up. 
I have people here who profess to be anarcho- 
punks, but they’re racist. 

To those who this applies to, this is not a 
game. I live my life this way because it is what I 
believe. Punk is not a fashion, and it’s not only 
about the music, it’s about a better life for every- 
body. 

Those out there who hear my voice, help me 
in support here. Any support is going to be help- 
ful. Anybody with extra leaflets on veganism or 
punk movements you’d like to share, please send 
me a copy. 

Anybody who’d like to write, I would respond 
to all letters and support. 

Aaron Cathers DK-5893 / PO Box 1000 / 
Houtzdale,PA/ 16698-1000 

Profane Existence, 

Greetings from the walls of concrete and steel. 
I’m writing to support comrade Christopher Lee 
Plummer PP#677345 who is held hostage by the 
state and whom the system is trying to crush be- 
cause of who he is and who he stands for. 

When Chris introduced himself to me, he also 
introduced me to anarchy. I was ignorant and didn’t 
really listen to him. As the days went by and I 
watched this person Act out and speak up for his 
beliefs I started to understand what he’s all about. 
I now see him in a much brighter light. 

Chris is an asset to those of us who have a 
will to change the wrongs that are heaped upon 
us, and the political troopers, though there are not 


many, but having such a beacon of light within this 
dark would our numbers shall increase. 

Chris has always conducted himself well in 
the face of his oppressors and the rowdy racists 
that dwell here. Political maturity and just being 
plain old brave has been the momentum and thrust 
that keeps Chris on the front line. 

Chris is continually being harassed for his 
anti-racist beliefs. I’m sure most of you already 
know about Chris Plummer but for those who don’t 
I strongly urge you to contact him and offer what- 
ever support you can. 

I myself am looking for people to educate me 
on the anarchist scene. Please contact me. I will 
answer all letters. 

Refuse, Resist, Exist! 

David Ege #6186317 Estelle Unit Huntsville, TX / 
7730 

Christopher Lee Plummer PP#677345 / Hughs Unit 
/ Rt.2 Box 4400 / Gatesville, TX / 76597 

Anarcho-greetings from Stockholm! 

We have recently received the PE #34 and 
we are continually glad to exchange the Brand for 
your publication. As you may already know the 
Brand will be 1 00 years old this year and we have 
a few surprises in the works - amongst those are a 
jubilee compilation CD which we hope to see re- 
viewed in your magazine! 

I, personally, was interested to read the inter- 
view with Peter Hirsheland of Svart Sno in #34. 
Although more acquainted with his brother Henrik, 
I know Peter and know that he is a good comrade. 
The article was particularly appeasing since it did 
not come to be through the “official” channels of 
the SAC, or more specifically, through the elected 
international secretary or other union officials. 

The point being is that there is an anarchistic 
opposition within the SAC made mainly up of 
anarchos, the punks of Peters generation and the 
straight edgers who are today involved within the 
Syndicalist Youth Federation, SUF (which is offi- 
cially unattached to the SAC). This opposition is 
not met with kindness from the “established” union 
officials within the SAC, sometimes it is even met 
with hostility. But the struggle for an anarcho-so- 
ciety continues upon all levels! 

There was one grave mistake of fact within 
the article which I feel necessary to point out. It 
concerns the freedom of the members of the SAC 
to belong to other political organizations or par- 
ties, or indeed any type of organization at all. Pe- 
ter mistakenly states (in the third paragraph on 
page 21 ) that “The only restraints is that if you are 
voted into a position in the SAC, like a representa- 
tive or an advisor, you can’t belong to a specific 
party.” This is unfortunately untrue and there are 
absolutely no restraints at ail. 

In the Working Committee (AU) of the SAC 
there are at least two Communist Party 
(Vansterpartiet) members that 1 know of and within 
the Central Committee, SAC’s highest decision 
making organization, there is one Farmers Party 
(Centerpartiet) member and at least one Commu- 
nist Party member that I know of. The only stipu- 
lation is that if you are a member of a party or 
other organization when you run for this position 
in the election you must state this. There is no 
stipulation that says you must state if you join the 
party after you are elected. Also, proposed drafts 
to change the SACs rules and regulations on this 
point (in line with Peter’s description) have been 
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regularly met with hostility from the aforementioned 
“established” union officials. 

I hope that you are able to report upon this 
somewhat minor, but never-the-less important, in- 
consistency with Peters interview in a forthcoming 
issue of Profane Existence. 

See ya’ on the barricades! 

Kurt Svensson c/o brand / Box 150 15 / S- 
104 65 Stockholm / Sweden 
-for revolution i v&r livstid- 
ksvensson @ hotmail.com 

Hello Dan and everyone! 

I just have a bit of time and wanted to wrap 
up a few things that have been up in the air re- 
cently.... I wanted to comment briefly on the last 
issue of PE as I couldn’t seem to get around to it 
before. Before I dig in, I want to say that I feel it’s 
a really good issue overall and continues the im- 
provement of the last few issues. 

As for things to improve: My main bone of 
contention this time around was the lengthy and in 
my eyes almost completely unnecessary anti-fas- 
cist coverage which seemed to be have been taken 
almost exclusively from the internet. Coverage of 
the Saalfeld demo might make some sort of sense 
in a German zine, but I think there’s no real point 
in an international zine like PE, especially if we’re 
talking about 2 whole pages! While I seemed to 
have been mostly unsatisfied with the columns in 
past years, it seems to be the news section which 
would need some improvement. 

Actually, I think all it needs is some better ed- 
iting, some news item make sense on an interna- 
tional scale and others don’t! I think you always 
have to remember that people from Chile, Austra- 
lia and Poland are reading this, so you better be 
selective of what goes in. Arm the Spirit seem to 
get into passing on information about anti-fascist 
struggles but I don’t think there’s a point in printing 
it in PE. 

Unlike the traditional left, I don’t think the prob- 
lem in the western world is a lack of information. In 
fact, there are tons upon tons of information high- 
lighting the evil nature of capitalism. The point these 
days is to showcase selected information that in- 
spires people rather than overwhelming them with 
the sheer quantity! As for the German anti-fascist 
movement, I hope you realize that there are sev- 
eral bimonthly or quarterly magazines which spend 
pages upon pages of nothing else than covering 
all kinds of anti-fascist demos, etc. With a lot more 
Germans starting to get into the internet, they seem 
to want to let the whole world know what’s going 
on here, but I think it’s only the really significant, 
nationwide events which deserve some coverage. 

I also think that there should be some sort of 
point to the news articles. Saying that the cops 
busted a demo somewhere doesn’t really mean 
much to somebody a few thousand miles away. 
On the other hand, the anti pope demo we had 
was politically completely insignificant, but the ar- 
ticle in PE might inspire somebody else to get 
something like this organized. The Edinburgh Punx 
Picnic started out because Deek read about the 
Chaos Days in Germany in MRR in the mid 80ies! 
Most articles along the lines of “and then we got 
our heads busted and arrested” doesn’t really serve 
any useful purpose as far as I’m concerned. (I’ll 
exclude the Mpls stuff because at least you have a 
local base that will be interested) 

I never thought I’d live to see the day but I 





think the problem with # 34 is that there’s nol 
enough PUNK !!(there, I said it!) I think there 
should always be 2 band interviews and 1 
interview of a non-band organization or 
something like that. Besides the re- 
views, there was only the Ser- 
vitude interview in #34 and 
there were several pages of ’ 
nothing but political news. 

For a better balance, a few 
pages of news should have 
gotten thrown out (es- 
pecially the anti-fas- 
cist stuff) and there 
could have been 
one more band 
interview! By the 
way, I definitely 
applaud your 
decision to 
make the 
record reviews 
smaller, it lool 
much better and 
Tighter” now and 
takes away less 
valuable space. 

OK, that’s all 
can think of from the 
top of my head. I hope 
you realize that I don’t 
mean to be nitpicky, I just feel 
it’s good to get some feedback 
on the zine because there’s al- 
ways room for improvement. 

OK, Take Care! Y @ hoo 

Hello Y@hoo! 

While we don’t make it 
habit to print internal correspoi 
dence from our oversea & 
agents, your latest letter 
brought up some good points 
which our readers may benefit % 
from hearing. 

I can understand your com- 
plaints about the extensive anti- 
fascist coverage in the news sec- 
tion, particularly from Germany where there is quite 
a lot of magazines on the subject already. How- 
ever, I disagree with your reason on why we should 
not put these kinds of articles in PE magazine, in 
fact, you pretty much state why we do put them in. 
Profane Existence has by far the most international 
coverage and international readership, with roughly 
half of our readers outside the U.S. For many 
punks in Poland, Australia and Chile, as well as 
the U.S , Profane Existence is the ONLY interna- 
tional punk/news magazine they read. 

While it may seem tedious to read about stuff 
that you may already know, because it happens 
close by I do think other people elsewhere are still 
interested in what's going on. In many places there 
are only small and disorganized anti-fascist move- 
ments and reading about the actions in Germany 
may in themselves be informative and inspiring. 

As well, the point of the news, is covering the 
news itself. There should not need to be any punk/ 
educational bent to it in order for the news to qualify 
for the pages of PE. There are many other people 
besides punks who are politically active in the 
world, and punks may even get something out of 


iti It is also im- 
portant to realize 
that if PE didn't 
cover the information 
we do, perhaps no one 
else will! Sure there is an 
overload of information out 
there, our job as a magazine is 
to sift through it all and present it 
in a way that makes sense. 

About not being enough punk 
in the magazine, I don't agree with 
this either. Profane Existence is 
put together by a collective of 
punks, therefore everything we do 
as PE is punk, whether we’re talking 
politics or music. Of course, another interview in 
the last issue would have been nice, but remem- 
ber we live in the far off tundra where it’s not al- 
ways possible to get near bands to make inter- 
views. Of course we do our best by mail and the 
internet, but that's a two way street that requires 
speedy cooperation with the bands. The solution 
to that would be for more people to send their own 
contributions of material to us! 

I also agree that the small review section was 
nice, but more from a viewpoint of not having to 
spend so much time doing them. On the other 
hand I already feel guilty enough that we miss so 
many good releases each time. As well, an es- 
sential part of our job as a resource is to get the 
facts no one has, including that of hot new bands 
and publications. 

On the other hand, I think the last two points 
will rectify themselves with the larger size of PE. 
We’ll have more space to put more of everything 
in PE in the future, punk and politics! 

UP THE PUNX! —Dan 





London Greenpeace 


London Greenpeace has since its in- 
ception in the early 1 970’s, been active in many 
important and far reaching campaigns. A revolu- 
tionary anarchist group, it has striven with others 
in its fight to create a more fair and just society, 
one free from exploitation and oppression. The 
McLibel trial at an end, I took this opportunity to 
interview Dave Morris, trial defendent and active 
in London Greenpeace for many years, looking 
with Dave at the group and its history. Interview 
by David Massie. 

PE: London Greenpeace has existed since 
1971. Can you say a little bit about this, what 
ideas/thoughts were important in its forma- 
tion? 

David Morris: London Greenpeace has existed 
since 1971 as an independent group of radical 
activists. The group came together following the 
publication in Peace News of a Green Peace 
broadsheet which was a compilation of ideas about 
how individuals could take practical action in their 
own lives to preserve the ecosystem. A number 
of Greenpeace groups grew up around the world, 
and in 1 977 the Vancouver one established a cen- 
tralized Greenpeace International, inviting London 
Greenpeace to help set up Greenpeace UK as a 
branch, but the London group refused, deciding 
to keep its autonomy and its radical character. In 
the early 1960’s, which preceded the formation of 
London Greenpeace, there was a large movement 
in the UK against nuclear weapons involving huge 
marches and occupations. The late sixties saw 
the growth of movements to defend the envi- 
ronment, women’s liberation movements, in- 
ternationalist ideas, wildcat strikes, and gen- 
eral do it yourself anarchistic and coopera- 
tive ideas, and it was out of that cauldron 
of the radical ideas that London 
Greenpeace was created. 

PE: Active in the forma- 
tion of several anti- 
nuclear initiatives in the 
1970*s, in particular the 
Torness Alliance, what lasting impressions do 
you have of this period, measuring the suc- 
cess of such campaigns? 

DM: in the seventies, the group tended to focus 
on anti-war, anti-nuclear weapons, and environ- 
mental campaigning and educational work, 
the late 1970’$ with the rise of the anti-nuclear 
energy movement, there was 
a qualitative development, 


not just of the group, but in society in general. In 
some ways the anti-nuclear movement was the 
first very strong environmental campaign to receive 
overwhelming public support. In the early seven- 
ties, resistance to nuclear energy and criticism of 
it had been non-existent. By the end of the sev- 
enties there were hundreds of local groups net- 
working regionally and nationally, and around spe- 
cific power stations or issues in order to try and 
halt, not just the growth of nuclear power, but also 
to close such power stations down. I was involved 
with that in an anarchist group, not London 
Greenpeace, but London Greenpeace was always 
a very positive ally as we tried to encourage direct 
action, federal organization, and networking, and 
basically encouraged the building of a mass move- 
ment dedicated to closing down the production of 
nuclear power in the UK. We were very inspired 
by the events in the USA with the blockades that 
were taking place there, and also the mass mobi- 
lizations in Germany. I think the success of that 
whole period was that alternatives and opposition 
were put very much on the map and it was amaz- 
ing to see that public opinion, which was very much 
in the dark about nuclear energy in the early sev- 
enties, by the end of the seventies was very 
strongly opposed to the generation of radioactive 
pollution and the dangers involved. 

PE: The group was an important catalyst 
in the Stop The City protests in 1983- 
4, can you detail what occurred, 
also the ideas important in its 
organization? 

DM: In the early 1980’s, 


possibly provoked by the Folklands War and also 
the threat of new nuclear missies being stationed 
around europe, there was certainly European wide 
concern to stop the slide towards greater interna- 
tional tension between governments and military 
blocks. I think buoyed up by the anti-nuclear 
movement of the late seventies, there grew up a 
strong anti-militarist protest movement in the early 
eighties which began with the women’s camp at 
Grgenham Common and spread to stimulate pro- 
test camps on the sites of military bases all over 
the country. At the same time, the punk move- 
ment had become more interested in political 
struggle and protests, and there seemed to be an 
alliance developing between the anti-militarists 
and the punk youth which was mutually beneficial 
all around. We thought it was inefficient to put so 
much effort into going to a military base in the 
middle of the countryside- the logistics of it and 
the isolation from the public in such a place- so 
we thought it would be good to blockade the cen- 
tres of towns as part of a process of making the 
countryside ungovernable, initially as a warning 
to the government, and as a resistance to the sit- 
ing of the Cruise missies. So London Greenpeace 
decided to call for a blockade of the financial dis- 
trict of London. Our aim was to achieve what was 
being achieved at 
military bases 
by blockad- 
for a 







whole day right in the centre of the army trade 
and International finance capital. We really didn’t 
know what was going to happen, but amazingly 
about 1500 people came on the first time, and 
3000 the second time. In fact the scond one was 
on the annual accounting day when the profits for 
the year are tallied up for all the corporations and 
financial institutions. March 29, 1984. We de- 
cided that because such an advanced confronta- 
tion with the forces of capital, that we would have 
no central organization or spokespeople, but that 
we were calling for people to come self-organized 
and do what they felt able to do to halt business 
that day. So there were blockades, street theatre, 
leafleting, occupations of banks, banners being 
dropped from monuments, slow bicycle rides, a 
procession of musicians on the backs of trucks, 
and so on. For twelve hours there were continu- 
ous events. The Times of London estimated that 
there was a 100 million pound shortfall in the fi- 
nancial dealings that day because of the protest. 
Basically it was a direct conflit with capitalism and 
this process spawned other local Stop The Cities 
around the country and a lot of other initiatives. It 
was only a massive police presence at the final 
Stop The Cities which really halted that series of 
protests. 

PE: The campaign against McDonalds, begun 
in 1985 , proved hugely successful; the result- 
ing libel action brought by the corporation, 
proving a disaster for the company. Thoughts 
on such a victory? 

DM: McDonalds was very much chosen as a sym- 
bol when the campaign was initiated by London 
Greenpeace. It struck a chord with the public dra- 
matically, so that leaflets were being grabbed out 
of campaigners hands by passersby in front of 
McDonalds stores and indeed by public going in. 
It was a way of putting over radical ideas about 
matters that were very basic such as food, em- 
ployment, advertising, the environment, animal 
cruelty, and so on, but in a way that wasn’t ab- 
stract. The group was very strong at this time, 
and it was beginning to network internationally, 
and the McDonalds campaign really proved to be 
our most successful campaign in the 1980’s. 
McDonalds initially ignored the campaign, but gen- 
erally it was trying to transform its image. 
McDonalds began to produce corporate propa- 
ganda about its concern for the environment, and 
so on. This foiled to dampen their critics, and 
McDonalds then, in the UK, began to sue a whole 
range of newspapers, TV channels, trade unions, 
the Vegetarian Society, local student groups, and 
so on, hoping that that might silence the growing 
campaign and public criticism of the company. It 
began to create a climate of intimidation and fear. 


because the libel laws in this country are com- 
pletely stacked in favor of prosecutions, and there’s 
no protection whatsoever of freedom of speech. 
There is not even any legal assistance for defend- 
ing yourself. Everyone that had been sued apolo- 
gized to McDonalds and the apologies were used 
in a Stalinist way by McDonalds worldwide to say 
“Look how our critics have admitted that what 
they were saying was lies.” When 
we were sued, it was really one law 
suit too much, because we felt we 
had no alternative but to fight the 
case to defend the right to criticize 
multinational corporations. It 
seemed to us that the public im- 
age of the corporation was far 
from the reality of the effects of 
their business practices on soci- 
ety and the environment, that if 
only we could get to court it 
would become a nightmare for 
McDonalds. We had to ensure 
that the public throughout the 
world would hear the truth about 
McDonalds as a result of our 
fight, so the McLibel Support Cam- 
paign was set up with that in mind 
and also to defend the leafleting 
campaign. The public was scan- 
dalized by McDonalds action 
against us and really the whole 
campaign went from strength to 
strength. The court case was as we 
thought it could be, a complete di- 
saster for McDonalds. They were 
effectively put on trial and as far 
as we were concerned, all the criti- 
cisms of McDonalds made by 
campaigners were vindicated, 
eVen out of the mouths of 
McDonalds own executives in the 
witness box. We slaughtered them in the court of 
public opinion and as a result of the case three 
million leaflets were handed out in the UK alone 
since McDonalds served writs on me and Helen, 
so McDonalds aim in silencing their critics and of 
vindicating themselves in the eyes of the public 
through the court case had completely backfired 
and been beaten. It was beaten by the campaign 
as a whole, especially the people on the ground 
leafleting throughout the world, how, rather than 
be silenced, were actually more determined than 
ever to spread the distribution of anti-McDonalds 
leaflets. I think any movement has to defend its 
right to organize, its right to speak out, its right to 
protest, and that’s what we did by fighting the case 
and we did it successfully. 


PE: A campaigning force in the green and an- 
archist movements, what do you believe are 
the groups’ particular strengths? 

DM: What I want to say is that any group of people 
can have influence over what’s going on around 
them, in their own lives and in their community, by 
thinking, acting, organizing, and being deter- 



mined. A key really is empowering people and 
encouraging them to have confidence in them- 
selves. They can act to transform their lives. It’s 
not just a case of fighting against the insitutions 
that are causing the world’s problems, but also of 
creating a community of resistance, not just 
amongst activists, but helping to stimulate that 
sense of community, solidarity, resistance, and al- 
ternative visions of the future in our own neigh- 
borhoods and amongst the public in general. 
That’s why London Greenpeace always very much 
liked the idea of mass distribution of very basic 
leaflets which are one way of communicating radi- 
cal ideas in a popular way to a large number of 
people, and encouraging others to do the same, 
it’s important that we are a revolutionary anarchist 
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group, but that we’re not obsessed with ideology, 
focusing on concerns that people identify with. I 
fervently believe that the majority of people in the 
world are anarchists if they did but know and given 
it a chance. That’s why an anarchist society is 
the only sensible alternative to the system we have 
at the moment. It would empower everybody to 
be themselves, to be in control of their own life, 
and collectively with their neighbors and friends 
in control of their own communities, and it’s not 
that far away if only people had the confidence, 
and if they could realize the potential that have in 
the here and now. 

PE: Moving beyond McLibel, what campaigns 


do you now have in progress, battlefields in 
preparation? 

DM: It’s now a small group, maybe six to ten 
people who have been through quite a lot are are 
looking for new fights and initiatives. Recently 
there’s been another free speech battle, known 
as the “Gandalf case, where UK courts have jailed 
three journalists from an anarchist magazine for 
three years for reporting news of direct actions 
taken by activists here and abroad, in particular 
animal liberationists and environmentalists. This 
is a major attack on the freedom to report, and 
report sympathetically on protests against institu- 
tions which exploit, oppress, and damage our so- 


ciety. London Greenpeace is involved in this 
fightback against state censorship. We’re also pre- 
paring a range of new leaflets. We’ve done a leaf- 
let “What’s Wrong With Shell?”, and are also pre- 
paring one on The body Shop. 

Should you like more information about London 
Greenpeace and its activities, then write to: Lon- 
don Greenpeace, S. Caledonian Rd, London, Nl 
9DX. [lgp@envirolink.org]. The London Gandalf 
Support Campaign to which Dave refers in his last 
answer can also be contacted via London 
Greenpeace, Panther House, 38 Mount Pleasant, 
London, WCIX OAP. 
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LIVE AND TRAVEL WHERE 


Obstruction, division, and control- States and 
their borders obstruct, divide and control people, 
destroying the freedom of individuals to live and 
travel where and when they wish. What may seem 
to be harmless dotted lines across international 
maps, are in fact real physical barriers established 
and maintained by Government force. 
Obstruction at the border: Everyone when trav- 
elling is forced to give personal details to govern- 
ment departments beforehand, and then has to 
undergo being checked, obstructed, questioned, 
often charged with money and generally humili- 
ated. People without the “correct” papers 
can be turned back. People are often also 
prevented from carrying the items they wish to. 
Dividing the com- 
munity: Borders ar- 
tificially split friends and families, with members 
trapped on either side. Around border areas whole 
communities can be divided, as natural gather- 
ings and association is impossible. Offensive 
ideas such as racism, nationalist bigotry and “loy- 
alty to the State”- and sometimes wars- are 
fostered. 

Controlling the whole population: 

Governments use their territorial 
power to try to impose a single 

language and “cul- ture ” and 

to suppress diversity within their 

State. 

Outlawing sections of the community: Cer- 
tain sections of the population can be prevented 
from travelling at all by being refused a passport- 
in some countries this can mean almost every- 
one. Refugees can be classed as “Stateless” and 
forced to live in permanent insecurity and fear of 
being deported. Likewise, immigrant populations 
in general are often made into second-class citi- 


zens. 

UNACCEPTABLE- it is clear that all the above 
disrup- Ml tion and blight of our lives is main- 
tained J^B^by the ruling administrations for 
their ^B own benefit. In fact, they them- 
selves don’t allow their borders to affect 
their ac- Wt tivities- multinationals, financial in- 
stitutions, ^B diplomats, etc. can operate freely 
around ^B the world, ignoring or cir- 
cumvent- ■ ing borde rs. Th e results 
of their ac- 


EVERYONE MUST BE ABLE TO 
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tivities 
are also global- 

pollution, hunger, and exploita- 
tion. 

And of course nature re- 
fuses to accept these artificial barri- 
ers. Like nature, we ourselves should 
only respect natural differences in geog- 
raphy, climate and ecolgy of an area, along 
with respect for freely developed human 
communities and language, etc. We the or- 
dinary people of the world don’t have to put up 
with these stupid and oppressive dotted lines for- 
ever. 


SOME OF THE WAYS PEOPLE OPPOSE AND 
DEFY STATE BORDERS- People everywhere 
object to being controlled, harrassed and puched 
around. We support those who oppose border 
controls- they are standing up to a common en- 
emy despite differing situations. 

Mass defiance and opposition: In some regions 
borders are bitterly hated and attacked, and some- 
times Governments therefore can’t enforce them. 
This is especially true where there are national 
and regional liberation movements (eg. Ireland, 
Kurdistan, many parts of Africa and elsewhere). 
Protests: There are organized marches to a 
border (eg. South Korean students, women in 
Cyprus), anti-deportation campaigns, refugees 
taking “sanctuary” in churches, and movements 
to unite divided peoples (eg. Baques, Armenians, 
Palestinians, and Kurds). 

Evasion: Sometimes migrants sail to other 
countries (eg. Vietnamese, Albanians), and thou- 
sands daily ignore the US-Mexico border. Indi- 
to viduals used to risk being shot clambering over 
i the Berlin Wall, now abolished. Many more from 
all countries forge documents to be able to travel 
unhindered. 

IN THE UK- Many of the above problems and 
protests happen here. There’s the struggle in Ire- 
land to get rid of the British Government (and Army) 
and its divisive border there. There are also many 
anti-deportation campaigns here. The establish- 
ment of a European Superstate is a recognition of 
borders, not their abolition. It means an increase 
in internal checks and external exclusion; Let’s 
not be conned- bigger States or World Govern- 
ment will only lead to greater social conformity 
and controls. All Governments are oppressive 
and need to be abolished, replaced by self-gov- 
erning communities and freedom. 
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Introduction. 

Well, here is an interview with the vet- 
eran Anarco-punk band "Sin Dioe*' ("without 
God”), from Spain. They have a tot to say so 
enjoy, and don't forget to check out their new 
CD. Questions by Guto and Kerry. 

1) PE: Can you tell us a bit about the begin- 
ning and formation of the band? How many 
years have you otayed together and what 

flLt-. y o. ttr in fluences? 

Sin Diot: We have been playing for almost 
9 years as Sin Dios. The group was formed 
by Ignacio (bass and vocals), Pepe (guitar 
and vocats) and Canino (drums). Ignacio 
left the group in 1997, being subsituted by 
Pepino. Along the years we have published 
the following things: In 1990 a demo pro- 
duced by an Autonomous magazine called 
"Sabotage” called "..Nor owner”. Now is out 
of stock. In 1991 we did a split LP with an- 
other Madrid band titled "Ruido 
Anticapitalista” released by Potencial N.C. 
In 1993 we recorded the LP "Alerta Anti- 
fascista” produced by Potencial H.C., 
Oueimada (anarchist editorial) and Mala 
Raza (alternative distributor). Both of these 
records are out of print, but they wilt be re- 
teased together on CD and cassette. In 1997 
and after a three way agreement (between 
Potencial HC, Oueimada and Difusion 
Libertaria "La Idea”) the CD and cassette 
“Guerra A La Guerra” was released. 
Influences. As in regard to the group idea 
as a political arm, we have always been 
influenced by groups tike Crass, Conflict, 
Subhumans, Larm, etc. Also, especially in 
the beginning, we used to listen to English 
politcat HC such as Heresy, Ripcord, Con- 
crete So*, ENT, ...Lately we are pretty fond 
of Seein' Red, Catweazle, Scraps, Resist, Los 
Crudos, Puagh!, Speereth, etc., as HC/Punk 


groups. But as open minded people we also 
enjoy other types of music such as 
Portugese fados, classical, etc. 

2) PE: Due to the growing alignment of radi- 
cal bands with the phonographic burgeoise, 
the banalization and assimilation of our mu- 

sic-has very wett become intolerable. What 

dger "Sin Dios” have within their music that 

separates them from the bands we constantly 

hear on commercial radios, MTV and at shop- 

pi ng ce nters ? 

Sin Dios: The objetive of multi-nationals is 
very clear: their meddling in and controlling 
of "pseudo-radical” groups tends to trivialize 
and integrate so-catted revolutionary mes- 
sages into setting goods. Thus pretending that 
in this system there is a place for all politi- 
cal options. But what they really (try to) get 
is that it becomes a tying -conflicting mes- 
sage when people compare the words of a 
song and the expected behaviour of the 
group- with the true working ideas of these 
musical trust, high abusive prices of records 
and concerts, self-censorship, musical sup- 
port for the consumer society, conceit of 
members of the band, etc... These groups 
pretend they are running in a different way 
in this society, but they themsetves act fol- 
lowing "his master's voice”. 

On the other hand we consider ourselves 
an anarchist musical pamflet, being our 
maximum aspiration the agitation and 
spreading of libertarian ideals, trying to 
live/work in acordance with our principles, 
showing that it is possible to set in motion, 
today and right now, our ideals avoiding 
speculation and usury of music mercantil- 
ist, by means of a totat control of our works 
both in price (shown on cover ) and in setf- 
management. 

3) PE: Your last record, "Guerre a la guerra” 


("War on war”), was put out by the label 

"Difusion Libertaria la Idea” - Could you give 

u s some info on that group and what it's like 

I fl.flttt out a record independently in Spain? 

Sin Diot: Difusion Libertaria "La Idea” is a 
project we are trying to put in motion in or- 
der to bring forth and distribute Sin Dios 
products on short terms. On long terms the 
project is to serve as publisher of music 
and books, and records and book shop to help 
and promote the anarchist and anti-authori- 
tarian movement. 

A) PE: During the last couple of weeks . we 
witnessed an example of the Media's 

strength and its ability to manipulate public 

opinion. Since President Bill Clinton was 

accused of having an affair, the Media has 

focused its attention on the 'Playboy Presi- 

dent' story, while at the very same time the 
first American troops were being mobilized 

towards Iraq, to overthrow ex-C.I.A agent 

Saddam Hussein. In your opinion, what roles 

dp the Press and Media olav in our current 

society? 

Sin Diof: Communications means are one of 
the basic supports of the "powerful”, exer- 
cising the so-called " press liberty” as a right 
of millionaires. Radio, press and television 
today are big firms costing huge amounts of 
money to set them going therefore their own- 
ers are those holding the power that gov- 
erns nowadays almost on a ptanetary scale. 

If we investigate who the owners of 
mass communications means are, we see in 
alt closes the biggest share holders of alt of 
them are the financial power (the banks) and 
multinational firms. Controlling these means 
they make sure the only reality to be known 
is whai they have decided thus turning lies 
into truth, guiding people's opinions in the 
direction of their interests. For that reason 
we affirm that the so-called "freedom of 






press" is a fallacy as those voices critics to 
the establishment wilt never came to public 
knowledge. Real problems are not discussed 
in their means, and we, ourselves, Witt never 
be able to compete against communication 
holdings due to our shaky (precarious) situ- 
ation. We have to set in motion and spread 
contra-information channels analysing prob- 
lems caused by dominating world holdings, 
and by doing so, working littte by tittle, no 
haste no pause, we might change the actual 
state of disinformation. 

5) PE: Ift.yQM.S^ 

Au t PftQmm 

i s th t, d pa " ( Spanish 

te g n l or Squatt i n g.), I, filftt jfo Sm nl 
Sin Digs: The song is about the evil of mod- 
ern times. People who believe that fight is 
just a ptay or a way of life to join people 
and have good time and when hard times 
arrive they realise "play might turn into war" 
and they do anything to escape and save 
their own skin. The squatter movement is 
having a great boom, especially in Barcelona 
accompanied by police repression, 
dislodgement and tens of arrested taken to 
court causing riots in the streets. At this 
moment there are several social centers 
active in Madrid where many and different 
activities take place, although always a dis- 
lodgment menace hanging over our heads. 
We can say that in the last ten years the 
squatter movement has been spreading all 
over this country and there are very few 
areas without this type of social centers or 
people to start Up the movement. 

And this is positive, not because 
equating be its aim, but the start or cata- 
lyzer of many other revolutionary projects 
and the beginning of something more power- 
ful. 

6) PE: The Rave, Trance and Dance scenes 

What is, in your opinion, the influence oi these 

t ren d*. .m th.t..y.g.uM 

Sin Dioi; For us it is a serious problem, and 
not a criticism to a type of music, the new 
insane form of leisure which is clearing its 
way little by little. Here and in all of Eu- 
rope, these types of music are associated 
with inexpensive synthetic drugs with de- 
structive effects on the brain that is a form 
of exterminating. The younger generation 
which massively gathers together in places 
and parties where drugs is a must. The age 
of the consumer is getting lower every day 
(H years aprox.) and now it is not only hash- 
ish, cannabis,... but other substances with 
great annihilation power. The reason for the 
song is that we are watching some people, 
who, slowly are introducing these drugs into 
social squat centers as some thing anarchist 
and counter-cultural. We fight and are 
against the introduction of this synthetic shit 
into our freed spaces. 


7) PE: MiM-.Sftd..Arioleng.e am. s 
and jottur.^ 

since thf M:^ Ho.W„ 

Soc ial i n 

a. ft .l.h.ft w s h o utd wf ^ 

Sin Dios: The judiciary and penitentiary sys- 
tem is but a control system, that does not 
solve real probtems but creates most of the 
crimes. An example: in Spain with AO million 
inhabitants there are almost AO, 000 in 
prision. 70% out of this are due to drugs. 
The establishment uses and takes benefit of 
these crimes and police forces are justified 
by chasing offenders. And protecting those 
having power in this world of shit. There are 
big differences between torture in first world 
and that in the third world. And this differ- 
ence is death. In the "developped" world, 
torture with death is exceptional and causes 
more problems than benefits (although they 
do not doubt to cause if considered neces- 
sary), while in "under developed" countries 
this is usual as a "lesson" through death 
squadrons. We cannot recommend much on 
this matter. The important thing is to make 
it known pubticly and juricatly when pos- 
sible and if being tprtured try to remember 
there are colleagues outside who care about 
you, think you are not alone, do not believe 
anything they tell you and do not sign any- 
thing ia front of the police. 

8) PE: Y 0 Ujg f e item Spain,. ■.q .g.Q..Ufttry.JWhlc h 
ha.f .wittoe s .g.g. d the brnmU M rima n re vo: 

lution of a ti timeii^Aue. in t9M. U ffefla..aM 

turji wQ fktrs o,rg.ff n i,zft.d.lhfm.gflyiiJ.n s yn - 

dicalist groups like t .fr.fe...C^ 

S.oMtd.Pxaii..Q^ and . the F , ,AJ ...(tfrt 

lbf .d.g ..A.n.a.f..cMs t fed e r otic nl. a ad-Mlrolilg 

o,vfr.thto.w.,B 

thgs.g._c.ciii.g atx ea r s, Mw.,,d i rt....tl».(iL.,.SAi!img.b 

t h e i t „ c a m.m , uni. ties. 

liberating them f rom statai structures? 

Sin Dios; first thing is to bear in mind the 
information and self-education the Spaniards 
reached at that time, due to more than a hun- 
dred years of anarchist propaganda thru 
pamphlets, cultural ctubs (Ateneos), ratio- 
nalist schools, theatre pieces , etc.,. It is un- 
believable that 65 years ago, people were 
more cultured and critical even with an 
amazing rate of iiiiterates . It is also to be 
noted down that CNT (the anarco-sindicalist 
organization) reached one and a half mil- 
lion members. In some regions 2 out of 3 
workers are anarchist. Two months before 
the revolutionary outburst took place, the 
CNT held a congress in Zaragoza defining 
and theorizing the application of anarchist 
comunism. The regions where the most sig- 
nificant revolutionary changes took place 
are. ARAGON: the area with greatest spec- 
tacular changes due to its extent and espe- 
cially to the enthusiastic participation of 


peasants. Normally, villages being freed 
after the fight, state structure disappeared 
allowing revolutionary committees to break 
out taking the place of town-halls. It followed 
the collectivism of the lands where no one 
was forced to belong to the community He 
who did not want to join collectivism could 
cultivate his land on an individual basis pro- 
vided he worked by himself. What he was 
unable to work was transfered to the com- 
munity. 80% of the peasants joined collec- 
tivity. Coordination was achieved by creat- 
ing "El Consejo de Aragon" (Aragon’s Coun- 
sel). CATALONIA, the most powerful region 
of anarchism. Also the most industrialized 
in Spain, Same steps as in the country take 
place, replacing owners by management 
board elected directly by workers. The whole 
industry, public transport and public ser- 
vices were managed by workers from the 
19 th. of July. All industries were rapidly 
changed to produce war material In the 
political terrain, the antifascist militias were 
created in charge of war political organiza- 
tion and defense of revolution. ANDALUCIA: 
it is not possible to have a clear idea of how 
collectivization worked in Anadaiucia due 
to the advance of fascist troops. The above 
mentioned three areas are the most repre- 
sentatives and show that anarchism was not 
a theory but a practice of about 9 million 
people in this country. Further, all these 
practices , unlike those in USSR, were volun- 
tary and not imposed as in Leninist or 
Stalinist case. After the combats, the people 
took care of the economy and led their tifes, 
producing food, managing transport educa- 
tion, etc... And production improved even 
missing A0% of manpower that was fighting 
in the front against reactionary troops. 

9) PE: la,193autfti i-Fa su ist a liisacj i ifLnaly 
d.ef.edXg.dXh-f...-SiLqnigh--A nti..:Fa.sgiiis....an.d xil- 

qa i ned M i.tiMt.CQ n 

w. h a t if ally . happ.enn ed?. Andw h y d id t he AntL- 

to.gi,g.t.f.l a t t ic? 

Sin Dios: This is a difficult question. In fact 
there are thousands of books and theories 
about it. Trying to be brief , I will tell you 
what we think it caused loosing the war and 
revolution: A: CNT tost the majority of its 
best and most experienced militants during 
the first combats, being replaced in most 
cases by pusitanimous and without experi- 
enced peopte and in other cases by untrust- 
worthy people who avoid deepening into 
revolution and in many cases they become 
allied to counter-revolution becoming min- 
isters of the government, 6: The quick rais- 
ing of the PCE (Spanish Comttnist Party) op- 
erating under Stalin with a disproportionate 
growth (it reached 30,000 members) sup- 
porting smalt proprietors and being against 
revolution. They also controlled military as- 
sistance arriving from USSR. C: The set-up 
in the military terrain of a regular fronts 
war. Establishing the same planning, smalt 
and big units, as the enemy but having less 


29 




war material, instead of making a guerrilla 
war in the rearguard. 

10) PE: In your new record, you speak of a 
gr ou p g ull ed "KRA ” : OQ. U id yo u t i l l ug a b i t 

mare qbflULthein.?. 

Sin Dios: KRA is a suburban collective group 
which tor us is a good example how to orga- 
nize anarchists. They have a great influ- 
ence in their quarter, especially amongst 
young people creating a rather interesting 
situation. They work on matters like squat- 
ting, antifascism, antimilitarist fights... and 
above alt, broadcasting anarchist ideas thru 
a radio program and a free monthly bulletin 
(La Hoja Acrata). We do not belong to KRA, 
but we know each other, sometimes work 
together and we felt tike leaving some space 
to them to have their opinion. 

11) PE: T he c a ver_Q] your last r ec.Q£d_sho,ws 
a . dr a wi ng, of^naroMit J4ifih^ 

qitetnpting.10 g gs a si n u te Spa ni sh P r im e-Min - 

isiec AotQniQ-CgQQV-atjgi e Cas tillo 0880’*) - 

could you tell us more about that Historical 

e pis ode? 

Sin Diof: No, the front-cover refers to an- 
other fact occured in 1903, when Miguel Artal 
attempts to kill Maura, Spanish prime minis- 
ter and who saved his life thanks to the em- 
broidery of his uniform, in one of Artat's 
pocket they found a newspaper naming 
Maura "Angiolitlo’s flesh". Michele Angiotillo, 
an Italian anarchist who decided to put an 
end to Canovas del Castillo life (six time 
president of goverment), who ordered a 
massive arrest against the anarchist move- 
ment in 1896. He signed the execution to the 
death of six people and imprisoned 76 who 
were wildly tortured. We do pay homage to 
those individual anarchists who fight against 
the war imposed by the powerfuls and mak- 
ing them feel the consequences of war. It is 
also a touch of attention about the differ- 
ence between individualist acts who attacked 
true powerful people and the attempts of 
Leninist vanguards tike ETA, IRA, etc... where 
they even kilt civilian people and state offi- 
cials easily replaced and leaving the situa- 
tion without change. We do support violence 
in strikes, sabotages,... but a collective vio- 
lence. Not of a vanguard, although we have 
it clear that self-defense is a reality if we 
want to change this. 

12) PE: I have heard a lot about a Heroin 
pro b le m in Spain.- - e sp f c iat l y in the Pun k 

scene, how does/has this affects you? 

Sin Dios: Heroin had become a big problem 
in Spain, due to the amount of people caught 
by this drug with alt its robbery, murders, 
mafia,... Nowadays the problem has been 
transfered to other different drugs. Heroin 
has affected a minor measure in the punk 
movement (although alt of us have a friend 
either dead or caught by heroin) as we have 
always carried out an agressive campaign 
against heroin thru songs, pamphlets, or 
motto tike "Heroin=Police". but due to our 
fight beeing exclusively against heroin, other 




substances tike speed, anfetamines, slipped 
unasked into the movement causing prob- 
lems of nullification or even pschyiatric 
problems. Alcohol is another big problem, 
caused by the tittle importance given to al- 
cohol by Spanish punks with some famous 
personage motto of "Drink and Fight" or the 
so-called PGB (Party of People in Bar). We 
are not "straight edge" but are against say- 
ing that drugs are something liberating. Sin 
Dios has produced following self-adhesive 
sticker, "use it or not, but don't let them de- 
ceive you. Drugs are evasion, never free- 
dom". We refuse to make campaign pro any 
type of drugs, even if we consume some 
like coffee, tobacco or beer. 

13) PE: There seem s, t o be a 4 - 5 year pe- 
riod_betweeft,j<QUc new_r_eaord and the one 

before ("ALerta Antifascista"). Did "Sin Dios" 

b reak up d urin g that t i m e? 

Sin Diot: The reason for taking a long time 
between "Alerta Antifascista" LP and the 
"Guerra a la guerra" CD was becaused we 
were "unfriendly" to each other for two years 
but after that time we managed to get 
"Guerra a la guerra" edited in a decent is- 
sue. 

14) PE: The Spanish punk scene seems to be 
distqnt and detached from the US scene. You r 

new record, for example, was one of the first 

S panish rel ej^eriQ b e s e nt t o P.E - for re- 

view, Al so, lha ye neyepeef i E nglish tr a ns - 
lations in Spanish records before. Is it a 
problem of language or is it, perhaps, a lack 

ttLinte rf f i in c ommuni cating with outs ide 

scen es? 

Sin Diot: The language matter is another 
(different) problem in this country. On an 
educational level the english teaching 
was not sufficient. I myself (Canino) 
after 6 years of english in school/in- 
stitute cannot speak any engtish. This 
problem isolates the Spanish bands 
although we. Sin Dios, have tried to 
put an end to this situation. We have 
sent our CD to all foreign fanzines 
and magazines we had knowledge 
of to get their comments (in this 
matter we have had 
a great help from 
Angel of the collec- 
tive "Victims of 
Progress " who have 
very good contacts 
all over the world). 

Also a very good 
girl colleage has 
translated to 
engtish the fanzine 
of "Guerra a la 
guerra" and we 
have got it printed 
and wilt be in- 
cluded in CD’s and 
tapes to be dis- 
tributed to the rest 
of the world. Those’ 
having only the Spanish 


version may recceive for postage fee only 
the engtish one. The translation has been a 
hard job to our friends, to whom we are very 
grateful. From now on all our material will 
be translated into engtish. 

In a short time we shatl re-edit our first 
two LP’s -"Ruido Anticapitalista" and "Alerta 
Antifascista"- into one CD and/or tape. An- 
other project is a video about Sin Dios, not 
the typical video "only musical", but one to 
include history of anarchism, lectures, ar- 
ticles, video clips, live subjects, our opin- 
ions, etc. In August 1998 we forsee to record 
our next theme. It will probably be a mono- 
graphic homage to Abraham Guillen (anar- 
chist economist and suburban guerrilla strat- 
egist) with some of his writings, songs about 
them, CD-Rom track. Another project is a tape 
with versions of revolutionary music thru 
the times and thru the world and finally 
Spanish versions of political punk of the 70 's 
and 80’s. Well, a lot of projects but lack of 
time and tack of money (alt these projects 
wilt be translated into engtish). 

Finally, we want to thank Kerry and 
Guto, for conveying our thoughts in " Profane 
Existence" and our regards to alt peopte 
fighting today around the wortd and signifi- 
cantly to those who try that punk be reatly a 
menace and an instrument of anarchist fight. 
Heatth, love and anticapitatist hate!!!!! 

Sin Dios 1998 

Contact us: / Apdo. 18251 
/ 28080 Madrid / Spain 
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DISKONTO "Destroy Rebuild" LP I never mind the melody 


iA 


23 tracks of pure d-beat madness!! 
$8 (US) $10 (world) 

DISSENSION discography CD 

Grinding hardcore power from the 
years not long past. $7 (US) 
$9(world) 


...here's Sound Pollution 


SLIGHT SLAPPERS 
SHORT HATE TEMPER 


DESTROY! REBUILD! DECEIVED Smash Patriarchy 7" 

Angry hardcore punk with in your face 

j|U'. ,ytics 53 <us) 55 <worid) 

ilsbis r THOSE POOR BASTARDS s/t 7" 

**“2*r^f S 10 tracks of raging hardcore punk from 



| . L these Connecticut bastards! 

f f ft $3 (US) $5 (world) 

*D CITED 




All prices are post-paid. Send well- 
concealed cash or money order 
payable to "Pete". Send S.A.S.E. or 
I.R.C. for full list. 





P.O.BOX 287 
HARWINTON, <1.06791 
C.S.A. 
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NEW! WISIGOTH 

line hecatombs pour les immortels 7" 
l direct mailorder gets red vinyl ) 

SATURATION I DAHMER split r 
HYBRIDE 10 
HUMAN GREED 
"Absolutelly) greedlyl" CD 
DAHMER 9 track T 
DAHMER T-SHIRTS 
I black, with white and red ink in front 
and Spineless logo on back. M. L XL ) 


spineiess 

R E CO RDS 

PA BOX 524, SIN, t MTU H2L 4K 4, CANADA 
PHONE 514-276-3889 FAX: 514-686-3376 
WWW.SPINELESS.QC.CA 


Prices are postpaid and payable in us. 
funds ( except Canada 1 to Chris Dragan. 
Write fir latest catalog. Stores and 
distributors ask for wholesale prices. 
Write to Human Greed or Seized to this 
adress. they're p.o. boxes are closed. 




split 12"/CD $7 

Tokyo and Texas team up for a thorough ass 
kicking. Slight Slappars do 9 tracks of high octane 
HC, frenzied is the word. Short Hate T emper blast 
out 9 tracks of blistering stop start HC. 

A classic is born. 

HELLNATION 

"Your Chaos Days Are Numbered' 
LP $7 CD $8 
37 new tracks! 

Unrelenting HC power-thrash* only 
stopping to re load. 

ROMANTIC GORILLA 

CD $8 

1 9 song follow up to their classic split 
with Spazz. All the speed, craziness, 
and energy you’d expect from these 


KRIGSHOT 

"Terrorist Attack" 7"ep $3 

7 track debut of raging Swedish thrash. 
This is the second coming of MOB 47! 
Fucking awesome! 




GAIA 


'777 (1991-1997) CD $8 

Collection of hard to find, long gone, and 
songs I'm sure you never heard before 
spanning '91 '97. 17 in all! Includes the 
VIA Women's Liberation tracks and alot 
more! It is why they are one of the best. 



STIKKY 



DAHMER I I.R.F. split 7" 
DAHMER I SUPPRESSION split T 
DAHMER 2 songs T 
HARSH From manipgtatton... 7” 

ITEM USA CAN WORLD 
7 3.5 : 5 5 

10 /CD 7 9 9 

T-SHIRTS 9 11 11 


"Spamthology" CD $8 

Includes "Where's My Lunchpail" LP, both 
7"'s, compilation tracks, and 5 previously 
unreleased songs!!! 49 tracks in 72+ 
minutes! An essential collection of the best 
fast & funny band there ever was. 
also avail. "Where's My Lunchpail" LP $7 

ASSiiCK 

"Misery Index" 12"ICD$7 

15 new tracks. No let up, 

one pummeling assualt after another! 

Faster. 


send a stamp for a complete list of available titles & info, 
overseas send $1 or 2 IRC’s 
no checks! use a money order 

All prices ppd. in U.S. 

surface world/air Canada & Mexico add $1 per 7"/CD & $2 per LP 
Air Europe add $2 per 7"/CD & $5 per LP 
% Air Asia/Australia add $3 per 7”/CD & $7 per LP 

e-mail address: pollute@fuse.net 
http://home.fuse.net/soundpollution/ 

SOUND PDLLOnmi 

P.O.Box 17742/Covin^toii,KY.41017/USA 
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UNHINGED are from Liege Belgium and 
fiave been going since the early ‘90s playing an abra- 
sive and unique style of hardcore punk with mean- 
ingful social -political lyrics. They’ve released an 
excellent demo, 1” and LP on their own Nabate 
label and have toured in Europe severed times. The 
following interview was conducted through the mail. 
It was originally meant to be in two parts, but due 
to some confusion before J went to Mexico this win- 
ter, the second part never happened. All the mem- 
bers of UNHINGED (Alain, Ben , Wills, and Nat) 
participated in the answers. Questions by Jon... 

There has been some Cineup changes since 
the LP. How did this come about ? How 
are things working out with the new 
Cineup ? Have the new members made a 
change in the direction of the band ? 

A: Manu and Azill decided to leave, then with 
Ben and Nat we decided to try to keep the band 
alive. I’m very happy t/iat they pined UNHINGED 
because we've been close friends for years and they 
both have a strong personality. 

W: Aziff became a daddy one year ago and by the 
time HIATUS was still existing he wanted to have 
more spare time to lead his new life-style, 
and quit the band. Manu gave up 
because she had more 
d 





problems with her voice and preferred to let a friend 
take her place. We hesitated a little bit to keep on 
going with the same name 6ut eventuafiy we got 
two members of the “ Liege family" so we all fit 
together. About the direction, it is generally Ben 
sitting at the front and checking the map. 

N: To me, to be in UNHINGED is first to be with 
my friends. They asked me if I wanted to try. I’d 
been touring with them and HIATUS anyway. I 
like travelling and meeting people , seeing how they 
are organized in all the different places. I don’t 
really know what I’m doing , J just make my best 
effort, and do it the way I feel and I enpy it more * 
and more. 

UNHINGED has often been labeled as “emo- 
cru$r , . How do you feet about tfcis label? 
Do you think that you can combine ele- 
ments of both styles and bring about more 
interaction between these two subdi visions 
of the punk scene ? 

A: I guess people get trapped in their own stereo- 
types with those labels. I personally hate being 
labeled as “crust". I once wrote “In Grind We Crust" 
as a stupid joke for the advert for the first HIA- 
TUS T, maybe it gave the wrong impression that 
we label ourselves as “crust" or something here in 
Libgt ( which was never the case!). To get back to 
your question, yes, I would be very happy if people 
would set us simply as hardcore-punk and not emo 
or crust stereotypes. The last gigs we played here in 
Belgium and in England were in that direction, as 
we played with (DIY) straightedge bands and other 
punk bands as wef£. Everyone was very friendly to 
each other ( special mention to this gig in Breda 
with OUTRAGE and CHAOS BASTARDS!) 

W: I don't feel concerned by these labels either and 
I don’t pay much attention to tfiem. It's just fike 
dividing the scene into different groups of people 
while there are things so much more important than 
wearing the right patches or haircut. IVe listen to 
all kinds of stuff and we art four different persons 
which is good in one band. 

Tell us a bit about the squat in Liege. (His- 
tory, activities, legal problems, etc.) Has any- 
thing come out of the court cases yet be- 
tween the squatters and the owner of the 


build- 
ing ? 

W: It opened 
in August ‘96 
and got evicted 12 
hours later. Then we 
gave 
o„ u r 
version \ 
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happened to the 
local newspapers, 
explained some of 
our goals, had 

some blah-blah with a couple of “ officials ” from the 
city and actually got support from the whole neigh- 
borhood. So it was easy to re-squat it about ten days 
later. The owner fias 6een trying to evict us for 
months and months, turning down all of our pro- 
posals. while the house has been empty for ten years. 
It seems that the judge doesn't really know what to 
decide. 

A; The government minister suggested that the land- 
lady was abusing her right to property, and that the 
right for housing has to be pushed forward. Now 
she pretends she wants to sell the house. So I think 
we’re gonna try to get a mortgage and pay collec- 
tively each month a small rent. 

W: There is a vegan restaurant open every Wednes- 
day evening, and it is quite successful. Each person 
has his/her own activities like doing piercings, driv- 
ing or playing in bands, taking care of some dogs, 
getting free vegetables at the market t 
A: I would like to open an info-shop with books, 
records and cheap burgamix/soya chunks when a 
small room is available. 

You recently did a tour in Europe with 
DYSTOPIA. How did this go? What is 
your opinion of American bands touring 
in Europe? It seems that there are some 
mixed opinions in the European scene con- 
cerning this. 

W: Touring with them was fuckin’ great, we loved 
it and I got impressed by their energy even after so 
much beer and pot... It is very easy for American 








bands U> get gigs here os they attract many people 
coming just because of the “US” label. In many 
places peopCe woufd easily book a band from the 
states and refuse a European or eastern one . Like 
there is a bar in Ugt where we only got four gigs 
in two years (HEAD ACME, VIRTUAL REALITY, 
and HIATUS twice). DYSTOPIA got alt their 
tour money stolen at a gig near Brussels , so they 
couldn't get to the ILK on the day after . Afatngot 
them to play in that bar the day after without 
much discussing. Just spread some fliers mention- 
ing “H.C from LA.* during the day and people 
showed up. 1 don't think it would have been so easy 
with a European band. But weft, I have nothing 
against American bands touring here, it's tod to 
have some overseas connections, I just wish that 
more people would support tfteir Coca! scene. 

A: ft was a totally lovely tour witft DYSTOPIA, 
they are our fucking brothers and sisters! I think it 
is great that the DIY bands from the US can make 
extensive tours here in Europe, we need to meet 
different people, we need to communicate and share 
different impressions etc. On the other hand, North 
America is so big, and punk is so much developed 
there that we can get easily overwhelmed by the 
number of (nice) bands coming over . It can give the 
wrong impression that (good) hardcore/ punk bands 
come only from the States, and that us Europeans 
only try to be as good as the "real thing” (ie. the 
good American bands that speak English so weft 
and play so well, ete~.). So that is why American 
bands don’t get my priority when I am setting up a 
gig. I want to keep my energy helping European 
bands, as much as I can, in order to contribute 
empowering the European punk scene, because that’s 
where I live. What I call the “punk scene” is the 
network of people that goes to gigs, play in bands, 
organize gigs (usually the same people), release records , 
write Janzines and interact with each other. 

Some members of UNHINGED toured in 
the U.S. witfi HIATUS a couple of times. 
What were some of your impressions? How 
would you compare it to touring in Eu- 
rope? Do you agree with Piet's comments 
in PE #26? Would you consider coming 
over with UNHINGED? 

B: The first time that I went over to America I 
couldn't speak any English. I was also getting drunk 
every night, but I remember being pretty impressed 
by the turn up at gigs and I remember being sur- 
prised by the fact that half of the audience were 
girls in quite a few places which is not the same 
here in Belgium. We played tftat amazing gig at 
ABC No Rio witfi RORSCHACH, BORN AGAINST, 


VL\ 


and TDF! I re- 
member leaving 
the US with a 
Big impression 
thinking I was 
gonna come back 
at some point. 

Oft yeah, by the 
way it was 
HIATUS' first 
tour ever, so I 
had never been 
on tour before. 

We went there 
again a couple of 
years later. The 
good things are 

that l could eventually speak and 
understand English pretty well and 
that we were touring with you Jon 
and STATE OF FEAR. So we 
knew people there. We started the 
tour in Canada and where we had 
a couple of friends as well. The 
gigs over there were fantastic; Que- 
bec punks are fucking mental! They 
should be more careful with drugs 
though > I found that PCP a bit too 
popular in the punk scene. 

Sadly I couldn't be as enthusiastic 
talking about the U.5. bit. The at- 
mosphere in the band wasn't as good 
as it should have % but apart from 
that, most of Hit gigs Weren't half 
as good as the first time we were there. I didn't 
find the same enthusiasm in the scene, not many 
people turned up to our gigs , but that's probably 
only because we weren't as popular as the first 
time. People seemed to drink more to entertain 
themselves or maybe it's because I didn't drink as 
much ? The gig in Minneapolis was amazing and 
the hottest place I’ve ever experienced in my life. I 
hope to survive the west coast when we go there in 
April with UNHINGED! 

I guess everybody noticed that Piet was out of his 
face when he answered that interview. He was 
stupidly arrogant and as far as I know he is quite 
ashamed of himself 

A: I guess it is STILL better than being sober and 
arrogant towards the rest of the world! 

W: I think I never said “fuck off we’re from Eu- 
rope" or that was a joke... As we know and his 
personality for ages, it gave us a good laugh to read 
what he said. Maybe some frustration of not get- 
ting enough beer and food like in Europe. He actu- 


ally went to the U.5. with his band after so I guess 
you don't have to take it too seriously. We sure 
don't agree with that or him either! 

Both your ep and LP were released on your 
own label N ABATE, bow important is it 
to you to do all your own stuff? Would 
you consider doing a record with another 
label? Have you gotten any offers? Do you 
think that some DIY(?) bands have it too 
easy? 

A: I don't know if some bands have it too easy, I 
guess so, but I can't expect every band to run a 
record label. Before UNHINGED existed, I've had 
released a few records already, so it seemed obvious 
that I would also release my own band. It is a lot 
of work, but I like it. I like going to the printer and 
deciding which paper I'm gonna use, etc... it's a 
great feeling to be able to do all of those expensive 
things (of printing papers , pressing vinyl, etc.). Of 
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course. I also decide tfie wholesale price (cheap!) and 
the way I want it to be distributed, etc... so many 
reasons to do it ourselves! The only way I would 
consider being on another label would be for a for- 
eign pressing. For instance , somebody who is very 
nice is gonna probably press our new album in Canada 
for cheaper distribution in North America. In fact 
Vm very surprised that somebody wants to do that 
for us! 

Continuing from the last part of the Cast 
question ... you seem to have a very critical 
standpoint concerning the punk scene. Do 
you think that punks aren’t critical enough 
regarding the standpoint of bands and the 
actions of band members? On the other 
hand, do you think that sometimes people 
are too nit-picky and uptight? 

W: Personally I'm not much of a critical person, 
everyone’s different and no one's perfect, J try to 
take the best from everyone and I don't tike when 
people have too big of an ego and point a finger at 
anyone acting or thinking different There shouldn't 
be any hierarchy in the scene but many times band 
members get more respect and attention than others 
which is sad. 

A: Well, to be honest (I understand this question is ^ 
referring to a discussion we've had one night with 
you Jon). So to be very honest, I don't care if punks 
in general aren't critical enough, But I . certainly 
don't think that Profane Existence as a label is. I 
don't want to name bands, you know them, most of 
them don't seem to be concerned by what the maga- 
zine publishes. It's not like I expect everyone to be 
perfect, but I just don't dig semi-macho roefc-star- 
wanna be meat-eater type of bands. I expect bands 
to be more conscious than the rest , as they spread 
their ideas (or lack of) and can make a difference. 
I'm more critical towards bands than I am for people. 
As Wiffs said, no one is perfect. 

Throughout your releases, your lyrics have 
strong political and personal convictions. 
What are some of you recent sources of 
inspiration? What are some 
of the 


newer songs about? 

A: Nat and me got involved in an "anti- prison" 
group. We learned a lot from that, and two new 
songs are just about prison. Basically I'm against 
prison as much as I'm against the death penalty. It 
was quite a bit of a shock when I read Adrienne's 
column, the one in which she wrote that the human 
species couldn't deaf with too much freedom and 
how much safer she feels with the rapists locked up 
in the prisons. But unfess you are for capitaf pun- 
ishment , rapist are gonna get released one day or 
another, in two, three, or 30 years, it's just a matter 
of time! The difference will just be that the guy 
will be more frustrated and possibly more danger- 
ous. So not only did prison not prevent the “crime*, 
but it very often creates the “criminals". I didn't 
even mention the racism of the system since most 
white offend ants will get lighter sentences, while 
most black and colored people will get the heavier 
sentences. What we should do to prevent antisocial 
crimes is to get more justice, less poverty, less sexist 
education, etc~ it is probably easier to lockup more 
and more peopfe. 

Prison is irrational and barbaric , I could write about 
how it humiliates people, about suicide, aids, tor- 
ture (isolation cells^.). %iany people are sent in for 
real petty M crimes * that actually didn't harm any- 
one (but the government), and it is a shame to lockup 
all these people (that could be you one day!) 

N: Not until something changes concretely, I think 
it is important to support people inside, to write 
and keep them in touch with the outside everyday- 
life. and make them know they still exist to some- 
body. 

Tell us a bit about the history of NABATE 
records. Is it true that it was a publica- 
tion before g record label? What were some 
of the early releases on the label? Do you 
have any new releases coming up? 

A: Well, I started it in '86 with Manu, who later 
became the first singer of UNHINGED. Out of 
boredom we started it as a micro info-shop, with 
some books and a few records. Then the shop closed 


after six months, and we changed it into a mailorder, 
and started a (nonmusicaf) newsletter called "Nabate" 
and later "Uppercut". I eventually gave up ' cos I 
was the only one left to write it and I don't think 
it is good to write opinions without the inputs of 
others. The first records were an antisexist/femi- 
nist compilation LP called EXCLUSION, then a 7" 
by and English band called REVULSION. That's 
the first two releases. The label got a hit sfowed 
down in '97 because of my involvement in our little 
squat. I'm back with a few new releases in the 
pipeline for '98. There is the KATASTROPHOBI A 
dehut 7", HIATUS (cheap) compact disk with the 
two last LVs, the KIMUSAWEA LP and the (new) 
UNHINGED album (mayhe a split with UNSLUG- 
a great band from Brighton in England). 

Some of you arc involved in the gig collec- 
tive "Les Amis le Place 4". Tell us a bit 
about this. Where are the gigs organized, 
how often? What does the name mean? 
Also, could you tell us about the venue La 
Zone? 

B: We started organizing gigs in Liege as a punk 
collective in the early ' 90s as we were sick of hav- 
ing to travel for hours to see bands we liked and 
basically nothing existed in Liege. 

A: Nothing! Just a black hole swallowing matter! 
Ha! 

B: The existence of La Zone helped us to keep up 
and develop the punk scene in Liege a lot. These 
days La Zone is every popular venue in Liege, and 
it is great to be able to do gigs in such a place. 

W: They get the bar-money and we get the venue 
and the P.A. for free, and the door money, so we 
can pay the bands, some drinks, the food and post- 
ers... 

N: You can also volunteer there for their own gigs, 
you work the door, at the bar, etc. Then you get to 
know all the bands playing there... 

B: We're gonna organize a couple of gigs in two 
other places which seems promising. As I said. La 
Zone is very busy and it is not always possible to 
put on the bands we woufd like to there. 
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After almost two years of constant ac- 
tivities (shows with 200 people, steady 
places to play at, even 25 Ta ' Life came 
down), the enthusiasm of scenesters 
dwindled. People stopped coming to shows, 
usually staying outside not wanting to pay 
three to five dollars entrance fee ( for three 
or four bands). This caused venues to ban 
punk bands although the fighting at shows 
played a major role also. 

A couple of months have gone by tike 
this and already everyone is desperate for 
some sort of activity. I'm expecting a quick 
recovery. There are many projects pend- 
ing. 

There may be no reunion place for 
punks and skins, but some bands and zines 
are stilt working, putting out cassettes and 
literature. For those of you interested in 
our scene heres a list of contacts. 

There are two zines that I know ap- 
pear regularly. Zine-Verguenza (currently 
on #6). This zine covers the Puerto Rican 
punk/HC scene, has Anarchist / Anti-impe- 
rialist essays and contacts from all over 
the world. Just send a dollar and 2 stamps. 
The other zine is Boriculas Bestiales (now 
on #7). This one is oriented towards ska 
and Oi and mostly covers foreign bands. 
You can get this for free, but be nice and 
send some stamps. Theres also a coot cut 
V paste book catted Tenemos Derecho A 
No Trabajar (we have the right not to work). 
It has essays, art and even an interview 
with a cop. $4, but its nice and fat. 

If you'd tike to move your booty with 
some PR punk / HC you should check out 
these cassettes: Actitude Subversiva "Ni tu, 
ni dios, ni el mundo". Melodic and political 
punk rock. Cojoba “Esperitu de punk". 
Rockin political punk with female vocats. 
Etsetera "La ultima vida". Experimental 
sound done by one person. Lopodrido "Odia 
to podrido". Upbeat punk rock. 

Everything is listed in Spanish because 
that is the tanguage spoken here. Here are 
the addresses. 

Cojoba / Zine-verguenza / Taina / Catte 
7 C-19 / Metropolis, Carolina / PR 
00987 

Boricuas Bestaites / Javier / P.O.Box 
23074 / San Juan, PR 00931-3074 

Tenemos Dercho A No Trabajar / 
Etsetera / Samuel / Catte 25 Z-1#1 / 
Ciudad Universiteria / Trujillo Alto 
PR 00976 

Actitud Subversiva / Felix 69 / Catte 
Polaris FO 10 / Irtanda Heights, 
Bayamon / PR 00956 

Lopodrido / Juanko / P.O. Box 3277 / 
Amelia Contract Station / Catano, PR 


aqueduct'. This is supposed to eliminate 
our current water problem. It’s very prob- 
able it won't hetp a bit and that it'll only be 
another waste of the people’s money (100's 
of mitlions); he doesn't c are. This project 
hasn’t even been fully approved by the cor - 
responding authorities! But what the hell, 
he also wants to make a freeway that woutd 
destroy part of the only large green area 
of the metro area ( the botanical garden ), 
and he woutdn't mind a couple of radars 
installed here courtesy of the U.S. Armed 
Forces / Defense Department. Those would 
be to catch drug trafficers yeah, what- 

ever. 

Other things about this government that 
are bizarre, it considers P R. as part of 
the U.S., so our "nation" and "nationality"is 
American (U.S.) and not necessarily Puerto 
Rican. It (Gov't) kisses up so much to the 
U.S. that it now wants math classes given 
in English (later it will be the whole cur- 
riculum). Kids here don't speak English, 
generally speaking, and they have the 
nerve to say this is for the kids' own good! 
Another thing is that there are 15 political 
prisoners (P. Rican) locked up in the U.S. 
for fighting for P.R.'s independence from the 
U.S. The Governor has clearly stated that 
he will not work towards their excarcelation 
and suggested that they ask for it. They 
are serving longer sentences than a mur- 
der or rape charge combined!! The tourism 
ads proclaim "Puerto Rico-USA". Fuck that 
shit!!! 


00963 

About the islands political climate I 
should start out by saying that 'politicas' 
are Puerto Ricos #1 sport; Its a common 
saying here. The favoring of a certain party 


is something that’s usually passed down 
generations. Some people vote for canidate 
'X' just because their parents did. During 
the last elections many people voted for 
the current governor (Dr. Rosello) just be- 
cause they thought he was handsome! 
Please!!!! 

This guy insists on privitizing anything 
he can get his hands on. Hospitals, hotels, 
telephone co., etc.. He also insists on going 
on with projects that are harmful to the 
economy and ecology such as the 'super- 







ing in the US. We changed our guitar player and 
Coprofilia is now we want to be more active with the band, 

^ only one of put out some more stuff. We want to make con- 

the prom is- nections with the international scene, aH of '§ 

ing anar- people that make Dl.Y projects, in the woiid We 

chist bands recorded a demo in 91 and 92 but it was never | 

emerging put out because we didn’t havethe money then. $ 

from South Theresa new recording with 24 songs that. we' 

and Latin put out on cassette and 8 of those songs were 

America released by Profane Existence on a 7" recently, 
lately. In fact, 

N the South PE: How did you get hooked^g with PE? I think 
American this is the first Mexican DIY record released in 
scene is ab- the US. f 

solutely huge G: This is because the bass player and I were 

but language traveling in the States and we stayed for about 

barriers keep 3-4 months in Minneapolis TA^e:;-giet those 

people in people there and one: friend named Kerry 

Western Eu- wanted to put out an LF bf our recent cassette, 

I j rope and the but he didn’t have tip money, so it woyndup 

M US from find- being a cassette release on Sin F r o nte r a s r 

Wj ing out what sent the tape, but he went traveling to Brazil 

inspiring for a long time and we couldn’t get hold of him, 
things are go- so PE offered to release a 7". 

N ing on in this 
part of the 
world. To coun- in 
* teract this situ- 

■jj^^ ation of igno- 

ranee, there will G: The scene basically started ih ;; 95/86, peqpW 

hopefully be 
more informa- 
tion of this type 

in future issues, attempts to make connections with^the rest of 
M so that we can the world. It wap-tried to put anarchist ideas 

turn our move- into the punk scene to make mbf#actfvities ? ta r ^ati^ialMbciigebe^S flsistance, anti-war, anti- 
ment into a truly make a more reaf movement That movement nudearpower organizations. Many of the people 

W nationalist one! In- was growing, but than we have a real problem attending were punk but „ we distrib- 

in February 1 997 by because the old generation, a lot of old punk 

Mexico City was Gonzo, the rockers from the first generation, left the scene. 

They are tired, they have economic or 
family troubles. So ^ e Y leave 

the scene and I now 

there’s a new I ^gen- 

eration, Mf'' |L I with 
more 4 J|^ Uvi’ 


PE: Why don’t we tgik a bit about the situation w.:PE: I think you were also involved In a cohcert 
Mexico. I think many people don't really know collective? 

anything about the scene here, so maybe you G: In the year with the problems, some people 
can give some background information/' L Wanted to makl activities just with punks. The 

Electives organized annual gathenib|| with 
tried to make collectives, ^tried to make zines, conferences. ^ J 

work in political groups. The collectives got big- % , ^ 

ger and there ware a lot pf meetings, there wfrel^ PE: Thia^/as onlyifoP punks? 

G: At first the. gatherings were only for punks, 
but then wajn^jted Greenpeace, Amnesty Inter- 


inter- 

terviewed 

Y@hoo 

vocalist. 


pers. A 
weren’t 
those 
1992 
t impor- 
\ tant 


PE: OK, since many people probably never heard 
of you, let’s start out with a short band history. 
G: We started in 1 991 , just out of fun, we didn’t 
really want to make a band, only for fun. But we 
have some line-up changes and we decided to 
make a real band, so we found a name and prac- 
ticed a few days a week. We never really had 
precise goals, only wanting to play because we 
like that type of music. In our lyrics, we want to 
talk about our problems here in Mexico, like in 
living in this big, hard city, Mexico City. We make 
some lyrics about problems in the city like con- 
tamination, about indigenous struggles and 
some personal points of view. Now, we’ve been 
playing for 7 years, but it’s not been a consis- 
tent thing. Sometimes we don’t play or practice 
for longer periods of time. For example, we didn’t 
do anything in 93/94 because we went travel- 




because the anarchist movement broke up. 
Now, there’s a lot of collectives but there’s not 
much unity. Now, there are a lot of young people 
who don’t even know what we were doing back 
then. 

P6: Maybe you can give us some general infor- 
mation about what the punk 
scene hareTs like? "I A ft IP I l\(*A 
G: There is. a big difference between here and 
Europe orth^US. There are a lot of very young 
punks, like 1 2 years old. Most people start out 
with punk at the age of 1 2 or even leas. When 
you're around 1 5, you need to work to survive, 
to help your families. Almost all the punks live 
with their families. Almost all the people get mdr 5 
ried by the time they’re around 20 years old. 
There% hardly anybody who is 25 or older. The 
scene always changes because there’s such a 
large turnover. The problem especially In 
Mexico City is that it’s such a huge city, in; the 
whole of the city there must be 50008000 
punks, but you only know about 1,00 if you are 
connected to the^ines and the ppHeptives dr 
being in a band. The biggest concert in Mexico 
City ever, was La Polla Records from Spain and 
there whs 8000 people there. Even when there 
are bands like GBH or Exploited, there’s thou- 
sands of ppo pie and most of these people We've 
ndyer seen before. Some people are punk but 
you don’t know where they live or what they do. 
Maybe we need newspapers or zines with re- 
ally good distribution. The “Chopo” used to be a 
good pjacp for meeting people and sharing in- 
formation but that vyas 5 or 1 0 years ago. We 
d on % have s goats o r meeting places, so there’s 
no central place to go to meet people. Some 
people te in the same city but there’s 2-3 hours 
traveling distance between them, so it’s hard 
to have meetings where everybody will come. 
It's hard for people to travel 4 hours every day 
just to meet someone or hang out. I think we 
need more organization but it’s hard to make a 
real collective with §000 vpbdpld. Sometimes 
there were collective meetings with about 1 00 
people and that is a lot Of people! From this ex- 
perience, some people now want to make ac- 
tivities with only 2 or Spbople. It’s better for us, 
for our city, to mate projects with about 3 
people, you can achieve more than when voy.’ re 
20 orlOp people,.; §/ L -Z L* L --i V I 


tapes, records, zines and also a 
place for meeting people and ex- |g| v 
changing information. In the late 
80ies there were a lot of punks 
and people were trading stuff, dis- 
tributing political information, now 
it’s a very commercialized. Ther^ 
is a lot of rock related merchanj- 

not as good as it used to be, but it 
is very well known. I would assume 
that probably every teenager in 
Mexico City has heard of it and 
would knpw where to find it. As it’s 
a regular, weekly event, it’s good 
for meeting people and outsiders 
can get some information about 
oub movement? 

, PE: Can you tell in what way women are involved 
in the scene and. what kind of problems they 
have, living in such a catholic country? 

G: It’s harder for them because almost all of 
the punks live with their families, so it’s hard for 
them to dress punk. In Mexico, there are a lot 
of women involved in the punk movement, some- 
times they put out zines or work on activities, 
but sometimes they don’t do anything. 

PE: Are there any Women in bands? 

G: When they are, there’s always only one 
woman in a band, like a singer or something. 
Onlyln 85 ther§ was an all-women band. 

PE: At concerts what would you say is the rela- 
tion of mate/female in percent? 

G: I think now it’s 60:40 or 70:30, but I can’t 
really say exactly. 

PE: How ar^ the women treated? After all, this 
is the land of machismo! Is there any problems 
with this in the pun£ scene? 

G: Maybe more than in other countries. Our 
culture is very macho so you’re educated in that 
way. So a lot of people have this 
way of thinking. 



PE: Don’t they have problems when they go to 
concerts because their parents are afraid that 
something will happen to them? 

G: But they don’t care, it’s just like with us men! 
There’s always problems with the family, but 
you don’t care! 

PE: Do the women get married and have chil- 
dren and leave the scene when they’re about 
16-18? 

G: I think it’s earlier, probably 1 5 or 1 6. They 
might not get married, but they’ll get pregnant 
at that age. Some get pregnant at 14 or 1 5, 
there’s a big problem here with teenage preg- 
nancies. I think between 1 5 and 20, almost all 
the people leave the scene because they get 
married, pregnant or something along those 
lines. 

PE: Maybe we can speak about music. I noticed 
in the Chopo, there’s all kinds of subcultures. 
What is the relationship between punk and for 
example death metal, which is very popular 
here. In some countries there is a big division 
between these music styles, what about here? 
G: It’s hard to explain, sometimes we have good 
relations but in other times it’s very divided. We 


PE: You said that young punks 
will come into the scene at the 
age of 1 1 or 1 2, what is the age 
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PE: Maybe you can explain what the "Chopo” is, 
as it is a very unique place, I’ve never seen any- 
thing like this before. 

G: The Chopo is a weekly market that happens 
on Saturday. It started out more than 1 5 years 
ago as a market for all kind of youth cultures, 
mostly for rock music or rock ‘n’ roll. It’s kinda 
like a flea market with stalls selling clothing, 


4 . « is# # M 

u: Now, it s mostly the same for- 
both. In MexiccPCity, there has 
been punk for 8 years, it’s also 
children from the street, work- 
ing in the streets cleaning car 
windows. A lot of those people 
are punk and they’re maybe 8 
years old. Generally, the women 
are 1 4 or 1 5 years old. 
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have some really good connections to some 
bands playing death metal, ska, gothic or rock 
n’ roll. We have good relations and sometimes 
we play together in big concerts with different 
styles. With some people we have troubles, also 
inside the punk movement, it’s very, very divided. 
There are a lot of different people at the Chopo: 
rich people, poor people. You can make friends 
or not. Sometimes you can have support from 
those people, talk with them. 


in Western Europe or the US. 


recording, and we are looking for a label to put 
out that stuff (not Profane, ha ha] (Maybe Sin 
Fronteras or Epitaph, yeah). So if you have a 
DIY major label, ask us if we want to put out a 
record with your company. But please don’t ask 
us if we are from Minneapolis (ha ha). 

We have a lot of problems like money, places to 
record, equipment, lack of support from people, 
and good pressings. The first problem is money- 
we can’t pay for a good studio, good covers in- 
cluding booklets. We almost can’t put out LPs 
because it’s expensive and only one pressing 
plant exists in Mexico City [maybe two or three 
in all the country). If the punk scene supported 
local bands, then we could make better and 
more constant recordings. So if we can sell 
some tapes throughout the world, we appreci- 
ISk ll WQM ate this a * ot> We now can 
11 1 JHBH se '* some T-shirts and tapes 
Jjt I Billing since Profane and Sin 
p f H Fronteras distribute our 

stuff. So if you want to buy 
M something from us or some 

other Mexican stuff, write to 
: me at the address in the 

1 scene report. We will appre- 
i ciate that because we can 
have some money to drink 
: beer (OOPS ha, ha) and sur- 
m vive in the third world. (OK, 
™ we go to buy strings and 
%. . cymbals). 


PE: To what extent is there communication be- 
tween the punk scenes in South America? Are 
you in touch with any bands in these countries? 
G: The communication is extensive, bit I think 
it’s not as good as it could be. Maybe because 
we communicate through letters yet, and don’t 
have all the fucking technology and money to 
make a good and fast communication. Right 
now (January ’98] is the first anarcho-punk gath- 
ering in Latino America (Uruguay ’98) and I think 
this will be a big step towards making a big con- 
nection us, and will work and walk together. We 
know a lot of bands from South and Central 
America, bands like us without money that try 
to survive in these fucking countries. Some 


PE: Are there other musical styles where there 
is some political 
attitude, or only punk? 

G: In each movement there exists some politi- 
cal bands, you can find some political back- 
ground, be it metal, ska, reggae or whatever. 
Some people here play folk 
music and they sing about po- j J|p 

PE: As there is a lot of politi- 

cal activities because of the 

Zapatista uprising, are punks i 

integrated in the population, 

together with “normal” iff!.- 

p e °p |e? 

G: Since the early years of 4 ' 

punk, the punks have always ^j l l 

been connected with the so- 

cial groups. A lot of people go ^Jj|j 

Zapatistas and civil groups. Jj 


PE: Do the political punks sup- ■ 
port the Zapatistas? 

G: Some, I can’t say all of HB|| J 
them, a lot of people like them ^ 

but not everyone does, be- r 
cause there are some con- i 
troversial aspects about them not ev- 
erybody likes. Some people like them 
but don’t really support them. 


■ “Latinoamerica Una Lucha 
Incansable Contra el Poder" 
1 . A horrendous mistake in 
the order and selection of the songs. 
W BB Two songs listed are not on the EP 
IBB and two other songs are featured 
I P^B but not listed. “No al V Cenentiaro” 
\\ 1 * s not: on t ^ ie recor d. instead is 

\ I “Sabada on la Lia”. On the side B, 

the song called “Latinoamerica...” is not on the 
record. Instead is the song called “El Gato y el 
Raton”(^?). So the title track of the EP is not on 
the record. So this is bad for us and the people, 
since it is the totally wrong songs and titles. The 
reasons may be bad communication, fucked 
DAT, fucked idioms, and putting out the record 
without care. 


PE: Is there a problem to go on the 
streets looking like a punk? 

G: Well, yes, sometimes you get stupid com- 
ments from people on the streets, it really de- 
pends on the neighborhood where you live. And 
of course, the biggest troubles are with the po- 
lice! 


bands are broken up and there’s a lot of new 
bands. Hopefully we can make tours for the 
South American bands in Mexico soon, and we 
want to go to play there soon. Cheers to all 
Latin American bands. 


PE: Are there fascists here? And ^vhat about 
rednecks or Mexican patriots? 

G: There are some neo-fascist organizations but 
they have meetings in clubs of the upper class. 
They don’t really have any foot troops, it’s more 
an intellectual right wing thing. They don’t mani- 
fest themselves, they don’t walk the streets look- 
ing for something. Maybe when you are in a rich 
part of town you’ll run into nazi skins, but it’s 
not really a problem like it is in many countries 


PE: Coming back to the band, what plans do you 
have for the future? What kind of problems do 
you have to face when trying to put out records 
or tapes in Mexico? 

G: We want to take some equipment to prac- 
tice and play in concerts, find a fucking bass 
player because our old bassist went to the first 
world to get married and be a fuckin gringo citi- 
zen (and be a Minneapolis punkrocker, ha ha). 
We are preparing new songs to be on a new 


2. In P.E. number 33, Profane put the descrip- 
tions of the releases, and we had the worst part 
with the same description as Servitude. So we 
aren’t from Minneapolis, we aren’t necessarily 
anarchopunk thrash, more brutal that Health 
Hazard and more over the top than ABC Diablo... 
and maybe we aren’t Coprofilia in P.E. (ha ha). 
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Insane Youth is a Belgian band that exists for 
some years already. After some lineup 
changes, they have their first vinyl (a split 7" 
with the Dutchies of Boycot) out and they’ve 
been doing some gigs. They did a tour in Spain 
in November ’97 and there should be another 
one in Germany in July ’98. They’re nice and 
caring lads that play a powerful mix of dis- 
core, metal-crust and emo. A band to keep in 
mind... This interview was done on a dusky but 
causey winter afternoon in January at Tomaz’s 
in Gent. We had to do the first three ques- 
tions again afterwards ‘cause the tape was in- 
explicably empty. Maybe It was the energy that 
radiated from these guys or the TY. curse... 
Later the floppy with the typed version crashed 
and I had to do everything over... The X Files? 

Interview by Brob (Tilt!) 

Jan a.k.a. Fonz: drums / Steve: vocals / Tim: gui- 
tar / Thomas a.k.a v Tomaz: bass 
PE: How did each one of you get in touch with 
HC/punk? What does it mean to you nowa- 
days? Is it a substantial part of your daily lives 
or just something that stays limited to your free 
time? 

Tim: When I was about 14, I heard a Dead 
Kennedys tape and since then things have been 
really goin’ wrong with me (irony). 

Fonz: Yeah, you definitely have to let people know 
that. 

Tim: But f certainly learned to be critical, to think 
for myself... And what does it mean to me now? 
It’s a way of life, it helped me to make choices in 
life... And about free time...every day is free time, 
you decide for yourself what to do with your time. 
This way of life certainly isn’t limited to so called 
‘free time’. 

PE: But What is the most important thing? 

Tim: To me, punk means reacting against a sys- 
tem that I don’t agree with. Think critically and 
make your own choices. Living an alternative way, 
alternative to the capitalist system. 

Tomaz: For me, it happened via skateboarding. I 
got to know the Dead Kennedys, the Ramones, 
the Exploited. First the music... Later came Crass. 
Tim: That’s not music? (laughter) 

Tomaz: That wasn’t music (irony)... Then came Dis- 
order, that certainly wasn’t music (more irony). The 
music got less important, 1 got interested in the 
message. Music didn’t have to sound great. It 
was more about reaching people, telling them 
something through the music. Later I got in touch 
with the Vort’n Viz scene, the DIY scene. 

PE: What is the essence for you? 

Tomaz: The same: critical thinking... not copying 
others mindlessly but choosing for yourself. Try- 
ing to be as free as possible with all the restric- 




tions the system tries to -impose on us, trying to 
exceed but also trying to go beyond those limits 
as much as possible. I realize I can’t actually 
change society but I try to deviate as much as 
possible. I try to deep an open eye for everything 
around us while society is trying to blind me actu- 
ally. Do you get what I mean? 

PE: How do you apply all of that In your day to 
day life? 

Tomaz: When someone says something... For in- 
stance, when somebody mentions Coca Cola has 
put a new drink on the market, i’ll tell them what 
C.C. means to me. I’ll discuss with people what I 
get to know via the HC/punk-scene, through 
fanzines, etc. 

And Fonz? 

Fonz: It started with listening to the music of 
course. It grew from there. I don’t really think 
about what HC/punk means, I just do things. I 
don’t say to myself “I gotta act like this ‘cause that’s 
punk”, I think for myself, I go with my feelings. Sub- 
stantial is thinking for yourself, respect... The mu- 
sic, which is communication. It causes action and 
reaction. That’s about it. Discuss with people. I 
don’t say I do big things, I don’t say I’m the new 
Jesus who’s gonna change the world, I just do my 
part, I do my best... 

Steve: For me it started with P.I.L. (laughter), then 
the Sex Pistols, Exploited, Dead Kennedys. I got 
to know them through a relative. Then came the 
logical bridging, like for a lot of people, to Conflict 
and Crass. Crass started to draw the attention to 
the lyrics and the ideology. Everything OK but in 
the beginning, in that little scene that we wandered 
around in, thinking didn’t come first, the emphasis 
was more on amusement. We just lived. We 
talked about it. Then came the Vort’n Viz (the fes- 
tival with Oi Polloi and Subcaos) and we started 
to realize, “Wow!”, that things could be done to- 
tally different. We started to look at things from 
another perspective. 

PE: Then you got the idea that it was some- 
thing bigger, that things could be reached? 

Steve: Yeah, people were talking to you not just 
because you could drink a lot but because you 
had something to say. They really listened. Then 
we started to move on... 

PE: If you had to give a lecture on HC/punk for 
a class of 14-15 year olds, what would be the 
keywords? 

Steve: Think for yourself, be yourself. Realize that 
there are more people who think for themselves 
but that there’s also a lot of ignorant people who 
imitate, don’t know the facts of life and see HC/ 
punk as weird. 

And that thing that I’m always going on about: 
“The HC/punk scene is supposed to be an al- 
ternative for the capitalist music industry...bla 
bla bla.” What do you think about that? 

All: Bullshit! (laughter) 


PE: OK, be honest about it.. 

Tomaz: I’m against the capitalist system because 
everything has to make way for power and money. 
It causes a lot of trouble. And the music industry 
is part of that. I don’t know if it’s a very important 
part but still, it’s glossed over. It’s as if music is 
something unto itself but what is behind it all? It 
brings along a lot of misery and I think it’s pretty 
important to try and create an alternative. 

Fonz: You’re right. 

Steve: I think the word ‘scene’ is a bit exagger- 
ated. In fact, there are enough people who are 
not really HC/punk, who don’t enjoy the music and 
thus don’t know the lyrics but who are probably 
thinking in a HC/punk way. That word narrows it 
down a bit. For me HC/punk hasn’t narrowed but 
broadened my perspective; I know that interest- 
ing things happen elsewhere as well. Like Tim 
said earlier about techno. There are some people 
out there who also think different about things. 
Fonz: You don’t have to be punk to be different, to 
be alternative. 

Steve: It’s the ideas that count, not the musical 
style. It’s got nothing to do with what the Offspring 
or the H8000 crew or Sick of It All stands for. It’s a 
pitty that those people rape the idea. If you’re 
punk you’re supposed to be into the Sex Pistols 
and if your HC, Sick Of It All or Biohazard. 

Tim: Punk is actually nothing but a label invented 
by the music industry to describe certain people 
who think differently. “Punk=trash!” 

Steve: Putting people in a box. 

Tim: It’s an out of place label. 

Steve: Most people who hear the word punk think 
of junkies or scum. The media has painted an 
image of it and that turned into the stereotype. It 
doesn’t have anything to do with reality. 

Tomaz: It’s nothing but a label. If someone asks 
me are you a punk or a crust, I just tell them I’m 
Tomaz. 

PE: Is there one person who takes care of the 
content of the lyrics or does everyone have 
their say; do you discuss them? Are there 
other members besides Steve who write lyr- 
ics? How about taking care of other things 
who have nothing to do with the actual music 
making (ie. concerts, recordings, distribution, 
public relations, etc.); is that the task of one 
person or is it everyone’s decision? 

Steve & Tomaz: More that before... 

Tomaz: Not that before there was no discussion 
but now, it’s better... 

Fonz: Steve’s writing the lyrics. We try... 

PE: Everyone has their say? 

All: Yeah, yeah. 

Tomaz: If Steve writes something we really don’t 
agree with then we say... 

Steve: That has happened before... I once wrote 
a song... I sometimes have problems expressing 
exactly what I want to say. I still stand behind the 




lyrics I wrote but sometimes I have to explain what 
I mean with a certain sentence. It sometimes hap- 
pens that I feel offended, misunderstood because 
people don’t understand me but it’s also a bit my 
own fault because I can’t express myself a 100% 
the way I’d like. 

PE: Until now nobody there are no lyrics writ- 
ten by the others? 

Steve: Until now... 

Tim: I’ve written lyrics but when I read them again 
when I’m sober I think.. 

Fonz: Others have written lyrics but we haven’t 
used them, (some mumbling) About the 
rest. .everyone has their job; if s not one person... 


Tomaz: Ifs very flexible... 

Tim: I take care of finances and when someone 
calls or writes for a gig, l ask for information about 
things and I ask the others, “Are you free?”, “Are 
you into it?”. If they all agree then we go ahead. 
It goes spontaneously. 

Fonz: (ironically ) “We’re a tight outfit! And Fonz 
now hugs and kisses his comrades.” (laughter). 
Tomaz: (seriously again ) Tim is a very disciplined 
and he’s a good book-keeper... 

PE: But you talk about things? 

Tim: Yeah, like with giving our 7”s to Bruno (Genet 
Rees and Pyrrhus distro )...Fonz didn’t care... I 
was into it (letting him distribute the 7”) but Tomaz 
and Steve didn’t so the majority decided we’re not 
gonna do it... 

PE: But it’s not like one person drags the oth- 
ers along and urges others to do things? 

All: No, no, no... 

Steve: Maybe in the early days... 

Tomaz: Since the 7” got out and the tour, things 
have improved a lot. 

PE: Tim’s not in the band just because he’s a 
good guitarist but because he’s Tim? Fonz 
isn’t in the band because he’s a great drum- 
mer but... 

Fonz: (ironically ) Actually, that is the 
reason... (laughter). 

Steve: In fact, Fonz was an “emergency-solution” 
(more laughter). During our first concert he was 
really laughing with us and the second he was 
already in the band so he couldn’t laugh with us 
anymore. 

PE: Seriously? 


All: Yeah, yeah. 

Tomaz: Our first gig was with a different drummer 
but he... 

Tim: He dropped out. He wasn’t interested, he 
just wanted to be with his girlfriend. 

Steve: At that timepoint there was already a cer- 
tain ideology growing and that guy was totally not 
into that. 

Tomaz: And then came Fonz after having laughed 
with us. 

Steve: But we did get back at him... 

Fonz: And I got back at you guys by playing in the 
band... 

Steve: But he already regrets that now. 

PE: I read that you guys find 
the term “P.C.” ridiculous, 
that you don’t take people 
who strive to be as politically 
correct as possible seriously. 
Tell me a bit more about your 
attitude concerning this. 
Fonz: Ifs a term used by people 
who think they’re better than 
others by criticizing them. 
Tomaz: People who try to live 
consciously, who adapt their 
consumption-pattern to what 
they know (of course one 
doesn’t know everything)...! do 
take these seriously. In your 
questions it’s as if I don’t take 
them seriously but I do. But I 
think the term is ridiculous be- 
cause of the fact that it’s being 
abused.. .If you hear me using 
the term 
P.C. it is to 
make fun of 
it 

PE: Be- 

cause you 

think those people do it.. 

Tim: For their “ego”. That is the 
keyword (laughter because 
ego is a word I used before...). 

You don’t have to label your- 
self like that, you just have to 
do things. 

Fonz: Don’t always criticize 
someone else, look at yourself. 

Tomaz: It’s just hypocritical. 

OK, you can say “Do you know 
this or that..?” But I don’t think 
that someone should say that’s 
stupid or use certain things 
against someone else because 
he might be doing things that 
are (even without knowing) 
worse. 

Steve: In the same way there 
are also people who constantly 
criticize everyone but in the 
end are doing things that they 
can’t leave behind themselves 
or that don’t fit the “P.C.- 
code”...lt’s better, like Fonz 
said earlier, to take a good look 
in the mirror and ask yourself 
“Can I stand behind this 100%? 

Do I know something about it?” 

We’re also human and we de- 
termine for ourselves “I can go 
that far” and “I’m totally behind something” 
but... Someone might go a bit further or not that 
far. We shouldn’t tell someone “Hey, you’re doing 


this or that!” You can talk about it but sometimes 
see that... 

Tim: It’s forced upon them. 

Steve: And probably this forcing upon someone 
results from the fact that ifs forced upon them- 
selves and they don’t even feel good about it but 
they feel obliged to do this to others... 

Tim: Can I sum it up? I’ve thought long about it... I 
see P.C. as a label used to describe people or 
tear them down. I do laugh with it but that doesn’t 
mean I don’t care about anything. I try to live as 
consciously as possible and I respect others for 
doing the same but I do that because I choose it 
for myself not because some stupid arsehole 
stuffed some P.C-rules down my throat. Here you 
go ...(laughter because of the academic tone ) 
Fonz: Everyone has his/her ideals and way of life, 
and goes as far as they’re ready for, according to 
Their possibilities. But ifs not because I go one 
step further than the other person, that doesn’t 
mean I’m more than you. 

PE: So it’s not about having no ideals but about 
modesty? 

Fonz: Try to improve yourself... 

Tomaz: Try to do what you can ...(followed by some 
half-drunk mumbling ) 

Steve: Ifs funny when you know the term P.C. is 
also used among artists and in “glamour-land” in 
the US as a way to boost their record-sales and 
soon... 

PE: in a previous lineup you had a female 
singer (Vanessa) besides Steve and I know that 
you would I ike to have that back. Do you guys 
just like to have a woman around or do you 
think that a woman can give something extra 







to the band? Or is a woman in the band a pre- 
text, an “excuse” as a matter of speech? In 
“What about...?” you write that you’re lacking 
tenderness; is I.Y. an emo-band? 

Fonz: In the HC/punk-scene most of the bands 
seem to consist only of men. It seems like there 
are very little women who play music. I think that’s 
a pity because women can add something... 

PE: So a woman in the band is an “excuse”? 
Tim & Steve: No, that’s not true? No, no... 

Tim: Why should we be ashamed? 

PE: Everyone in the HC/punk-scene says or 
notices that there are very few women so now 
“We have to have women in bands no matter 
what”, “We especially have to have one to ful- 
fill society’s norms”?! 

Tim: (academic ) “According to the established 
norms”?! 

Fonz: (joking ) We have to look for one. 

PE: I’m not saying that; I’m the devil’s advo- 
cate here.. .I’m merely asking the question... 

Tomaz: Vanessa was in the band just because her 
to try and sing along. And it worked out. 

Tim: She spontaneously joined the band, not be- 
cause she’s a woman... 

PE: To go back to what you said before...She 
was gonna write a song about sexism? 
Wouldn’t you be able to do that? 

Steve: It was like Toamz said about our world be- 
ing male-dominated; women are still being op- 
pressed. We, as men, are looking over certain 
things, things we don’t think about. Where women 
say, “What’s happening here?” but that we don’t 
notice. We have to be told by a woman. 

PE: Did you take the trouble to get to know 
about those things? Did you talk about that 
with Vanessa? Or with your girlfriends? 

All: Yeah, sure. 

Tim: Certainly with Vanessa. 

Steve: And with my girlfriend, too.. .Most of the time 
she comes up with a point of view. If something’s 
been said concerning women, she immediately 
gives her point of view, gets angry sometimes... It 
happens frequently that we talk about all of this. 
PE: The sensibilities are still on different lev- 
els? 

Tomaz: Yeah. Between men and women, you 
mean? 

PE: Well, I don’t have to tell you.... 

Steve: You can try that but... 

Tomaz: You can try your very best but never fully 
succeed. You’ll never think like a woman. 

Steve: It’s sometimes difficult to put yourself in their 
place. ..the same for political refugees too. To put 
yourself in their place... You try but... Eventually we 
could write a song about sexism but. .Well, you 
have to be able to enter in their lives and.. ..Since 
Vanessa was in the band, why couldn’t she... 
Tim: Why couldn’t she write the song then? 
Steve: It was totally her initiative to write it. 
Tomaz: If we would write it, it would be a lot more 
superficial then if a woman would write it, I think. I 
don’t know, I would want to give it a try but I think 
a woman is in a better position to understand and 
capture that. 

PE: I’m listening, I’m listening. ..The second 
part of the question goes: Do you miss ten- 
derness? Are you an emo band? 

Tim: I think Insane Youth is certainly not an emo- 
band; there are definitely emo-influences (They 
seem to avoid it but Unhinged is an example ) but 




I find it pretty hard to label it. 

PE: I didn’t mean that exactly. What I meant 
was: do you talk about your feelings within the 
band? 

Fonz: Yeah, I think even more than about lyrics 
and ideals. 

Tim: Definitely. 

Steve: When I wrote “What About...” I was pretty 
down... Personal problems...! just felt bad... 

PE: Is it tenderness in a relationship you miss 
or tenderness in society? A lack of compas- 
sion? 

Steve: At that time, I had problems in my relation- 
ship but I can very well understand that when 
people read it, they think about a lack of tender- 
ness from their parents, or from friends but to me 
it was a personal problem. Finally I got help from 
friends, but I can imagine that others... 

Tim: See something different in it. 

Steve: I know people who come from “problem- 
atic homes”, totally neglected; they could look at 
it from another perspective but I think most people 
have those feelings. 

PE: You can talk about 'em in the band? 

Steve: Yes. And that emo-stuff. ..I don’t know if you 
could label it like that. We also write about the 
“stereotypical” subjects like political refugees and... 
Tim: Police and beer... 

Steve: And beer, heheh.. .No, no.... 

PE: But you’re not jumping the bandwagon 
then? “Everybody talks about emo so we have 
to label us like that and we have to have a 
woman in the band “cause people are expect- 
ing that”? 

Steve: No! “What about...” was written 2.5 years 
ago. 

Tomaz: Longer! 4 years ago! 

Tim: We didn’t even know the word emo then, we 
didn’t even know the word crust or DIY. 

PE: But would you like to have another woman 
in the band? 

Steve: Preferably! The lyrics are getting longer 
and it’s sometimes difficult to do it alone. Tomaz 
has been a good help lately but Vanessa had a 
beauty of a voice and I’m missing that. 

Fonz: If there are any women interested, my ad- 
dress will be at the bottom (laughter). 

Tim: Well, I’m not so much into adding an extra 
person. In the past, with Stef and Vanessa.. .It 
didn’t bring us so much good. We really had a lot 
of problems with them. Certainly in the beginning 
and in the end. 

PE: Do you have the idea “the more people in 
the band, the more problems you have”? 

Tim: Yes, indeed! I learned from past experiences. 
Steve: But on the other hand, it can be a refresh- 
ment... 

PE: Some of you are also active in other bands. 
Are you that creative or are you providing your- 
selves a safety-net in case I.Y. breaks up? 

Steve: Do you know I’m the only one who’s in 
another band at the moment. 

PE: Fonz, aren’t you in another band as well? 
Fonz: I do something with my friend Koen, 
ska.. .punk... We just started rehearsing. 

PE: So creative? 

Fonz: (ironically) I’m a very good drummer. 
(laughter) No seriously... 

PE: Fonz is an example of modesty, isn’t he? 

(lots of mumbling) 

Tomaz: I’m practicing guitar. I’d like to be able to 


play it decently by next year. 

PE: You have the idea you can do more: “I still 
have time, I still have energy.”? 

Tomaz: Yeah but I don’t have time. 

PE: No-one is thinking “I.Y. won’t last eternally, 
we have to have a ‘safety-net.’”? 

Tomaz: No, no. 

Steve: If you look at it, over those 4 years, there 
are quite some bands that started with us that don’t 
exist anymore. I don’t think that... I sometimes have 
the feeling it’s all just starting... With the tour and 
all that. It brought us closer together. 

PE: There’s still ground to break? 

Steve: Yeah, yes. If you look back at the 
beginning. ..We’re playing a different style 
maybe. ..maybe not., well, yes. ..I don’t know.. .It 
looks good. 

Fonz: We also don’t have to limit ourselves to one 
style. 

PE: Can you tell us shortly about your other 
band? 

Steve: I’m singing for C.Y. (Confront Yourself). 
They had some lyrics, I wrote some but the others 
are writing lyrics as well. It started out with 2 vo- 
calists, with Tim ex-Totaal Marginaal but he had 
to quit because of his voice. It wouldn’t have been 
right to quit as well. I enjoy it a lot. It’s somewhat 
different than Insane Youth. It’s all just starting 
and that’s fun. To be with them but also... You know 
what can go wrong and where to pay attention. 
It’s a starting band... 

PE: They’re learning from you? 

Steve: No, no, no.. .If I say something they think is 
bullshit...that’s their right. 

PE: Tim, you wrote a piece about multination- 
als for school. What, in your opinion, is the 
most reprehensible about the capitalist sys- 
tem? Have you found what leads us to the 
“Factory of Blood”? 

Tim: The way multinationals are holding the whole 
world hostage, they totally control all consump- 
tion and production, and there’s no-one - except 
maybe the consumer, through boycotts- that can 
tell them what to do. Multinationals are control- 
ling our lives, whether we want it or not. They’re 
controlling governments, they don’t have to be 
bothered with anything ‘cause they “jump around” 
all over the whole world and don’t have to think 
about laws. 

PE: That’s a correct analysis but what is the 
reprehensible about it? 

Tim: That they have power over all of us and that 
we can’t do anything about it whether we want it 
or not. 

PE: They control everything? 

Tim: Of course! 

Fonz: To me the most reprehensible is that every- 
thing has to make way for power and money. 

All: We agree... 

PE: Earlier you said “We can boycott things”, 
that’s a way to resist. Do you believe that is 
effective? 

Tomaz: There’s examples like “Brent Spar” (oil- 
drilling platform), Shell where it ‘has worked as 
effective as big organizations like Greenpeace. 
But on a smaller scale. ..It might help a bit but it’s 
only a bit... 

PE: But Viow can you turn it into something 
massive? 

Tim: By calling for a boycott and urging those who 
have power over and can put pressure on the con- 





sumer and the public opinion. ..But if multination- 
als are really affected by 3 people 
boycotting?... OK, you might lose some money but 
it doesn’t cause great losses. 

PE: To boycott is to change or divert your con- 
sumption, that’s a way of resisting in the capi- 
talist system. ..consuming less or 
differently.. .That’s your analysis? 

Steve: Yeah, OK. ..Boycotting is necessary but it’s 
favoring the concurrents if you e.g. boycott only 
Shell. ..Cars still need gasoline so if you go buy 
somewhere else. ..They all have their fingers in 
dirty pies. Pirn (singer of the Dutch band Boycot) 
spoke some wise words concerning this: “You have 
to deal with the worst and when that is over with, 
go to the next.” 

PE: Are there other ways to resist.. .as com- 
mon people? 

Tim: Yeah. ..Violence... But that’s a personal 
choice, I think. You can fuck up or throw 
Molotovs at gas-stations of Shell, Esso, 

BP... That’s also a way of resisting but 
if that’s effective?... That’s a ques- 
tion I keep asking... 

Tomaz: I think that causes 
more problems for you than 
those multinationals. 

Tim: Besides, those gas- 
stations might not be di- 
rectly in the hands of 
those multinationals; 
there’s always the 
station-manager 
who doesn’t really 
know what harm 
he’s doing, what is 
really going 
on. ..We’ve seen 
that during actions 
at McDonalds: they 
don’t have a clue 
what their company 
is up to. They don’t 
have a vote in ail of 
this. They’re just fronts 
and if you burn down 
the gas-station or glue 
the creditcard-reader...The 
only person you really affect 
is that station-manager. 

Tomaz: It might be a good fam- 
ily-man who doesn’t know what’s 
happening. I think... 

PE: So what needs to be done be- 
sides that to make sure the action is ef- 
fective? 

Tim: An action really directed against multination- 
als would be a boycot underlined with some use- 
ful violence. ..Like in Germany where lots of people 
got involved.. .A few Shell gas-stations were 
burned down. ..That had a big impact... 

PE: But an important thing is to let people know 
why you are doing things, no? 

Tim: Of course, of course. Otherwise the use of 
violence had no sense. 

Tomaz: Sensibilization is very important, I think. 
PE: How would you go about doing that? 
Tomaz: Let’s take the example of McDonalds. 
When there’s these small demonstrations, there’s 
always some people picking up something from 
it. I don’t know if it’s all that effective... Some people 


tries stick together then? That was a serious 
boycot. If you only reach 100 punx... that’s not 
gonna make the difference. 

PE: So you think we gotta use every possible 
means? 

Fonz: You gotta be open for everything. 

PE: Fonz doesn’t want to be the super-revolu- 
tionary but also wants to reform a bit? Can I 
put it this way? 

Fonz: (hesitating) Yeah... Maybe it is not really 
against the system but if you can make use of it... 
Tomaz: The problem is that if you want to use le- 
gal means, you’re in the hands of the multination- 
als. A few “honest”? (smile) politicians might call 
for limitations and measurements but these get 
watered down so much that nothing remains. 
That’s the problem... 

-PE: So you don’t agree with Fonz? One can 
compromise so much that it doesn’t result 
in anything? 

Tomaz: Yes. 

Fonz: That’s the pity with govern- 
ments... 

Tomaz: It looks nice what Fonz 
suggests, but... Governments 
are not use... 

Fonz: Governments might 
stick together and make 
secret agreements but 
still. ..against the Apart- 
heid in South Africa it 
helped. 

PE: Don’t you think 
that in South Africa 
nothing much has 
changed, that 
there’s just other 
puppets on 
stage? 

Tim: But they’re on 
the right track. 

Fonz: Some things 
have improved. Be- 
fore Black people had 
nothing to say. 

Steve: But who still has 
the big money? 

Tim: The multinationals are 
still pulling the strings. 

PE: So what make the sys- 
tem the “Factory of Blood”? 
Tomaz: Everything has to make 
way for money and power; everything: 
humans, animals, nature, everything. A 
decent life is impossible if you have no 
money. Impossible. 

Steve: The “Factory of Blood” to me, in the end, is 
humankind. I don’t want to treat everyone alike, 
maybe there’s a small percentage of people that 
have the will to do good but whether you’re the 
head of a multinational or working a normal job, 
most people are out to get rich. Some people 
would sell their mother. 

Tomaz: We’re all guilty. 

Tim: Humankind is destroying itself. 

PE: Fonz, you are doing environmental stud- 
ies. What do you think about the measure- 
ments that governments worldwide are taking 
to limit the damage of industry to the environ- 
ment? Will the appointment of environment- 
specialists in factories not be just a mere pre- 


might decide “We’re not gonna eat here anymore.” 
but if their kids keep nagging “We want 
McDonalds, we want McDonalds!”, they give in to 
the pressure anyway. It stays just trials... 

PE: How far do you go in your daily lives to 
sensibilize people? Do you boycot? Use vio- 
lence perhaps? 

Fonz: Discussion... 

Tomaz: Discuss with people. I might have a sticker 
on something e.g. that says “Boycot McDonalds” 
and when people ask what that is all about, I ex- 
plain in detail what’s wrong with it. I don’t mind 
getting into a discussion... 

PE: And when e.g. a relative spreads racist 
shit? How do you deal with that? 

Fonz: I get aggressive... 

Tomaz: 


. them 

what I think about it! 

PE: Even though they might stop giving you 
money? 

Tomaz: Sure, no problem! It happened with my 
grandad and with my father before... 

Fonz: Maybe there’s also still a “P.C.” way of go- 
ing about it in a legal way? I don’t know... 

Tim: Imposing restrictions?... 

Fonz: A boycot would be ideal if governments 
would go along with them... 

Steve: (doubting) Mmmmmh.J? 

Fonz: Take the boycots against the Apartheid re- 
gime in South Africa earlier.. .Didn’t several coun- 


43 






text? Anyway is it stiff possible to take mea- 
surements on a national level, is it not neces- 
sary to make worldwide agreements and what 
would these have to be? 

Fonz: What measurements? There aren’t that 
many. Just think back about the environmental 
conference in Kyoto not so long ago. The agree- 
ment aimed for was to reduce the emission of 
carbonioxide by 5% within a few years while 
there’s a need for a 50% reduction! 

Tim: A few months before Clinton held a speech 
where he said that by the year 2010 (I think) he 
was gonna bring back the level to zero but a month 
later the oil-lobby gave a boost to both the demo- 
cratic and republican party’s bank accounts. 
Clinton never said a word about it anymore. 

PE: So the question remains, like Fonz said: 
What measurements? 

Fonz: There are a few.. .The European Union- it 
can be said- at least tries. ..Here in the European 
Community some things get done. ..Here in Bel- 
gium there are some serious ones. 

Tim: But these are nothing but a mere pretext. 
Fonz: Mind you, it’s one of the only countries in 
the E.C. who tries to do something; the U.S. and 
Japan are totally disinterested, they just continue 
as before. Third-World countries don’t have the 
money to do anything about it. They say “You 
polluted everything, you can clean things up now”. 
Tim: You say the E.U, tries to do something but 
Clinton’s original proposal to bring the emission 
down to zero os actually the only right solution. 
Fonz: Most of the Belgian legislation is dependent 
on that of the E.C. you know. 

Tim: I know but they all eat from the hands of the 
multinationals, the oil-lobby. Otherwise our gov- 
ernments would go way further than that mere 5%. 
That 5% is still gonna flood us. 

Fonz: Not so long ago there was a TV program on 
that conference in Kyotot. There was an Ameri- 
can, the boss of an electricity-plant, a big producer 
(and electricity over there is mainly produced by 
burning coal and oil- coal is one of the most pol- 
luting factors when you look at carbondioxide- 
emission)... Those guys are campaigning by say- 
ing that it’s a good thing for nature to start up car- 
engines; our earth is supposed to get greener??! 
They also totally deny the greenhouse- effect. 
They have that kind of power! 

PE: Total disinformation... 

Fonz: Here in Belgium electricity is produced by 
nuclear-power-plants, Electrabel. 

Tim: They have the monopoly. 

Fonz: Yeah, they control everything. 

PE: A part of the question goes if it's still pos- 
sible to do something on a national level? 
Fonz: No. All pollution exceeds borders, it doesn’t 
stop there. The hole in the ozone-layer isn’t due 
to one nation. 

PE: What is needed politically? (not techni- 
cally?) 

Fonz: First of all: lots of money. Ifs true that envi- 
ronmental care is a luxury. It costs lots of money. 
Tim: For companies it’s luxury. 

PE: Don’t you think that there should be money 
invested looking for alternatives? 

Fonz: Yes. 

Tim: We, the band Insane Youth, contribute to that: 
all profits of our pand-bankaccount go to Ecowatt, 
an organization that promotes environmental- 
friendly energy-production. They already got 61 BF 
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(less than $2) from us! (laughter). 

PE: What do you think about the fact that here 
in Gent the price of the garbage-bags was in- 
creased? Do you think that's gonna be effec- 
tive? 

Fonz: It might result into a small effect, yes, but 
it’s even better to give people different bags to 
sort their garbage so it can be recycled more eas- 
ily. 

PE: The community-council believes that 
people are going to produce less garbage be- 
cause the price of the bags is so high. 

Fonz: 1 don’t think that’s gonna be true. People 
might watch a bit more to what they throw away 
but I think there’s also gonna be more illegal dump- 
ing. 

Tim: You have to stop the garbage-production by 
affecting the whole thing at the source... 

Fonz: The packaging, in shops your goods are 
wrapped and you get a plastic bag, etc. 

PE: So we need a change in mentality also? 
Fonz: Yeah, that’s it. 

Tomaz: We need to learn to sort garbage. 

Fonz: But when you tell them to sort, they imme- 
diately start nagging “It’s too complicated”. But in 
a couple of years everybody will be used to it. 
Tim: We definitely need to sort, but garbage will 
always be there so we need to produce less as 
well. 

Fonz: We as consumers have to choose for goods 
that are not extremely packaged, for stuff that is 
recyclable. There are alternatives but we have to 
promote these even more. 

PE: In your lyrics to the song “Cl 30“ you refer 
about the foreign-policy of the Vlaams Blok. 
What do you think about the attitude of the Bel- 
gian (and other European) governments con- 
cerning the issue of the refugee-Kurds, their 
hunger strike? 

Steve: I’d like to state something in general first.. If 
we could obtain that certain regimes would be 
somewhat more human (force them through 
boycots e.g.) I think people would prefer to stay in 
their own countries. The Kurds who are over 
here.. .They’ve been living there their whole lives 
and I think they’d prefer to go back to live there. 
But for the moment that’s not very realistic. 

PE: So why do you think they come here? 
Steve: Because they’re oppressed, they get killed. 
Tim: Or because it’s better over here. Economic 
refugees. 

Steve: OK, ok, I'm not gonna say that every politi- 
cal refugee is really threatened by death... 

Fonz: What I also think is horrible, is the fact that 
over there in Turkey, there are people making lots 
of money of smuggling people over here; they 
spend every cent they have to get over here. 
Those people are promised certain things... 

PE: Isn’t the essence of all this the fact that 
there's an inequality; that it’s our fault that 
those people are oppressed and exploited? 
Tim: Of course, of course! Multinationals transfer 
their wealth over here. The reason why we’re so 
prosperous is because we’ve always exploited 
third-world countries. 

PE: And the Kurds... It’s very clear that they’re 
being oppressed... But if they came here for 
economic reasons only, would you agree on 
sending them back? And what about refugees 
in general? 

Steve: I don’t think so.. .Someone we know has 


worked with Africans. Someone from Zaire 
(Congo) came here with the idea that everything 
is better over here but after having been here for 
4-5-6 years, admits that there’s poverty here too, 
that there’s hopelessness... He realizes very well 
that it’s not all a bed of roses here either. There’s 
a higher percentage of poor people over there but 
we have our problems here in Belgium too. But to 
send them back? No, that’s not a solution. 

Tim: Everyone should have the right to live where 
s/he wants. 

Fonz: If I was living in a country where things aren’t 
going too well and I would know things are better 
somewhere else, I would leave too. So I’m not 
gonna say to these people that they’re wrong and 
send them back. 

Tomaz: I’m asking myself how we could boycot a 
coontry like Turkey? 

Steve: There have already been actions in the tour- 
ist sector... 

Tomaz: Tourism?! That’s only a small percentage 
of their national income... 

Fonz: They can keep them out of the European 
Union because that's what Turkey really wants. 
They can boycot them this way. 

Tomaz: I really hope the situation with the Kurds 
there is cleared out before they join the E.C. There 
are other countries where shit (violation of human 
rights) like that is happening that have nothing to 
“offer” to the Western world. How are you gonna 
boycot these? Maybe you’re going to put out an 
embargo against their jam-export or what?... 
Steve: Mmmmmh... 

PE: Let’s go back to the lyrics. “Cl 30” (mili- 
tary transport-plane) refers to the expulsion- 
program of the Vlaams Blok (extreme right 
party)... 

Tim: And Vandelanotte! (socialist minister of inter- 
nal affairs) 

Steve: Yeah, Vandelanotte is the one... 

Tim: Who takes the decisions... 

PE: Shouldn’t we be looking at ourselves too? 
Isn’t is our society that allows things like that 
to grow? 

Steve: Mmmmh...yeah..J don’t really know what 
the causes are... 

Tomaz: There aren’t enough possibilities for inte- 
gration of immigrants... and thafs causing frustra- 
tion. They’re gonna start behaving deviantly (what- 
ever that means...) towards us and people are 
mostly intolerant towards deviant behavior. That 
leads to situations like that... xenophobia... There’s 
a need for better integration-programs. But ac- 
cording to a newspaper I read, Vandelanotte is 
against... Refugees only receiving medical treat- 
ment in case of urgencies.. .Other propositions con- 
cerning education, housing... have also been put 
aside. Lots of people are just left out in the cold. 
They get frustrated. What do you do then? Some 
end up in prison. If they don’t... They start to be- 
have like in “Easy Rider”. What would you do your- 
self? You’ve got nothing but you’ve got to sur- 
vive? Of course they turn to illegal things. 

Fonz: There are also still too many prejudices to- 
wards foreigners and the Vlaams Blok leaves no 
opportunity to explore this. People are just 
parroting: “They don’t want to adapt”. Others pick 
that up in a cafe and off they go to the next one... 
Tomaz: And the media add their share as well. 
Take the readers’ section of e.g. “Dag Altemaal” 
(gossip-rag) ... what kind of racist shit do they 



publish!?! 

PE: Can I return to that initial inequality? That’s 
what makes all of this possible, no? Racism, 
the refugee problem, migration... 

Fonz: That’s not things you can solve in 1-2-3. 
Things are looking really bad for Africa. I don’t 
think their problems will be solved in the first fifty 
years. Asian and Latin-American countries might 
get there but Africa is a lost continent... 

Tim: I don’t agree! If African could become an 
economic union (not that I’m pro the E.U.), if they 
could obtain a certain autonomy from the rest of 
the world and kick out the multinationals, it could 
become a new world-power; they have got so 
many resources in the soil. 

PE: But colonization does still exist, right? 
Tomaz: It certainly didn’t end in the 60s! 

Fonz: A lot was destroyed through tribal wars too... 
Tim: But how does that come? There used to be 
a whole economic system that worked very well 
but during colonization that got destroyed. 

Fonz: In Asia and Latin-America there are some 
developing countries that have industries that are 
putting their resources to good use but that doesn’t 
happen in Africa. 

Tim: The multinationals take a lot of the resources 
away but they don’t give anything back. The 
money they make is used to pay debts these coun- 
tries have; the profits are drained to the West, the 


the system works... 

Steve: Can I go back to what’s been said 
before?. ..Foreigners- black or whatever- that 
knock on our door can easily enter the country 
when they have big wallets but those who don’t 
have the money or had to leave everything be- 
hind are locked up. 

PE: When we over here can profit off of them, 
there’s no problem right?. ..Something totally 
different now.. .Would you do concerts with so- 
called H8000-Crew bands? How do you react 
to violent “dancing” at HC/punk gigs? 

Tomaz: I wouldn’t want to play at an H8000-festi- 
val but it would be big fun if there would be 1 or 2 


of those bands between others somewhere else, 
to make fun of them and totally ridicule. 

PE: And why’s that? 

Tomaz: Because of their commercial attitude and 
their macho behavior. I see no difference besides 
the alcohol-consumption between them and those 
blackmetal-types I sometimes see at metal-par- 
ties at “Kompas” ( a youth-centre where some of 
the I. Y.- guys are volunteering): they’re totally rac- 
ist and very macho. It’s commercial, it’s 
macho. ..it’s horrible. 

Fonz: They’re also “P.C.”.... think they’re better than 
the rest, estimate themselves higher. It’s a little 
club. But if we would be invited to play some- 
where with 1 H-8000 band, I wouldn’t say no. It 
would be stupid not to play. 

Tim: I want to say something! I prepared an an- 
swer! (laughter) 

PE: You didn’t think about the rest?!? 

Tim: Sure, I did. ..What I noticed lately is that the 
H-8000 thing is getting very commercial. If you 
look at a copy of “RifRaf or “Mindview", you see 
interviews with H-8000 bands. 

PE: What’s that? 

Tim: “RifRaf” is a free music-zine, pseudo-alter- 
native; “Mindview” is also a mag from the music 
industry, more metal. ..With lots of ads and CD- 
reviews. 

PE: And they feature H-8000 bands?!? 

Congress... 

Steve: And ads from Pyrrhus and 
Genet... 

Tim: All those mainstream mags 
are promoting it and publishing 
ads. It makes me think of the punk 
rock craze of two years ago really. 
The streets are filled with 14/15- 
year olds wearing Liar/Congress 
T-shirts. 

PE: They’re cashing in? 

Tim: Yes, certainly and it’s only 
gonna get worse. I’m sure about 
that... if I would wanna play with 
them?.... In ‘Kompas’ there’s a list, 
from booking agencies, with all the 
H8000 bands (Congress, Liar, 
etc.); they’re all agencies. That 
disturbs me. If there would be a 
concert without the interference of 
those agencies or managers, I 
wouldn’t mind playing. If any band 
would express homophobic or pro- 
life ideas, I’d prefer confronting 
them on stage rather than not play 
at all. If the entrance would be fair, 

I wouldn’t have a problem with it. 
PE: What I would like to empha- 
size is the aggressive dancing... They’re all 
supposed to be into kickboxing and stuff.... 
Tim: Even in Spain, SxE people come up to us 
asking “Are they really aggressive in the H8000 
scene?” 

PE: But isn’t violent dancing happening else- 
where too? 

Tim: Sure, it’s happening at other HC/punk con- 
certs as well. 

PE: And how do you react to that? 

Tomaz: Very pissed off actually! 

Steve: Yeah... Like many other bands, we’ll ad- 
dress the crowd a few times politely, and ask them 
to stop it, or we’ll finish the set. 




Tim: In Spain we had a few problems... 


Steve: We should have stopped earlier there be- 
cause someone really got hurt. 

PE: And the gig in Louvain-La-Neuve, what 
happened there? 

Steve: I played with C.Y. There was a small bunch 
of people with one really big bully, probably under 
the influence of some drug, that had been pester- 
ing the whole crowd from the beginning, appar- 
ently. 

PE: You stopped playing? 

Steve: Yeah, we stopped after two songs. Out of 
necessity... 

PE: Back to the H8000 crew: what is really an- 
noying you? 

Fonz: Their commercial attitude and machismo. 
Tim: I respect their views on life & society. I talk a 
lot with those people; even when I’m stoned out 
of my head, they didn’t say anything about it; just 
went on talking. I respect that... 

PE: Also their homophobic views and their 
sexist attitude? 

Time: Of course not homophobic views. I didn’t 
say they are all homophobic, only some hardliners 
are. 

Tomaz: The problem with those H8000 people is... 
there are a lot of bands that are promoting pro-life 
and homophobic views; like Earth Crisis and 
such... 

Steve: Vegan Reich... 

Tomaz: Some of the H8000 people might not be 
like that but they don’t really care about it either. 
Fonz: It’s “good music?!?” 

Tomaz: Yeah, what ever. What do you mean as a 
movement if you don’t care about things like that. 
“Boycot Why should we, it’s good music?” 

PE: They’re just following the trend? 








Tomaz: That’s it. 

PE: Some people compare the H8000 crew to 
a sect; can you see that? 

Tim: Yeah, I don’t agree with it, but I can under- 
stand it. 

PE: How’s that? 

Tim: They have a strong group following. It’s 
mostly people from the West Flanders of leper 
area so they have something in common. It’s com- 
parable but its not really a sect in the exact sense 
of the word. It’s just a music scene. 

Steve: The person who came up with it might have 
thought it was something funny at first, but I think 
it quickly grew over their heads. 

Tomaz: Now it Ward-Core... (Ward is the Good- 
Life mogol). 

PE: Don’t you think it’s consciously kept alive 
artificially? 

Steve: Yeah right, the people involved in H8000 
nowadays have totally other intentions than those 
that started the whole thing. It might have been 
just a fun thing for them. Ten people, those two 
bands.... 

PE: Who would benefit from that? 

Tim: Nowadays? That would be the businessmen, 
those who make money out of it; managers, book- 
ing agencies... 

Steve: Of course. They kept creating new things 
which everyone then wants; the latest CD by this 
band, the new T-shirt by another, a watch with an 
“X” on it... 

Tim: (bursts out in a grin) 

Steve: Well, that’s as ridiculous as it gets... 

Tim: My housemate sometimes works at the 
Pyrrhus store (run by one of the H8000 business- 
men). He saw an H8000 mag that described the 
way to dance: “First you start with the lower 
limbs...” It’s like a manual. I was really astonished 
by that. 

PE: That guy actually works for Pyrrhus? 

Tim: Yes, he sometimes helps in their shop. 

PE: He actually gets paid? 

Tim: Yes. 

PE: They actually pay people to work in their 
shop? 

Steve: There’s actually a few people working for 
them... 

PE: I’m shocked! They must make tons of 
money? 

Tim: I think it’s pretty normal if you work in a com- 
mercial shop you should at least get paid. 

PE: Up to the next question then... One that 
you don’t like... I read that you don’t want to 
live off HC/punk. I’ll put it short but direct (with 
a lot of irony): pro or contra Pyrrhus? 

Tim: I don’t think you can actually live off it. 

PE: But there are people who do. 

Tim: Yes. 

PE: And apparently they make so much money 
they can pay people to work for them... 

Tim: Now you’re getting specific... 

PE: Pro or contra Pyrrhus, that was what the 
question was about. 

Tim: I think that as a band you can’t live off your 
music and concerts, That’s utopian. Unless you’re 
as big as Extreme Noise Terror and you self your- 
self to ‘EMTY V’... * 

Tomaz: The H8000 are well on their way, no? 
Tim: But H80001S not punk! 

Tomaz: HC then... 

Tim: OK if you look at HC that way. 

Steve: But do you still call that punk then? 




Tim: No I don’t call that punk (lots of mumbling). 
Getting back to the question... Bruno decided to 
open up a shop and sell commercial shit besides 
hardcore and punk — what we call hardcore or 
punk — and that’s his right. If he would have cho- 
sen some job in a company, no one would have 
said anything like, “He’s working there. What a 
traitor he is. What an arsehole...” 

Steve: Like Tim said, it’s his decision. 

PE: Does it still have something to do with HC/ 
punk? 

Tim: No, very little... 

Tomaz: But he’s still trying to somewhat make 
money off it (I’m not sure if that is what he said). 
Tim. Yeah, OK he’s living off it. But does he live 
off HC and punk in the sense of DIY I’m asking 
myself... 

Tomaz: I think... it’s OK, it’s his choice if he lives 
off commercial music. I don’t think that he has 
anything to do with HC/punk, other than making a 
living off it. I think that everyone should boycot 
him by not buying DIY stuff there. 

Tim: It’s impossible to live off the money he’s ask- 
ing for the DIY stuff you find in his shop. You can’t 
even pay rent off that. 

Tomaz: Maybe it allows him to buy some toys for 
his kid (laughter)... 

Tim: I think that's his income... 

Tomaz: I just don’t feel like I should be paying his 
meals for instance, by buying stuff that’s not for 
that purpose... 

PE: Fonz, you say something? 

Fonz: I don’t have anything personal against him, 
certainly not, but I do have something against what 
he does. That’s my answer. 

Tomaz: It’s a pity he’s not in the scene anymore. 
Well, it’s his own fault... 

Tim: (questioning) Yeah?!? 

Tomaz: Well he’s not around anymore, is he Tim? 
Tim: In the beginning there was so much rumor 
about his shop that I found it difficult to still be- 
lieve it... 

Steve: That happens with everything... 

Tim: So much has been copied without question- 
ing that it’s ridiculous! There’s maybe three boxes 
with DIY stuff and crust but you can’t live off that. 
Steve: Some people might have different opinions 
on what DIY is... (lots of mumbling again). 

PE: Let’s not linger on that for too long, we 
shouldn’t give so much attention. 

Steve: There’s still a whole lot of people who run 
small DIY distributions and mailorders; l think we 
ought to help them, they’re still working in an hon- 
est way. 

PE: How do you distribute your 7”, let’s talk 
about that... Did you pay for the studio? 

Steve: Yes, everything: The pressing , the cover, 
everything. 

PE: And how do you go about to bring it to the 
people now? 

Tomaz: Fonz took it upon himself... or we told him 
to.. .(smile). 

PE: I thought everyone did his share of the 
work? 

All: Yes! 

Fonz: But that was my job. I wrote to various small 
distributors — you gave me a list didn’t you? 

PE: Which ones? 

Fonz: (teasing) Conspiracy? (laughter). 

PE: I’m not asking for particular names. 

Fonz: Distros of which we know what they’re do- 
ing, that don’t take advantage of it. 

PE: Do you just write people and say, “We have 
a single out, wanna get it?” or do you try to 


find out first if you have the same ideas, If 
you can cooperate with them? 

Tomaz: Well, we got the contacts from you so... 
PE: You shouldn’t take it for granted, no? 

Tomaz: But you’re very radical when it comes to 
that so we trust you. 

PE: But it’s also important to get to know the 
people, it shouldn’t be just another deal.... 

Fonz: I have to admit I don’t know many of those 
people, never met most of them. I just write with 
them. I don’t feel like talking about the weather. 
PE: But do you tell them what you’re about? 
Fonz: Yes but it remains somewhat of a business 
relation... although one already turned into a regu- 
lar correspondence. That’s the fun thing about it. 
Steve: I think its already a good thing if you get 
an answer. Not everybody will write back or be 
inteTested. Whatever, that doesn’t say anything 
about those people yet. You notice what the prices 
are on their mailorder lists, what bands are on it. 
We may know some of them. 

PE: If I would have given you a contact of a 
not-so-kosher one as a test; One that acts like 
another Lost and Found, would you have no- 
ticed it? 

Fonz: I maybe wouldn’t have written because I 
wouldn’t have known but I would have seen things 
on their list. 

Tim: We certainly don’t want to give records to 
people who sell them for more than 1 0OBF. We 
tell people who get our 7”, “OK, you get them for 
80BF and you can sell them for no more than 
100BF just like everyone else” There was one 
Belgian distro who wanted to sell them for 120BF, 
and thus gain 40BF, so we said no. 

PE: Do you have anything else out besides the 
split 7” with Boycot? 

Steve: Yeah, we have a track on a compilation 
“Europe in Decline.” 

PE: Tell us something about it 
Steve: It contains tracks of several European 
bands, one per country: Substandard (UK), 
Freakshow from Spain, Bullshit Propaganda from 
Holland.... I haven’t seen it yet. There are 12 bands 
in total. 

PE: And released by? 

Steve: The guy from Capitalist Casualties^ Six 
weeks Records. 

PE: An American release? 

Steve: Yes. 

PE: Your track is from the same studio-ses- 
sion as the 7”? 

Steve: Yup. 

Tim: That session was still the old lineup just as 
the split 7” with Boycot; that means with Stef on 
second guitar and Vanessa sharing vocal duties 
with Steve. It still sounds very “Dis!” 

PE: OK, that was that. Do you still have some- 
thing that you wanna talk about? 

Tim: About that fued between you and Bruno. 
Steve: That doesn’t have anything to with the in- 
terview. 

Tim: I think that it’s connected. The whole situa- 
tion is over-exposed (at this point Brob starts to 
give a lecture on DIY) 

PE: OK maybe we should finish it here, we 
could gQ on for ages... 

All: If you want to contact Insane Youth, write us: 
Fonz / Puchelstr, 24/9120 Vrasene / Belgium 
Steve / Abingdonstr. 58 / 91 00 Sint-Nikiaas / Bel- 
gium 

Tim or Tomaz / Hooimanstr. 122/9112 Sinaai / 
Belgium 

Interveiw conducted by Brob. 




A.L.F. Supporters Group Winter newsletter 
? / A4 / 20 pages 

This is the Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group 
newsletter from London. Comprised mostly of news clip- 
pings concerning activist arrests and court cases, direct 
action reports, and prisoner support for animal rights ac- 
tivists. A good resource with informative and inspiring 
coverage of worldwide A.L.F. activities. (Jon) 

BM 1160/ London/ WC1N 3XX/ UK 

Am I punk yet #14 

A very short more musically orientated zine from 
Stockholm Sweden, featuring interviews with Operation, 
and Cracked Cop Skulls, as well as an interview with 
Gibbering Madness zine from the UK. A small Stockholm 
scene report, an article with the Anarchist Black Cross, 
comics, music and zine reviews. Short on content but 
not bad. (Joe) 

Am I punk yet: c/c D+U P.O. Box 172-10 104 62 Stockholm 
Sweden 

Amsterdam Chronicle Vol. 1 , Number 4 
$5.00 ppd/HS/60 pages 

An English-language magazine from Amsterdam that 
takes a serious look at state oppression Amsterdam style: 
intimidation, racism and other terror tactics used to keep 
its ‘less desirable' citizens under control. As well, there 
are radical book reviews and a section of tetters from the 
readers. As well as being well-written and easy to read, 
the articles are also quite-well researched and have a lot 
of supporting documentation. (Dan) 

Kanaalstraat 66-huis / 1054 XK Amsterdam / The Neth- 
erlands 

An Atrophied Preface... #2/3 
? 7 S / 48 pages / German 

Done by the label mogul Andre Sieg of Maximum Voice 
Recordings, this is a really good looking zine with punk 
as fuck layouts and graphics- rob the rich and fuck the 
system! This issue has interviews with Wills (HIATUS, 
UNHINGED, Rabougri zine), Michael of Common Cause 
Records, and a band called DEEP. There’s features on 
shoplifting (yes please!), magic mushrooms (yum!), as 
well as other news, sabotage, and band photos. This is 
done with real style and a strong personality- I wish to 
fuck that I could read it. (Jon) 

Andre Sieg/ Postfach 26/ 04251 Leipzig/ Germany. 

Bring the Ruckus 

stamps / L / 2 pages 

A small anarchist broadsheet from Phoenix constructed 
in part by a former editor of PE and the Blast. The two 
issues we have received (June and October 1997) each 
contain short but angry and clever articles giving a rous- 
ing anti-state, anti-authoritarian view to local issues as 
well as more broad, socially impacting themes like fight- 
ing oppression of minorities, women, and Queers. I hope 
to see more of this one! (Dan) 

P.O. Box 1543 / Phoenix, AZ 85001 

Detroit Manifesto #2(7) 

$1 .00 ppd / S / 24 pages 

The best part of this zine is the story about being sus- 
pended from high school for handing out the previous 
issue in class! Runner up is the article about being fined 
$200 and receiving a year’s probation for stealing 490 
worth of pictures from the local supermarket! Mostly per- 
sonal opinions herein, with some local (Detroit) show re- 
views and other odds ‘n’ ends thrown in for good mea- 
sure. (Dan) 

S.C. Krash / 26065 Franklin Rd. / Southfield, Ml 48034 

Diatribe #2 

$1 .00 ppd. / HS / 28 pages 

A zine from suburban Washington D.C. with a wide as- 
sortment of content. Included among other things are an 
essay on Emma Goldman’s philosophy on anarchism, 
an interview with the band GLC Twenties, and a guide to 
picking out a good Kung Fu flick. (Dan) 

17117 King James Way / Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

Diminutive Rage #3 

$1 / HS / 24 pages 

Really sharp and punky looking zine with an in your face 
and angry attitude to match! There’s interviews with Sub- 
standard (England) and Kuolleet Kukat (Finland) and a 
few tiny (as in the size of the type!) reviews, (duke) 
c/o Saira / 1951 W. Burnside #1654 / Portland, OR / 97209 

Disturbing the Peace #5 

$1 .00 ppd. / S / 36 pages 


We pretty much stopped sending out review copies of 
PE records to zines years ago, because they rarely ever 
got reviewed, and those that did just said “more boring 
crust from PE, blah, blah, blah.” This zine totally floored 
me when not only were there a bunch of reviews for our 
records, but they actually seemed to like them! Not that 
I should give an ass-licking review in return, I’m just to- 
tally astounded! Even before this rare moment of vindi- 
cation of our musical taste, I was already thoroughly en- 
joying this well-written, attitude-filled punk zine that makes 
a stand at saying punk and politics are inseparable. In- 
side are interviews with Amebix (taken from MRR #13), 
The Newtown Neurotics, and Charles Bronson, as well 
as a couple well-written columns, some letters, a hilari- 
ous gossip page, and an essay on the “apolitical” trend 
taking over the no-nothing, do-nothing hangers-on in the 
punk scene. Quite a good read and a bargain for only $1 
[$3 outside the US]. (Dan) 

Stuart Schrader/ 9 Fenwick Road / Whippany, NJ 07981 

Dropout #5 

$1 ppd. /T/ 16 pages 

A newspaper/zirte with a dedication to the coverage of 
alternative education as opposed to the indoctrination and 
mindlessness of American school system. The editorial 
style encourages participation from people of all ages 
and there is a remarkable amount of material written by 
student age contributors. Definitely a youth-liberation 
friendly publication with some very radical yet practical 
views on education. Recommended. (Dan) 

Pa mela Davis / 1 1 1 4 21st Street / Sacramento, CA 958 1 4 

Dwgsht #10 

$2.50 ppd. / HS / 56 pages 

Another great issue of the dog rag, even if this one doesn't 
contain a free album! One of the strongest qualities of 
this zine has always been the in-depth articles, espe- 
cially in regards to current political issues as well as radi- 
cal history and events. The new format emphasizes this 
focus even more with a switch to a higher quality of print- 
ing not found in more disposable, music-oriented zines. 
In this issue are articles on Cesar Chavez and the Farm 
Workers Movement, A Brief History of the First Amend- 
ment, The Indonesian invasion of East Timor and a bio- 
graphical look at Emma Goldman. There is also an in- 
terview with The Strike as well as music reviews and a 
letters section. I would definitely include this on my rec- 
ommended reading list. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 28 / Durham, NC 27702 

The Fifth Estate Vol. 32, #2 (issue 350) 

$2 ppd. / T / 36 pages 

The long-running anarchist newspaper from Motor City 
continues with another worthwhile edition. This issue 
includes articles on the Detroit riots, reprinted from a 1 967 
issue. As well, there is an extensive article on Gulf War 
Syndrome, the continuing newspaper strikes in Detroit, 
a look at the latest nomadic lifestyle trend in the U.S. and 
more. Always a good source of radical news and in depth 
views as not found in many other sources. (Dan) 

Fifth Estate / 4632 Second Ave. / Detroit, Ml 48201 

Fight for Your Mind #1 
$4 ppd / HS /48 pages - French 
Our French language reviewers still haven’t learned the 
language yet — and seeing as I don’t speak it either — 
then there’s nothing to stop me from giving this one a 
write up. I picked this one up first because it has a really 
nice, DIY punk rock zine look, with lots of punk rock graph- 
ics and clean layouts, even with all of the text written out 
by hand! Included are interviews with Das Klown, Boycot, 
Fleas and Lice and articles on the freedom for Leonard 
Peltier campaign and the influential band Operation Ivy. 
As well, there are numerous fanzine and record reviews 
and a small pull-out Fleas and Lice poster. Quite nice 
and probably even better if you can read French! (Dan) 
Florimond Soyez / 47, Avenue Gilber Roux / 03300 
Cussett / France 

Harbinger #1 

stamps /T / 12 pages 

A well-written and presented plea for breaking the chains 
of despair and disillusionment that keep us all in our so- 
cietal places. Included are good articles on the revolu- 
tionary act of falling in love, making the revolution hap- 
pen in your life today, and tuning out the television real- 
ity. Many good statements combined together to create 
an excellent source of inspiration to get off your fat, lazy, 


and apathetic asses! (Dan) 

Crimethlnc. Far East /P.O. Box 1 3731 / Salem, OR 97309 

Heart Attack #17 

$1 / S / 64 pages 

Another issue of hardcore for the hardcore, being one of 
the best punk music and politics zines going today. The 
columns section is as lively as ever, with more communi- 
cation of ideas and less ego masturbation than in similar 
sections of some other zines. The main features this 
issue are an interview with Detestation as well as an in- 
terview with several zine editors arranged as more of a 
round table discussion. Aside from the letters and ads, 
the rest of this zine is made up of one of the most com- 
prehensive review sections in print, written by people who 
actually seem to enjoy what they’re doing. Among all of 
the ‘bigger’ punk zines, this one truly stands apart as 
actually worth reading! (Dan) 

P.O. Box 680 / Goleta, CA 93116 

Indy #4 

$2,00 / HL / 44 pages (plus a 32 page insert) 

A punk zine from Calgary, Canada that takes a personal 
approach while dedicating a lot of space to the local 
scene. Included are interviews with Five Knuckle Chuckle 
and Barb Higgens as well as an extensive Calgary scene 
report which even includes veggie places to eat. There 
Is also a rather large pull-out insert with info and commu- 
niques from the Zapatistas. A mixed bag that has a little 
for everyone. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 523, Station M / Calgary, AB/T2P 2J2 / Canada 

inhumane #2 

7/HS/60 pages 

The layouts are simple and the entire thing is hand writ- 
ten but it’s one of the coolest zines around. Frank is a 
prisoner and somehow manages to pull off putting out 
this thoughtful and interesting little jem. It’s personal, 
political and intelligently put forth. Check it out. Help him 
out. (duke) 

c/o Frank Calabrese #248-351 / 30420 Revells Neck Rd 
/Westover, MD/ 21871 

In Medias Res #12 

$1 / HS/ 14 pages 

There’s quite a bit to read in this little zine . It’s well layed 
out so it’s easy to see what it has to offer and easy to 
read. There’s thorough coverage of punk gatherings and 
picnics all around Croatia. Interesting articles covering a 
range of political topics and reviews. You get a really good 
feel for a strong and thriving Croatian punk scene from 
this, and that’s always inspiring, (duke) 

Marko Strpic* / Rakuslna 3 / 1 0000 Zagreb / Croatia 

Inside Front #70 

$4.00 / S / 88 pages 

Another excellent hardcore zine with a heavy focus on 
radical politics and counterculture being a prominent fea- 
ture. included are articles on the Unabomber, the eco- 
nomic politics of the hardcore scene, and a large col- 
umns section of politically-oriented thoughts. As well, 
there are interviews with Systral, Stalingrad, and Culture, 
a large quantity music and zine reviews, and scene re- 
ports from ail over the world. An interesting layout as- 
pect of this 2 ine is to place all of the ads at the end, keep- 
ing a nice flow to the written content. Also Included are a 
Unabomber-related bumper sticker and a 7“ record from 
Outlast [see separate review]. Anyone who recognizes 
the repressive nature of our current social-economic sys- 
tem, and desires a life outside of it, will appreciate and 
learn from this magazine. Those who are interested only 
in fashion, bands and music will be greatly disappointed. 
(Dan) 

Crimethlnc. / 2895 Rangewood Drive / Atlanta, GA 30345 

Interpol Times #12 

$?? / S / 78 pages 

A English-language hardcore punk zine co-edited from 
Germany and England that covers a huge cross-section 
of the scene. This issue has religion as a theme, with 
articles against Christianity, sexism and religion, religion 
and war, etc. There are also numerous band interviews 
including Buglight, Integrity, Crunch (from Turkey, not 
Italy), and MU330 as well as a South African punk sec- 
tion which includes Nailed and Rancour. There are also 
travel diaries and heaps of reviews. Not sure the price 
for this one, but it’s probably quite expensive due to it’s 
large size. (Dan) 

DPM / Auf Dem Stefansberg 58 / 53340 Meckenheim / 


Germany (or) EA / 2 Church Meadow / Surbiton, Surrey 
KT6 5EW / Great Britain 

Kill the President #1 

$2.00 ppd. / HL / 40 pages 

A very, very well constructed zine that contains a lot of 
writing which is both personal and political at once. There 
are articles on such dastardly evil people as Ronald 
Reagan, Walt Disney, and Ronald McDonald as well as 
the atrocities of the Nazis, corporate profiteering from the 
Olympic games, and a personal account of a friend’s 
suicide attempt. The writing has a real revolutionary bent, 
with a convincing personable appeal. The only thing I 
thought out of place was the inclusion of an article that 
claimed the space flights to the moon never happened 
and it was all a big hoa*. That kind of .wildly fantastic 
claim goes right along with the conspiracy theory hyste- 
ria going around and gives unwarranted credibility to other 
historical revisionists like those who claim the Nazi death 
camps never existed. (Dan) 

A. Burger/ 5168 Beeler St. #2 / Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

K.S.L. Bulletin #12 & #13 

$2 ppd (each) / S / 8-10 pages 
A journal of history and biography culled from the anar- 
chist archives of the Kate Sharpley Library. Issue num- 
ber 1 2 includes “An Anarchist on Devil’s Island” about an 
anarchist prisoner’s escape from French Guyana in 1886, 
“The Birth of the F.A.I.” on the creation of the Anarchist 
Federation of Iberia (Spain and Portugal) in the 1920's 
and a continuation of the “Unknown Anarchist” series on 
Celso Persici. Number 13 is a special on Alexander 
Berkman, including his editorial from the first issue of The 
Blast from January 15,191 6. There is also an interview 
with Leo Eichenbaum, speaking candidly about the life 
of his father (Voline), childhood memories of Makhno and 
Arshinov, his participation in the Spanish Civil War, and 
the murder of Durruti by the communists. As well, the 
“Forgotten Anarchists” section has a special on the Mili- 
tants of the CNT. Reading up on our movement’s history 
is not only fascinating and inspiration, but an essential 
element of our radical education. (Dan) 

KSL / BM Hurricane / London WC1 N 3XX / Great Britain 

La Hoja Libertaria #1/2 
$3 / S / 20 pages / Spanish 

A really well done protest punk zine from Guadalajara 
Mexico. Lots of political info regarding issues in Mexico. 
Interviews with the Varukers, Modo Ridicula, Fauna 
Nociva, a Minneapolis scene report, and various articles. 
Good layouts and strong graphics. I wish I could give 
this a better review, but Spanish I still can’t read. (Jon) 
Apartado PJ 1-1444, C.P. 44-101 Guadalajara Jal./ 
Mexico. 

Mobilise! #45 

donation / S / 8 pages 

A newsletter from the New Zealand Anti- Vivisection So- 
ciety. including local anti-animal testing campaign news, 
as well as an international round-up of actions for 1997, 
and more related info. (Dan) 

NZAVS / P.O. Box 9387 / Christchurch / New Zealand 

The Mystical Land of Oz #5/6 
Free in St Louis $1 elsewhere 
WOW... An abundance of shitty zines lately really made 
me appreciate this one. Extremely political and dedi- 
cated to increasing awareness to the fucked up abuses 
of human life. In depth articles on the involvement of oil 
companies supporting the genocide and enslavement of 
people in Burma and Nigeria. I particularly appreciated 
the article on the Ogoni people in Nigeria resisting the 
tentacles of (S)hell. Also, an article on the Budapest 
Autonomous Community. It’s too bad it’s so short (16 
pg.), but they are gonna up it to 32 pg.! I’ll be looking 
forward to the next issue! (Dan A.) 

Land of Oz PO Box 6074 St Louis, MO 63163 

Natural Mystic #6 

$2ppd / S / 16 pages / Spanish 
This is probably the 3rd issue of this zine I’ve reviewed, 
and as usual its looking better every time. With number 
six, we have a change to newsprint; quite a step up. In- 
side you will find interviews with Age Of Quarrel (NYHC 
influenced) from Rio De Janeiro, ENOT from Argentina 
and the Latina band from CA. called X-lt. Also of course 
is music reviews and an extensive zine section covering 
most of the zines coming out of Latin America (great re- 
source). (Kerry R.) 


Get a copy from me at P.O.Box 8004 / Minneapolis, MN / 
55408 or direct at :Natural Mystic / C.C. 3893 / Correo 
Central (1000) / Argentina 

Never Revere #1 

$1 ppd (or 3 stamps) / HL / 36 pages 
A scrappy zine from NYC that has a defiantly pro-femi- 
nist viewpoint and is not afraid of it. Inside are personal 
observations, rants, and articles ranging from sexism in 
the scene to anarchism to animal liberation. The writing 
is really well written in a way that gets you fired up and 
pissed off at such lunatic bastards a bom again Chris- 
tians, anti-choice, pro-life assholes, homophobes, etc. 
Another rare example of a quality effort without the usual 
punk zine accouterments of ass licking to bands and idol 
worship. Well worth writing for a copy! (Dan) 

Sera Bilezikian / P.O. Box 1648 / Grand Central Station / 
New York, NY 10163 

No School #2 
$2/ 12 pages 

A short 2 fne from New Zealand. Good Layout, Quite a 
few pix of purtx at shows, zine and record reviews, let- 
ters, article about factory pig farming and PRO-PIG might 
I add and stuff you shouldn’t do to fuck it up. Essays on 
sex and monogamy, religion, and an interview with Di- 
rection. Overall, pretty good. (Dan A.) 

No School, PO Box 6387, Te Aro, Wellington, Aotearoa/ 
New Zealand 

Outface #5 

$3 ppd (or zine trade) / HS / 40 pages 
A DIY punk zine from the Philippines with an interna- 
tional scope of coverage. The contents are mostly made 
up of band interviews, which include Indignation, Dis- 
abuse (not the Earache band), Juggling Jugulars, Male- 
faction, Shadowed Veil and Garage Lopez. There are 
also some scene reports, political commentary, and loads 
of international DIY punk contacts. Most of the text is 
written out by hand, and the cut and past layouts look 
punk as fuck, although a bit hard to follow sometimes. 
(Dan) 

Kenneth Azucena / Pbmit, Rizal Ave. / 4200 Batangas 
City / Philippines 

Peace Magazine November/December 1997 
$4 / S / 32 pages 

A magazine whose scope pretty much sticks to cover- 
age of anti-war activism and the movement to abolish 
the international arms trade. This issue includes article 
on the campaign to ban landmines, the municipal elec- 
tions in Bosnia, and a large feature on Hong Kong and 
the Opium Wars. The info contained herein is quite ex- 
plicit, with graphic reports and photographs of war’s vic- 
tims that will make you sick to your stomach. A frank and 
honest magazine with a strong dedication to the ideals 
their title suggests. (Dan) 

Coalition to Oppose the Arms Trade / 489 Metcalfe St. / 
Ottawa, ON K1S 3N7 / Canada 

Prayertower #1 

$1 / HS / 28 pages 

An opinion-filled zine put together by Chad Malone of 
Brother Inferior. This zine does not contain a single in- 
terview or review, but does have a lot of great personal 
insight and opinions on subjects of a wide range includ- 
ing religion, anarchopunk ideals in day to day life, etc. 
The whole zine is written in a blunt, no-nonsense, first 
person manner that doesn’t attempt to hide opinions in 
the guise of facts. An unusual creation that escapes the 
formulaic sameness of the vast majority of punk zines. 
(Dan) 

Chad Malone / P.O. Box 8545 / Tulsa OK 74101-8545 

Prison Legal News Vol. 9, #2 
$20 year ($7.50 for 6 months to prisoners) / S / 24 pages 
A magazine edited by two prisoners in Washington state 
with the goal of extending liberty and justice to those held 
captive by the state. Included in each issue are articles 
relating to prisoners struggles against repressive condi- 
tions, information on legal proceedings, and much more. 
Really an invaluable resource that should definitely be 
supported. (Dan) 

Prison Legal News / 2400 NW 80th Street #148 / Seattle, 
WA 98117 

Punk Rock Film Guide 

$2.00 ppd. / HS / 20 pages 

An eclectic sampling of movie reviews which in some 


way include punk rock or related political subjects. Each 
review includes a brief description as well as a rating sys- 
tem with ‘lour root beers” being the best (comparable to 
Infest) and “one root beer” being the lowest score (com- 
parable to the Sex Pistols). There is also information on 
each film’s availability as well as an index with each movie 
listed by subject and type. While they admit this is an 
incomplete listing, it did open my eyes to a lot of punk 
rock films I’ve totally forgotten about or never even heard 
of. This nice little pamphlet, printed on recycled paper 
no less, will surely be an invaluable tool helping com- 
plete your own punk rock movie library. (Dan) 

Siue / P.O. Box 543, Station P / Toronto, ONT M5S 2T1 / 
Canada 

The Rain that Fell Last Night Made Me Fall in Love 
With You #12 

$2.00 ppd. / HS / 72 pages 

A eco-political punk zine, much of which is written in a 
first-person manner, giving much insight into the writer’s 
views and personal goals. Included are articles and re- 
ports"on Earth First actions and tactics, the negative af- 
fects of heroin use, and the evils of the single-passenger 
automobile plague over the earth. There are also some 
personal views on what’s going on in the underground 
counterculture of Santa Rosa, information on government 
attacks on Earth First activists, and some reviews of po- 
litical music, zines, and books. The layouts are simple 
and clean, with lots of pictures and graphics to accom- 
pany the articles. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 15306 / Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

Raze The Walls #1 

$3 / S / 36 pages 

A quality magazine jamm packed full of articles about 
prisoners struggles, written by both the editors and pris- 
oners themselves. Informative, thought provoking, and 
essential, (duke) 

2351 College Station Rd. / Box 523 / Athens, GA/ 30605 

Romp #15 

$4 / A4 / 64 pages 

Written in Swiss-German, this issue is loaded with stuff 
on Crooked Cops and Red Monkey interviews, comix, 
gig reviews and info, squat info, news, police brutality, 
reviews, prison info, columns, and honestly loads more 
that I just can’t read because of the language barrier. 
(Jon) 

Romp/ denkmalstr. 17/ Postfach 6347/ ch-6006 Luzern/ 
Switzerland. 

Room 101 #4 

? / HS / 24 pages 

This little zine continues to improve with each issue. The 
writing is really well done. This issue has a healthy sized 
article on anarchism, written by the editor. It covers his- 
tory, basic theory and what anarchism means to him. He’s 
started doing a few zine reviews and this issue also in- 
cludes some important statistics of the effects that rais- 
ing cattle has on humans and the environment. One great 
thing I found in this issue, was someone who has not 
forgotten about Leonard Peltier!! There’s a whole timeline 
of Leonard’s case history... and more more more! (duke) 
c/o Geoffry McNamara / PO Box 11136 / Bainbridge Is- 
land, WA/ 98110 

Slug & Lettuce #53 

stamps 111 16 pages 

Another issue of this great DIY punk networking zine 
cram-packed with about the smallest print in the punk 
scene (and you thought the last PE was hard to read!). 
As has been the usual trend since I can remember, this 
zine keeps getting bigger and better and is still available 
for only a couple of stamps! Included are thoughts from 
editor Christine Boarts, some opinion columns, eco-punk 
warrior information, artwork, live photos, and heaps and 
heaps of reviews, classified ads, and contact addresses. 
Send a whole role of stamps and subscribe for life! (Dan) 
c/o Christine Boarts / P.O. box 26632 / Richmond, VA 
23261-663? 

Spectacle magazine #4 

? / hs / 80 pages 

This is a really well done and good looking zine from 
Little Rock. Nice crisp printing with strong layouts. Lots 
of personal opinions and editor input. Loads of good 
columns, interviews with Wendy-O-Matik and freight hop- 
per Ricky Brasher, and an article on the Little Rock Out- 
post (a punk compound with interesting stories). But the 
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majority of this zine is comprised of personal opinion type 
articles, most of which are interesting and well done. One 
of the best US zines I’ve read in a while. (Jon) 

Theo Witsell/ 1010 Scott St./ Little Rock, AR 72202. 

Spiked Impalement #8 

$1.00 ppd. / S / 16 pages 

A music magazine dedicated to noisecore, crust punk, 
and underground metal. Aside from a number of band 
interviews, there is also a listing of Italian cannibal 
films(??), and of course music reviews. This doesn’t have 
much to do with what we usually cover in PE, but l ad- 
mire the dedication of promoting underground and 
(mostly) non-corporate music. (Dan) 

C/o David Arnett / 329 Terrace Dr. / Pauls Valley, OK 
73075 

Strongly Opposed 

$2 world 40p and SASE in England 
A good zine with well thought out essays criticizing fences 
and borders, homelessness, and consumerism/materi- 
alism, working and the daily routine so many of us live/ 
follow. Deep and personal writing which I realty enjoyed. 
Also reviews with Disclose, Battle of Disarm, and Active 
minds. Recommended. (Dan A.) 

Strongly Opposed PO Box 692 Wolverhampton WV1 
1XP England 

Thought Bombs #1-2 
$2.55 ppd / HS / 64 pages 

The scribbled cover nearly earned this one a place in the 
discard pile of weak pseudo-political crusty-punk zines 
we receive on occasion. Luckily, I turned the page to 
discover that the cover was drawn by a nine year old 
whose father is a 44 year old anarchist living in the sub- 
urbs of Chicago and is putting this zine together to share 
thoughts, politics and correspondence. This is actually 
two complete issues, back to back, each containing ar- 
ticles on varying topics, all from an anti-racist and anar- 
chist perspective. The writing is very spirited and often 
reflects the personal convictions and emotions of the 
author, with very few droll moments throughout. The poor 
layout design can be explained by the author’s inexperi- 
ence (and computerized design aids) and the artist’s 
youth! (Dan) 

Anthony R. Rayson/ 27009 S. Egyptian Trail /Monee, IL 
60449 

Turning the Tide Vol. 10, #4/Vol. 11, #1 
$15/year/T/ 32 pages. 

A double issue marking the tenth anniversary for this 
excellent antifascist resource magazine. Included are 
lengthy and informative articles on the nature of fascism, 
in defense of lesbian and gay rights, for the self-determi- 
nation of women, and tons more. This issue also includes 
several articles reprinted from earlier issues, with updates 
bringing them up to speed for 1998. As always, one of 
the most essential magazines for those truly interested 
in tearing down the walls of oppression. (Dan) 

People Against Racist Terror / O.O. Box 1055 / Culver 
City, CA 90232 

Underachiever #2 

#2. ppd / HS / 44 pages 

A DIY punk zine from Sweden whose contents are com- 
pletely written out by hand! Inside are interviews with 
Bus Station Loonies, Yuppiecrusher, Misconduct, No Tal- 
ents, and Pink Kross. As well, there are the odd opinion 
pieces and a load of reviews. It’s all quite a mess... in a 
planned punk rock sort of way! (Dan) 

Smith c/o Stevenson / Helgagatan 36, UPPG-9 / 118 58 
Stockholm / Sweden 

Urban Guerrilla #1 (“First Wave”) 

$2.00 ppd. / HS / 40 pages 

A neat little zine that devotes about an equal amount of 
space to the struggles of political prisoners and oppressed 
radical movements, as it does to the local Bay Area punk 
scene and it’s own unique politics. As well, there is space 
devoted to personal opinions from various contributors, 
and a reviews section of music, zines and political films. 
(Dan) 

Ear to Ground Publishing c/o Jay Unidos/ 1442 A Walnut 
Street #41 9 / Berkeley, CA 94709 

Warhead #14 

This is a pretty well done and informative zine from 
Slovania. This issue features loads of interviews with 
such bands as Los Crudos, Global Holocaust, Freakshow, 


as well as scene reports from Serajevo, Venezuela, j 
Uraguay, and Argentina. A cool article on woman in the 
I.R.A, an interview with Norman J. Olson (Autonomist 
writer, artist, and poet) plus music and zine reviews and 
much more. (Joe) 

Goran Ivanovic Vrhovci C. XXI/25 1125 Ljubljana 
Slovania 


Anarchy In the UK 

The Angry Brigade by Tom Vague AK Press 
“Brothers and Sisters, what are your real desires? Sit in 
the drugstore, look distant, empty, bored, drinking some 
tasteless coffee? Or perhaps BLOW IT UP or BURN IT 
DOWN. The only thing you can do with modem slave 
houses- called boutiques- is WRECK THEM. You can’t 
reform profit capitalism and inhumanity. Just KICK IT 
TILL IT BREAKS.” This is the story of the Angry Brigade, 
a revolutionary movement that took place in England 
during the early 1 970s which was directly inspired by the 
Situationists of France of the late ‘60s. This book begins 
with the origins of Situationist thought with the Lettrists 
and the beginnings of the Situationist International, fol- 
lowed by the events in Paris 1 968 and how they directly 
related to the actions of the Angry Brigade. The Angry 
Brigade made headlines from their bombings of property 
(not people) and their attack on bourgeois and capitalist 
(spectacular) society. The most intriguing aspect of the 
Angry Brigade was their anonymouness “The angry bri- 
gade is the man or woman sitting next to you. They have 
guns in their pocket and hatred in their minds.” Most of 
the book is written in the form of chronology detailing the 
actions and communiques of the A.B. through the fram- 
ing and court cases of the Stoke Newington 8 as well as 
a follow up to ongoing events following the cases. A re- 
ally interesting and inspiring read. (Jon) 

AK Press/ P.O. Box 40682/ San Francisco, CA 94140- 
0682. (or) 

AK Press/ P.O. Box 12766/ Edinburgh, EB8 9YE/ Scot- 
land. 


ONE DAY PEOPLE 
WON’T HAVE TO 
RESCUE ANIMALS 
FROM PRISON.... 


...ONLY TO END UP 
THERE THEMSELVES 

Support Animal 
Liberation Prisoners. 

For current listings of A.L.F. prisoners in 
North America and around the world, contact 
the N. American A.L.F. Supporters Group, 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge St. Willowdale, 
Ont. Canada M2M 4K3 

<naalfsg@envirolink.org> 








In late January three members of the PE collec- 
tive embarked on a road trip to Los Angeles, CA 
for the Solidarity Winter Festival being held Jan 
^ 23-25. Those present for the en- 

deavor were Mandy, Joe, and 
km'P Dan, y°ur humble narrator. We 

fW^ : had been asked to participate by 

sponsoring a workshop, but de- 

I dined the offer because we felt 
we would be to tired from the 
journey, which ultimately turned 
out to be true. The plan was to 
drive the PE staff mobile, jokingly 
referred to as the atomic fireball, 
some 2100 miles from Minne- 
apolis to LA. Even though not 
sponsoring a workshop, we felt 
the trip would still be worthwhile 
as a place to share ideas, meet 
new people, and catch up with 


old friends and - . mMm 

comrades. We 

also brought along quite a lot of music and printed 
material from our distribution to set up a stall at 
the gathering. 

The day before we planned to leave, Jon had 
taken off on his own journey to Mexico, pretty much 
following the same route we had planned to take. 
Later that night we received a phone call from Jon 
at a hospital in Nebraska. It turned out that the 
vehicle he was traveling in was caught in a major 
blizzard and involved in an accident. Fortunately 
neither Jon nor anyone else in the vehicle were 
seriously injured, but it did put a damper on atti- 
tude towards the journey that lay ahead. 

In spite of the newly fallen snow on our route, 
we did finally get on the road on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, January 21 . Driving south and west 
through Minnesota, Iowa and Nebraska went sur- 
prisingly well, with much of the snow cleared from 



r - 



ctidn’t get a chance to see much of the events that 
night. Most of the bands that night seemed to be 
from the straight-edge vegan hardcore scene, and 
there were speakers from Animat Rights Direct Ac- 
tion Coalition, Earth First, and No Compromise. 
We were invited to a party after show, but turned 
it down to get some real rest. 

The following day, we returned to the Koo’s 
Cafe to get a prime table spot. AK press were the 
only ones who brought their own lights, so we stra- 
tegically placed our tables next to theirs and would 
not have to sit another night in near darkness! 
There was an Anti-Racist Action regional gather- 
ing scheduled for the morning and people slowly 
started to file in for that. Other tables also sprang 
up from various organizations and causes from 
animal liberation to environmental, anti-fascist to 
^Zapatista solidarity. 

The fireball had begun acting up in Nevada, 


With all of the limos and luxury cars parked in front, 
we weren’t sure if we wanted to go inside, or even 
if they would let us. Finally we did go check it out 
and were surprised to find that three haggard 
punks didn’t get thrown out on our asses. I guess 
they really don’t care what you look like so long 
as you give them your money. Losing coins in 
slot machines grew old fast so we wandered 
around a bit and settled in the casino bar. There 
we drank a few beers while watching the hustlers, 
hookers, and gangsters in action. 

Late Friday morning found us on the road 
west for the final leg of the trip to LA. One of the 
less interesting sights we drove past was the 
“world’s tallest thermometer,” which kept us in awe 
for ail of about two seconds. As we got closer to 
LA, the traffic got more and more intense, and it 
was not long before we got stuck in one of those 


the roads and only small patches.of ice to keep 
things interesting. We stopped at cheap motel in 
western Nebraska for the night and continued on 
our way early the next morning. 

The plan for the next day was to make it as 
far west as possible, maybe even all the way to 
Las Vegas. I was the only driver for the trip, so 
most of this would depend on how I felt. We re- 
ally wanted to make it to LA before the gathering 
started early Friday evening. We spent all of 
Thursday on the road, crossing the rocky moun- 
tains in Colorado on snow covered roads, and 
drove through Utah as night came on. It was late 
evening when we crossed into Nevada, but I still 
felt able to drive, so we pushed on to Las Vegas. 

Anyone who has never driven to Las Vegas 
at night, is missing out on one of the most bizarre 


and utterly horrific sights on the planet. One 
minute you are driving through the pitch black 
desert night, the next you round a corner and there 
it is: millions of blinding lights from horizon to ho- 
rizon! Having no idea where we were going, ex- 
cept that we wanted to see the Vegas “strip” in all 
its glory, we headed downtown to where the lights 
of the casinos seemed brightest. Driving down 
the strip was totally surreal, like some bizarre and 
twisted ride at Disney World, and probably even 
more so after 16 hours straight behind the wheel. 
Outside was bright as day, and there were loads 
of people out, even though it was 2:00 in the morn- 
ing! We ended up stopping at the “APPY IN” mo- 
tel (the light was burnt out on the “H"), which was 
a total dump at the far end of the strip. Having 
parked the car and stashing our wares, we took 
off to check out the casinos. 

The closest one to our shack was this huge 
pyramid shaped monstrosity called The Luxor. 


traffic jams where 


famous LA 
you hear people get shot in. It 
took like two hours to get 
through Los Angeles in stop and 
go traffic and my clutch leg has 
never been the same! The first two days of the 
gathering were to take place at the Koo’s Cafe in 
Santa Anna, and we pulled up right on time. 

After we figured how to get into the joint, we 
set up our distro stall, just in time for it to get dark 
outside (where all of the tables were set up). We 
did meet quite a few people and talked briefly with 
some old friends like Ramsey from AK press Craig 
from Character Builder, Shant from Mass Media 
Records, and J. Lee from Resist and Exist who 
did much to set up the gathering. That night, there 
was a hardcore show with bands and speakers 
from many different activist organizations. As we 
anticipated, we were pretty burnt out from the road, 
as well as being swamped with thrash-crazed 
punks at the distro table, so we 


making a horrible 
rattle when the car 
was idling, so I was 
determined to find 
the source before it became a real problem. Much 
of the distance between LA and home was through 
desolate terrain and we definitely didn’t want to 
break down in the desert or on a snow-covered 
mountain! It turns out that Shaei from the band 
Character Builder is quite a gear head, and we 
determined the noise was a result of the bearings 
being shot in the alternator. With directions and 
transportation help from our friend Izzy, we got all 
the necessary parts and tools to fix it. I’ve changed 
quite a few alternators in my life, but never have I 
done one that was so expensive and such a pain 
in the ass! Fine German engineering my ass! 

Anyway, back to the subject at hand. Later 
in the afternoon were several workshops and 
speakers, most of which I missed as more and 

more old friends 
turned up. We 
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events took place in the cafe. Some of the speak- 
ers included Taco (member of the Black Riders 
Liberation Party), Shareef Abdulah (a Black Pan- 
thers member in the 70s) and an unannounced 
appearance and speech made by Darren 
Thurston, a animal liberation activist who had 
served time for his involvement in direct actions. 
There were also numerous presentations and 
workshops on a whole plethora of activist and radi- 
cal subjects like affinity groups, inner personal 
relations, decision-making by consensus, activism 
for life, and more. Lunch and dinner that day 
was provided by Food not Bombs Santa Anna and 
Pasadena chapters. 

That evening, another concert took place in- 
side the cafe, mostly of political punk bands from 


the west coast. We managed to catch 
some of the bands and there were 
again speakers between perfor- 
mances. Our vantage point outside 
was good so we were actually able to 
watch many of the performances 
through the windows. The events at 
the Coos Cafe finally wound down 
and most of the people cleared out at 
about midnight. 

After Izzy surprised us by cook- 
ing us breakfast, we left Santa Anna 
for the International Panthers Head- 
quarters for the last day’s events on 
Sunday morning. The International 
Panther Headquarters is located in a 
store front in South Cen- 
tral Los Angeles and has quite a large 
hall space in back. We were greeted 
at the door by an elder veteran named 
Geronimo and a number of Black 
Panther men and women who were 
obviously not new to liberation 
struggles of oppressed peoples. 
While setting up for the day, we milled 
around the space 
and met quite a 
number of people to 
shoot the shit about 
life and politics. 

The Pan- 
thers had done an 
amazing job setting 
|up for the day’s 
events, providing 
space for literature 
tables as well as art 
and photographs of 
local activist actions. 

The hall was fitted 
out with a large PA 
system and was 
ready to be used. 

The Pasadena and 
LA chapters of Food 
not Bombs again 
provided food as 
well as a number of 
the local Mexican 
punks who provided 
yummy vegan tacos 


for a small donation. There were speakers that 
afternoon on feminism, Black autonomy, and the 
fight against fascism. Music throughout the after- 
noon included performances of the emo-hardcore 
bands Still Life and Locust and the peace-punk 
band Resist and Exist. Unfortunately from where 
our table was located, we could not see any of the 
performances, so we took turns watching bands 
and speakers. I was able to see a little bit of the 








movies iate into the night. Hell, we’re on vacation 
of sorts, so we may as well indulge ourselves! 

The next morning we headed for the Can- 
yon and were astonished by the $20 entrance fee 
to the national park. Not wanting to back track 
150 miles out of our way, we paid the money to 
look at a big hole in the ground. And boy what a 


View from tiie top of the 
largest half pipe! The dais is 
big it took two pictures! 


speech given by Michael Novick, editor of Turn- 
ing the Tide, and about half of the set by Resist 
and Exist, who totally blew me away! The last 
performance of the night was from El Nuevoxol, 
who are a Black revolutionary rap band. 

We milled around for a little while after the 
events ended, talking with people we had met that 
day and over the weekend as a hole. The whole 
gathering seemed quite a success with hundreds 
participating checking it out. There was a huge 
diversity of activist groups represented and many 
distro stalls as well. There were also no police 
actions taken during the event and it all went quite 
smooth. 

We decided to leave LA that night, figuring it 
better than leaving during Monday morning’s rush- 
hour traffic. Shortly after 10:00 we were again on 
the road, this time eastbound towards home. Just 
keeping up with traffic, we found ourselves again 
enter Las Vegas in the middle of the night, this 
time from the other direction. We again parked 
the fireball at the appy Inn and once again de- 
scended on the casinos. To our surprise, we ac- 
tually won at gambling and spent the rest of the 
night wandering from casino to casino spending 
out earnings on beer. We got back to the room as 
the sun was coming up with the same amount of 
cash we started out with. A precious few hours 
later found us once again on the road. 

None of us had ever seen the Grand Can- 
yon before, so we decided on a small detour on 
our return drive. Instead of heading Northeast into 
Utah, we cut due east towards Arizona. By mid- 
afternoon we made it to the Hoover dam on the 
Colorado river and the border between Nevada 
and Arizona. We stopped, took a few pictures and 
headed for the Grand Canyon on Route 66. 
Shortly after dark, we stopped in Williams, A Z for 


BIG hole it is! We drove around the park 
and elbowed our way past busloads of 
Japanese tourists to get a $20 glimpse 
of the canyon. Having done that, we 
headed North for the four corners re- 
gion and Utah. By evening we were 
back on the main freeway were we 
cruised over the mountains, dodging 
huge trucks and drunken drivers. We 
again spent the remainder of the night 
in Nebraska, and by Wednesday we 
were home in Minneapolis once again. 

The total distance for the trip was 
over 4200 miles driven in seven days, 
at a cost of only about $1 60 in gas (the 
German engineers were vindicated af- 
ter all)! The only bad part of it was 
spending more time on the road than 
actually taking part in the gathering in 
LA! This is the end of my narration. I 
hoped you enjoyed this story of three 
punks and one atomic fireball on the 
road to hell and back. Maybe next time 
we’ll fly! 



Mexico* 

OK, I'm here in the bible of the anarcho- 
punks, the Profane Existence Magazine (ha, 
ha). It’s so hard for me to write in English 
again, but I hope you understand the attempt 
of communication and information. First of 
all I’ll try to explain a little bit of how it is 
right now in the Mexican punk movement. I 
added some addresses so you can write and 
contact the active people in all the country. 
I’m sure that they can better explain their situ- 
ation and activities and can exchange stuff 
with you. 

Well, now the punk scene is somewhat 
quiet and divided, because there have not been 
so many shows, bands, and almost all collec- 
tives have problems and differences between 
them. I think this classic problem exists all 
over the world. We can see us (in Mexico 
City) in the free market called "Chopo” every 
Saturday and exchange ideas, words, books, 
zines, records, info on shows, demonstrations, 
activities, hanging out, drinking in the streets, 
and meeting new people. Although now there 
is the fucking “Kids” invasion- the fashion of 
ska and hip-hop, skates and more “Pepsi 
Generation” nonsense. 

We haven’t had so many shows lately 
because the punks were not paying for shows, 
and so much violence and drug abuse, and 
the managers of the places never want thou- 
sands of punks outside of their place- espe- 
cially in the massive concerts with foreign 
bands. So the shows are now in the houses 
or on the streets like in the ’80’s, but some 
bands and people are tired of that. But what- 
ever, we have some good shows and always 
good times (ha, ha). 

Another problem that affects us is the 
fucking economic situation- the devaluation 
of the Peso, the homeless, the poverty. It’s 
hard and it limits us from making a lot of 
projects like zines, bands, records, and all 
autogestionarian [literally meaning, self-orga- 
nized, self-produced-ed.] activities. Almost 
all punks try to survive day by day, and put 
their scarce money into their projects, although 
they never recuperate that money. 

In the last year, we’ve done some activi- 
ties in all the country. Each year there are 
gatherings, demonstrations, etc. Here’s a bit 
of these activities and some bands, zines, 
collectives and information. Take some beer 
and go ahead- 

May ‘97- “No Coas Gathering” (?) 

That was a gathering in Mexico City, orga- 
nized by the Metropolitan Collectives Coordi- 
nate. The event took place in a syndicate of 
woman workers “Costureras”, a place squat- 
ted in ‘85 after the Mexican earthquake. In 
that week, conferences, expositions, and 
shows took place- all about the punk move- 
ment, antimilitarism, women’s struggles, etc. 



What’s going on in the punk movement!! 


The event closed with a punk show with some 
bands from all over the country like: MARE 
MAGNUM (Guad.), BOICOT (Puebla), FURENCE 
(Mty.) LUCHA AUTONOMA (DF), etc. 

August ‘97- Bordering Gathering (Nogales 
Sonora) 

The second (and the last) gathering in the 
border city with conferences, demonstrations 
against racism and U.S. imperialism, shows 
and some problems between punks and 
cholos. 


bands have broken-up. For me that is really 
sad because we had some really good bands. 
They made great efforts to keep going but 
from the lack of support from the people 
and the classic problems for the bands, they 
no longer exist Bands like MASSACRE 68, 
HICTERIA, XENOPHOBIA, SEDICION, MELI, 
TORTURA AUDITVA, L.P.T., KK-CORE, PUTRID 
SCUM, ATOXXXICO, and many more have 
broken up, but almost all of these bands 
left recordings for us like tapes, LPs, or 7*s. 
Although the copies are not available and 
are hard to find. 


September ‘97- Nine years of the CCRFD Col- 
lective, and first gathering in Mexico City 

That event was in Mexico City too, and 
took place in a museum called the Chopo. 
Here was born the collective “Radical change 
positive force” (C.C.R.F.P.). The collective is 
not active now, but we prepared for this gath- 
ering almost all year, and now some people 
that were in the collective are now involved 
in other activities and meet together to orga- 
nize that. So now we go together to orga- 
nize next year’s gathering, with more activi- 
ties, shows and possibly make it an interna- 
tional gathering- because it will be the 10th 
anniversary of the C.C.R.F.P. In the last year 
we had conferences and a big exposition of 
pictures and zines from all Mexico, and a show 
with local bands like: AK-47, REVUELTA 
PROPIA, RABIA PROLETARIA, DESOBEDIENCIA 
CIVIL and COPRORLIA. Of course there was 
exchange of stuff, beers and fun. (We have 
the video recording of this event.) 

November ‘97- 2 Qias De Collectividad “Two 
Days of Collectives” 

This is an annual gathering in Monterrey 
City. Here, there is always conferences, dem- 
onstrations, and 
two days of 
shows with a 
lot of Mexi- , 
can bandsw g^ 
that come 
from all * 

over the Tc< 
country. 


Some bands that still play are: 

SOLUTION MORTAL They are from 
Tijuana BC. They are the oldest band from 
the north of Mexico. They played a lot of 
gigs in the ‘80s with really important bands 
from all over the world. But they never put 
out an LP or 7” in those years. They are 
playing right now but have had some line-up 
changes and the sound is more metal influ- 
enced and they are not so active for shows 
or recordings. I hope they stay alive for a 
while. 

ESPECIMEN They are from Tijuana to, 
but they are now living in Mexico City. They 
have a lot of changes in their line-up and 
their attitudes. They almost only play for a 
lot of money and almost broke-up because 
of their “fame” attitudes. They put out a lot 
of records, some of which are available on 
a CD and cassette. They now play Califor- 
nian-like HC (like old Bad Religion) but I think 
not for a while. 

DISOLUTION SOCIAL They are from 
Monterrey and I think they continue playing 
and haven’t broken up because they are 
brothers! But they almost never play or 
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practice. In the past they put out some really 
good recordings. They play only one or two 
times a year and never make a tour or any- 
thing. 

Three of four bands exist in the same 
way in Monterrey with ail the same people 
involved in a band and projects like; TRAUMA, 
CABEZAS PODRDAS, MADRIZA SALUAJE, HU- 
MAN GARBAGE. They are almost aN the same 
people playing Afferent instruments and dif- 
ferent music (ha, ha)- good bands, good people. 
They have been involved in the scene for a 
long time 

MODA RIDICULA Rom Queretaro have 
been playing for nine or ten years and are 
one of my favorite bands. They have only 
two tapes and some tracks on compilations. 
They want to put out something new and 
keep it alive 

DESOBEDiENCIA CIVIL are one of the most 
active bands in hie scene They come from 
*93 and have some changes in the line-up (like 
my band). They are trying to keep a stable 
line-up and put out some recordings. They 
have a 7” ep (self-produced) and some songs 
on compilations. They are involved in collec- 
tives, zines, and projects especially in animal 
liberation 

REGERNERACION Another band that has 
broken up. They released some 7”s and an 
LP. They are involved in a new band catted 
INSURRECION. Their drummer is the editor 
of the me “Cryptas”. He also puts out records 
in a DIY label and distro. I recommend you 
write to Nm to find Mexican stuff, trade records 
and help Ns good label 

AK-47 They play HC with some hip-hop 
and rap influences, like DOWNSET and BIO- 
HAZARD with the classic DISCHARGE influ- 
ence. The members were in bands like 
ATOXXICO, MASSACRE 68, HISTERIA, and 
ANARCHUS. They play what they call 
“Tenochtitlan HC” (c?). They have a tape 
called “Ciudad”. Some songs are in English. 
Soon they are going to the studio to record 
their CD called “Fuck the Fronteras”. 

REVUELTA PROPIA The REVUELTA are 
for me the only ska band intelligent and hon- 
est from Mexico City. Right now there is a 
big boom of ska music in Mexico, but almost 
all of the bands are false and cheezy bands. 
RP. have some time in the scene and their 
singer was in a he band called KK-CORE. They 
have a tape called “Respeto” and are soon 
recording a CD. The singer has a label-distro 
called Tajobase Records. They cal themselves 
a “political ska anti-rockstar band”. I recom- 
mend you get in contact with this band if you 
like good ska and Latin beats and want to 
know all about the real and honest move- 
ment in all Latino America. 

LUCHA AUTONOMA They play punk rock 
ki the old school vein. They participate in a 
collective called MP. (Revolutionary Anti-au- 
thoritarian Youths). They make activities in 
the social movement and punk scene. They 
have some stuff to distribute and you can 
ask them for their activities and plans. You 
can ask the band about the compilation they 
released with Mexican bands. 


COPROFILIA These fucking bastards have 
been playing since ‘90 and always do the same: 
drunk in public and play rock ami roll like shit, 
never practice, never active, never serious. 
They have a 7”ep (totally wrong) on the PE. 
label, so it is important in the scene (ha, ha). 
Their tape was distributed by Sin Fronteras, 
by Cryptas, and Extreme to Extreme, and is 
now re-recorded with a big label and maybe 
now a famous band. But their bass player is 
in punk-rock-landia (Minneapolis) to get mar- 
ried and be a good gringa So maybe they 
can cry for that and break up. So you don’t 
give a shit for that Chilango band! Or only if 
you want to do a tour in Mexico with them 
like ASSRASH (ha, ha). 
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OK, if you are tired or bored with this 
report, I only mentioned a small part of Mexico, 
so you write to these people and get in touch. 
Learn some Spanish and support the scene 
from Mexico and Latino America Yes- you! 

I know you have the time ami some money 
to write and buy or exchange for the Mexican 
stuff. We make a real effort for that and 
really want to be heard by you soon. I don’t 
apologize for my bad English because I don’t 
accept the English imposition in the commu- 
nication and I never go to school (ha, ha). If 
you want to send your fuck offs to me, write 
to this address or send your opinions to this 
zine and keep in the way. 

PS. Thanks for the space and your attention. 

I really appreciate your support of our scenes. 
PJPS. Up the punks!! 

Oscar Castillo H. (Gonzo) “COPROFILIA Lazy 
Club”/ Juan De Ochoa No. 40/ Fuego Nuevo/ 
CP. 09800/ Mexico DP/ Mexico. Telephone 
(5) 608-6474. 

Addesses (all proceded by MEXICO): 

REVUELTA PROPIA (Tajobaze Records)/ Miguel 
Chavez U Plaza De Loreto #27/ Cr. Alfonso 
Ortiz T/ CP. 09020 Mexico DF. 

AK-47 (MJVL Records) Miguel Angel Cortes O J 
Apdo 17-808/ CP. 11411 Mexico DF. Tel/Fax (5) 
396 81 33 

LUCHA AUTONOMA- Apartado Postal 137030/ 
CP. 09291 Mexico DF. 

DESOBEDIENCIA CIVIL Apdo/ 13 517/ CP. 03501 
Mexico DF. 

REGENERACION (Cryptas Records ami zine) Cruz 
V. Luis/ Apdo- 16- 52 CPO2011/ Mexico DF. 
Biblioteco Social Reconstruir/ Apdo. 9090/ 06002 
Mexico 1 DF. Tel/fax 512-08-86. e-mail= 
libertad@maiLinternetcom.mx 
Ergastula Mental (Femminist zine) Apdo. 140-030 
CP 13221 Mexico DF. 

Renegados zine Apdo. 96-071/ CP 07771 Mexico 
DF. 

Skaramusa (Ska-Oi zine) Apdo 15081 Mexico DF. 
Subkomix (Comic zine) Apdo. 2658/ 44001 
Monterrey NL 

Un Nuevo Enimigo (zine anarcho-punk) Victor 
Moreao 13-577/ 03501 Mex. 

Icono Rage (Comics) Cruz De La Viga/ 216-Col 
Apatiaco 12T7 Mexico DF. 

Pensares y Sentires/ Apdo 135-034/ CP. 07969 
Mexico DF. 

Frente Al Enemigo (zine) Bouleuar Barrio 
Guadalupe 262 CoL Barrio GPE. 37280 Leon GTO. 
Mexico. 

La Hojo Libertaria/ AP 1-1444/ CP 44101 Guap. 
Jalisco/ Mexico. 
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Epitaph versus Boycot 

There’s no 
business like 
punk business 

Billie and Pim are singing for the 
punk band Boycot. Jerry and Marc 
are working for the ‘punk’ label 
Epitaph. After an invitation of the 
dutch action paper, Ravage, the ‘arch 
enemies' agree to enter a discussion. 
After two hours talking the points of 
view (punk business versus no 
business) are unaltered. 

As one would expect from real punk rock- 
ers, they don’t mind the ‘no smoking’ sign in the 
editorial office. “Where there is talking, there 
should be smoking”, Jerry Goossens points out 
when his colleague Marc Kapteins and him take 
place at the table. Goossens, promoter at the Eu- 
ropean office of punk label Epitaph is compiler 
of the CD “I’m Sure We’re Gonna Make It - Dutch 
punk rock 1977-1982" and co-author of the book 
Het Gejuich Was Masaal (Ed: The Cheering Was 
Massive). 

Billie and Pim enter. The four ‘enemies’ 
friendly shake hands. Billie takes place next 
to Jerry, Pim next to Marc. The atmo- 
sphere remains sportsmanlike 
for the two hours, the 
standpoints nevertheless 
differ a great deal. 

Boycot, punk bank 
from Alkmaar, have put out 
the ‘Only Stupid Bastards Help 
Epitaph’ 7" at the end of 1995. 

The title is a wink towards “Only 
Stupid Bastards Help EMI’ by the 
English Conflict. For Boycot, punk 
is a sacred matter and to them Epi- 
taph is selling out punk music by be- 
ing too commercial. Boycot spreads 
the slogan ‘Only Stupid Bastards Help 
Epitaph’ through, among other things, 
postcards that are in great demand 
amongst Epitaph haters. 

Boycot has appeared on two split 7"s; 
one with Argue Damnation from Japan and 
another with Insane Youth from Belgium. The 
band is: Taco on drums, Jeroen on bass, Lennaert 
on guitar. Pim and Billie on vocals, they sing and 
roar lyrics against the music industry (‘Cash from 
Chaos’), against animal abuse, sexism, racism and 
fascism. Boycot follows the same tracks as 
Bullshit Propaganda, Seein’ Red and others. The 
band mainly plays in squats and at punx picnics, 
mostly for travel expenses, meals and a crate of 
beer. 

The label Epitaph was founded in 1 979 by 
Brett Gurewitz, guitar player in Bad Religion. The 


same year he puts our a 7" by his band. In 1 988, 
Epitaph puts out the debut of the girl band L7 and 
‘Suffer’, again by Bad Religion. In no time CD’s of 
Pennywise, Down By Law and NOFX are follow- 
ing. Punk gets very popular in the beginning 
of the 90’s and that’s partly due to Epitaph. 

They reach their commercial acme m 
1 996 with ‘Smash’, the third album ^ 
the Offspring, of which no less than 
eight million copies get sold. 

Other big companies lie in 
wait. Madonna sends the 
band Rancid (‘And Out 
Came The Wolves’) a 
nude-photo and a 
bottle of cham- 
pagne, reput- 
edly as an at 
tempt to bribe the 
band. At the moment 
Epitaph has 22 bands under 
contract and offices in the 
US and Europe. 


“The difference lays in the music.”, Jerry 
says. “EMI launches everything that they can sell 
you. You’ll never find the Spice Girls on Epitaph.” 


Big Business 


punk 


We don’t wanna talk about 
music here. Boycot likes some Epitaph 
bands, Rancid eg. musically a lot. No, their criti- 
cism is aimed at the way the label brings punk to 
the dudes and dudettes. Epitaph sees itself 
as the standard bearer of the punk 
business as Jerry calls it. 

Boycot thinks that 
punk and 
busi- . 


ness don’t 
go together. 

Boycot would rather split 
than become commercial. “Epi- 
taph is not punk but big business”, Pim 
starts , when the coffee arrives. “A big office, a 
whole bunch of people working for them, a bunch 
of promotional crap, posters, stickers, plastic in- 
flatable sheep; what’s punk about that?” “ We’re a 
business, absolutely”, Jerry answers, “but a punk 
business indeed. In the music industry there’s a 
habit of fucking bands over. At Epitaph there’s 
not a single band that feels prostituted; I can say 
that with my hand on my heart. In a business full 
of rats and sharks, Epitaph does business in a 
decent way.” 

Pim: “But explain to me the difference be- 
tween Epitaph and EMI.” 


“But punk is 
more than music.”, 
Pim alleges. “Punk is un- 
derground, punk is DIY, and we 
don’t need a big record boss for that.” 

Jerry, resolute: “It happens that we’re no 
longer a small label that puts out records for the 
fun. There are 70 people working at Epitaph.” Marc 
and him still consider Epitaph to be a part of the 
underground scene. Billie and Pim get very an- 
noyed when Jerry calls the fact that The Offspring’s 
CD “Smash” has sold 8 million copies “a victory 
for the DIY scene”. Goossens explains what hap- 
pens with the bank guarantee distributors have to 
give to e.g. receive 1 00,000 CD’s of the Offspring 
and they should go broke. The Boycot guys are 
clearly offended by the business matter. 

Pim: “By opting for this business like way, 
Epitaph definitely chooses to walk another road 
than the punk road.” 

“But Epitaph never started out with the idea to sell 
millions of records.”, says Marc. 

Billie: “Neither did Albert Heyn (Ed: a dutch 
supermarket chain) or Nike. It’s not about being 
‘incorrect’ or not but about the fact that Epitaph is 






not punk. You guys are talking such big numbers, 
that’s unworthy for punk!” 

Jerry: “but where do you draw the line? If 
you sell a thousand records, like Boycot, then 
you’re still punk. Two thousand records? 
What will you do when all of a sudden 
Boycot becomes immensely 
popular?” 

Billie, raising his 
voice: “Then we 
press a few 
thou- 



bel.” 

“The fact that Epitaph as been able to grow 
so big”, Jerry pours oil on the flames, “means a lot 
more for the whole punk scene than Boycot. You 
limit yourselves to the same little clique. A big 
part of our money goes back to the scene, to punk 
shops, fanzines, AK Press... Because of the 
fact that we have been able to be- 
come so successful, the 
scene has gotten a 
new impulse.” 



extra and sell 
them for fl. 12.50 instead 
of fl.15. Just as Crass did. If 
we would sell 10 million records, they, 
would be available for 10 guilders (Ed:' 
dutch currency, $1 is a bit less that fl.2). 

Pirn ads: “It’s got nothing to do with num- 
bers but the way you sell punk. Who the hell sends 
letter to youth centers like: ‘We at Epitaph, a young 
dynamic flashy label and when you put up our post- 
ers, a lot more kids will show up at your joint?”.” 

Jerry, appeasing: “We need each other. 
That’s why I think it’s a good thing there are also 
successful companies, who do more than just sell 
thousand 7"s. We try to get the maximum out of a 
band. A band has a natural range. For The Off- 
spring it appears to be 8 million, for Red Aunts 
5000. As a record company, you have to try ev- 
erything to get those 5000.” 

An average Epitaph CD costs fl.30, 10 guil- 
ders less that a CD on a major label. 

Pirn: “A real Do It Yourself CD never costs 
more than 20 guilders.” 

Jerry: “We do promotion, fly bands to do in- 
terviews. That ads up to the total cost.” 

“That’s the way it works.”, Mark ads. 

“Yeah, in the music business”, the Boycot 
dudes react. “And that’s way we say Epitaph is 
not punk.” 

Jerry: “Do you think Dischord is an incorrect 
label?” 

Pirn: “I wouldn’t release anything on that la- 



“Yeah. 

W h a 
Epitaph i 
diates to ev- 
eryone is that 
they shout ‘Fuck 
the System’ but 
participate in that 
very system.” 

Billie: “last weekend 
we did a concert for fl. 100 
and after that we did a benefit for PETA (People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals). We calcu- 
lated what our costs were and we gave the rest to 
PETA. I don’t see any Epitaph band do that!” 

Pirn: “If we play somewhere where the en- 
trance is 10 guilders and we’re told we’re gonna 
receive 300 or 400 guilders, we tell the people: 
give us 200 guilders and bring the entrance to fl.5. 

Sexist 

A band that Billie and Pirn are clearly through 
with, is NOFX. Billie: “Earlier NOFX played in 
Parkhop in our hometown Alkmaar for fl.500. 
Nowadays the entrance is fl.20 at the Melkweg 


(Ed: commercial venue) and they don’t even look 
at you anymore. 

“NOFX got popular by playing 40,000 times 
in every bog in the world”, Jerry claims. “It’s not 
Epitaph’s fault they no longer play in Parkhof. All 
our bands are free to do what they want. 
NOFX also doesn’t do any interviews. Their 
vocalist fat Mike has his own label (Ed: Fat 
Wreck) to put singles out. You should try 
that while being signed to a major. When 
NOFX wants to play in squats, that’s OK 
with Epitaph.” 

Billie: “Then why are there 
never Epitaph bands playing in 
squats? Only real DIY bands play 
there; those who’ re content with 
fl.200 for fuel and a decent meal, 
that’s obvious.” “Our bands are 
not satisfied with that because 
they’ve been doing that for ten 
years already and have been 
sleepin’ on floors for ten 
years”, says Jerry. 

Also the following 
discussion indicates how 
different the opinions of 
the two sides are. 

Billie: “Punk is definitely something to- 
tally different from fucking chicks and skating 
around.” 

“None of our bands are talking about fucking 
chicks”, Jerry responds. 

“Oh no?”, says Billie, “I think NOFX is 
otherwise pretty sexist.” 

Jerry: “Depends on what sex- 
•ist means to you.” 

Billie: “Well, lyrics that are 
degrading to women. ..Lisa and 
Louise fist fucking each other.” 

“But that is about two lesbian women!” 
Jerry looks desperately in Marc’s direction. 
Billie cites eagerly: “Til never forget the 
first time you kissed and I want you to fist 
me.”” That’s pubertal underpants 
humour that has nothing to do with 
punk!” 

Jerry: “In America this has 
become an anthem for lesbians! 
There’s nothing degrading to women 
in that song, it’s just about two les- 
bians who love each other, who 
wanna fuck each other.” 

Billie: “Yeah, sure, and de- 
scribing the details very clearly...” 
Jerry: “What a strange puritan thought that 
is?” 

Pirn ads: “NOFX doesn’t sing that because 
they want to liberate women really.” 

According to Jerry, a lot of people do see it 
as liberating: “Because finally someone sings 
about two lesbians and not about the usual ‘boy 
meets girl’ or whatever.” 

“My girlfriend does think it’s quite sexist 
though”, says Billie. “There are women who’re 
disturbed by such words in lyrics. Do you think 
that’s strange?” 

Pirn: “It’s about the same things Top 40 bands 
are singing.” 

Jerry, scornful: “How many top 40 bands are 
singing about fist fucking lesbians?” 

Pirn: “Quite a lot, with all these rap bands 




nowadays.” 

“What a bunch of vicars you guys are.” 

“We’ve heard that before”; Pirn admits. “But 
that’s because we sing about relevant things.” 

Billie: “Those skateboarding dudes some- 
times call us left-wing fascists.” 

All thousand of Boycot’s 7"s ‘Only Stupid 
Bastards Help Epitaph’ are sold out now. 

Jerry: “Brett Gurewitz started just like you 
guys, with a single of his own band. At first there 
were 100 people who wanted to buy the single, 
then a thousand, then 10 thousand. The more it 
gets, the more you loose control. The only thing 
you can do is to try to make corrections.” 

Pirn explains again that Boycot purposefully 
stays small to be able to keep control over their 
merchandise. Pirn and Billie are unpleasantly sur- 
prised when Marc says that a Boycot t-shirt is for 
sale in a punk shop in Amsterdam (name and ad- 
dress known) for fl.25. 

Pirn: “What? We’re gonna check that out im- 
mediately! I gave them three for fl.10 each and 
told them to sell them for fl. 12.50.” 

Billie bends over to the Walkman: “If this is 
right, then we’re starting a Boycot against the joint 
right now!” 

Jerry: “You see. Even on such a low level 
you’re not able to control things. And then Epi- 
taph should check every record store all over the 
world if they don’t sell our CD’s to expensive?” 

Pirn: “But Epitaph doesn’t even take the 
trouble to keep the prices low! When don’t you 
put a sticker ‘Pay No More’ that fl.32.50, other- 
wise you’re just lining the purse of the shopkeeper 
unnecessarily. Throw a brick through he windows 
and write to Epitaph...”. He continues: “A whole 
bunch of new kids just don’t know that fl.42.50 is 
way too much for a CD. But if you put that on you 
CD, they’ll start thinking about it and will ask; hey, 
it says fl.32.50 here; how come I have to pay 
fl.42.50?” 

Jerry reacts that record stores also have to 
make a living. Billie and Pirn rather want to abol- 
ish those businesses. Away to keep prices low is 
to go through a mailorder. Epitaph already has 
such a thing in the US. According to Marc that is 
impossible to do in Europe. 

Jerry: “We can’t start small anymore. Epi- 
taph can’t say; come on, we take ten 7"s of Boy- 
cott on consignment and we’ll start a little 
mailorder.” 

Bullshit from the Ivory Tower 

Although punk means more than music and 
is a way of life to Boycot, they don’t make a living 
off it. They both have jobs in a warehouse. 

Jerry: “That’s the difference, our bands do 
make a living off of it.” According to Pirn one has 
to make compromises if one wants to live off punk. 
You have to become commercial and that is at 
the expense of the kids Who have to pay for it. 
Boycot’s first 7" is released of Axiome Records. 
Billie: “The people that run Axiome have a whole 
box of records, they trade 50 with friends from all 
over Europe. From what they sell, they can pay 
the fuel for their van, invite bands over.” “That’s a 
start,” Marc says, “the principle is the same as at 
Epitaph.” 

“Bullshit”, Pirn thinks, “They don’t need an 
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expensive office. They won’t let it get that far that 
they have people working for them, people who’re 
handing out stickers at the Melkweg.” 

Jerry comes up with another example, the 
label Mordam. The woman who founded it put 
out a record by the now world-famous, band Faith 
No More. “She never has to work again. I believe 
it’s ivory tower bullshit when Boycot says: that 
won’t happen to us. Because you don’t depend 
on it, you don’t have to make a living off of it.” 

Billie: “I know enough small punk shops who 
do exist in a DIY way and with decent prices. All 
those people at concerts who sell records for fl.1 5, 
they’re far from bankrupt after a year and don’t 
have to live from the dustbins. No, from the small 
profit they make, they can buy a couple of records, 
drink a few beers and go to the next concert. And 
you got your record for fl.1 5. That’s how it works 
in the scene where we play, it’s working out fine.” 

Jerry: “The shops you’re talking about usu- 
ally don’t exist anymore after a year.” 

Marc: “They’re the first ones to knock on our 
door;” 

“Mostly because they don’t have their shit 
together.”, according to Jerry. “That’s why I prefer 
an accountant who likes Phil Collins to someone 
who likes Boycot but doesn’t know how to keep 
books.” 

Epitaph operates on another, bigger scale 
than Boycot, and hence lives up to other norms. 
Commerciality is necessary to survive, for Boycot 
it would be the death-blow. Billie and Pirn are 
making it clear that when they would become 
popular, they would end the band. 

“If we would play Paradiso (Ed: a huge, com- 
mercial venue) and big festivals every weekend, I 
would seriously consider to quit.” Billie says. “Be- 
cause what’s punk about being a popstar?” 

Pirn, finally: “Epitaph started out small, be- 
came big and should have abolished itself. You 
can better quit than not being punk anymore.” 

translated from Ravage by Brob (Tilt!) 

Billie’s comment: 

All this leaves us with a bad aftertaste in our 
mouths. I don’t mean to act as ‘the tough guy’ but 
Pirn and me ranted air over those guys; they left 
out those parts where we cornered them, prob- 
ably to the keep the paper thing interesting. I was 
totally surprised when I read it. The interviewer 
was pretty much following our line during the con- 
versation but he left out the funniest bits. The cli- 
max was the last question. In the pre-print (that 
we could read) there was this question whether 
Epitaph would put out a 7" by Boycot and'the an- 
swer was yes. We were supposed to have an- 
swered “Yes, if the price is OK!”. No way that we 
said something like that! After that, there was 
nothing more. 

Another example is about the Boycot shirt in 
the shop. A cat (Epitaph) can make crazy twist. 
The price of the shirt was not fl.25, but I said: “if 
that is really the price then we start a Boycot 
against Independent Outlet (NRA’s Aziz’ shop); 
that’s how one tries one’s best to control their 
prices and keeps their CD’s out of every gas sta- 
tion” If this isn’t true then Aziz knows where the 
rumours are coming from! 

My trust in Ravage has really gone down. 


It’s the same old story of something growing in a 
positive way, showing less and less integrity and 
start working their way up with their elbows; what 
can you still do about it!? 

Boycot: Billie / Vondelstr. 308 / 1 81 4MC Alkmaar / 
The Netherlands 

Epitaph Europe: Postbus 10574 / 1001EN 
Amsterdam / The Netherlands 

Further Reading: 

From an editor with an attitude problem.- 

There are many more reasons Epitaph sucks, 
that were either not touched upon, or were edited out 
of the Ravage transcriptions. Here are some more 
reasons to hate Epitaph Records from someone who 
knows a little about punk records and distribution: 

• Epitaph claims to help the punk economy by bring- 
ing all of this money back into the scene. The fact is 
they do the opposite in many instances. For example, 
they do not sell direct to any single retail outlet, so 
stores must buy their stuff from distributors. Small 
punk stores must buy Epicrap from small distributors, 
who get virtually no discount. Meanwhile, most chain 
stores like Best Buy, Sam Goody or Musicaland act 
as their own distributors , buying 100,000's of discs at 
a time and getting the best possible price. In the end, 
the chain stores have the best prices while the smaller 
stores would go out of business trying to compete. 

• Most money spent on promotion and tours does not 
go back into the punk scene. The kids pay to see the 
bands and most of the money goes into glossy pro- 
motional packets, posters, plane tickets, van rentals, 
hotels, and the promotors' pockets. 

• Epitaph claim to have credibility because they are 
not owned by a major label, making them one of the 
larger independent labels around. However, to maxi- 
mize distribution potential, Epitaph licenses their re- 
leases for major label distribution. For instance, Sony 
Corporation handles manufactuing and distribution for 
Epitaph in Japan. 

• Epitaph plays tokenism and lipservice to further their 
credibility. They have their Chaos punk band, they 
did a benefit CD for AK Press, and sometimes this 
writer wonders if the Red Aunts exist as the 'small' 
Epitaph band for such debates as the previus pages. 
Epitaph have also recently created a bunch of smaller 
sub-labels (Hellcat for one) to hide their name, be- 
cause Epitaph has become synonymous with profi- 
teering in the minds of intelligent punks who have 
had enough of their bullshit. 

• They profit from teenage insecurities and cash in 
on youth rebellion, using the same marketing tactics 
that the tobacco industries use to hook kids on ciga- 
rettes. In the meantime they defend their tactics by 
saying they're better then the majors they immitate, 
like claiming the bands are treated better. (When a 
band is purposely out to get airplay on MTV, they've 
obviously crossed the line to the other side, and who 
the fuck cares how they're treated anymore!) Like 
any greedy capitalist enterprise, Epitaph has zeroed 
in on young consumers and now uses their own eco- 
nomic clout to capture and ever-increasingly large 
share of the market. 

• It is not a coincidence or luck that Epitaph bands 
make it into the charts, get radio play, or have videos 
on MTV. Epitaph have by far one of the most ag- 
gressive promotional and marketing departments of 
most so-called independent labels today. They cease- 
lessly bombard zines, radio stations, stores, etc. with 
literally tons of full-color posters, glossy eight by ten 
band photos., promo CD's, Offspring mobiles, and 
those infamous NOFX inflatable love sheep. 

— Dan 




9 SHOCKS TERROR Earth Wind & The Sheik Throwing 
Fire 7" 

The lyrics on this release aren’t too deep but they do 
have an attitude. Manic paced music bnd crazed vocals 
make it a really high adrenaline experience, (duke) 

River On Fire Records / PO Box 771296 / Lakewood, 
OH/ 44107 

ABUSO SONORO Ja Basta!!! 7“ 

Another brilliant addition to the growing list of great 7” 
release from this Brazilian anarchopunk band. Already 
among my current favorites, this record only reinforces 
the level of sincerity this band displays in their anarchist 
and anticapitalist stance. This EP follows a theme that 
shows solidarity for the Zapatista struggle in Chiapas, 
Mexico, as well as the struggle for indigenous autonomy 
and liberation of oppressed peoples worldwide. Musi- 
cally, powerful and fast punk rock, with multiple vocalists 
shouting out the angry verses. Lyrics are all in Portu- 
guese, with English translations provided in the accom- 
panying booklet, which also has some further supportive 
writings from the band (also translated into Italian). The 
whole thing comes in a large cardboard folder cover, 
making this record stand alone with exceptional packag- 
ing. Angry, political, honest, sincere, and well thought 
out — all ingredients for a release that is above and be- 
yond the typical punk record. (Dan) 

$5 ppd (worldwide) from Bombers / CP 29 / 04011 Aprilia 
(LT)/ Italy 

ABUSO SONORO Jogo Sujo 7" 

As far as I know, this is a new release. A.S. have re- 
leased a few others so far, and this one keeps right up 
with their style of abrasive hardcore punk with angry gruff 
vocals, raging riffs, and outspoken political lyrics. Seven 
tracks here- all powerful. A.S. are one of the most prom- 
ising and active bands coming out of Brazil now, so search 
out their stuff. (Jon) 

Low Life Records (no address) 

ACRID Eighty-Sixed CD 

Extremely heavy straightedge hardcore from suburban 
Toronto. The lyrics are cryptically written, but have over- 
tones of desperation over life and surrounding social 
forces. Musically, a cross over somewhere between 
grindcore and deathmetal, with lengthy songs and 
gutturally screamed vocals. My response to this is mixed, 
with songs capturing my attention with their caustic en- 
ergy early on, while others grew simply tiresome and way 
too long as this disc dragged out forever. (Dan) 

Dirty Kidz / 492 Bloor St. West, Box #29 / Toronto, ONT 
M5S 1 X8 / Canada 

AFFLUENTE Moltitudine Suina 7” 

Well, I think this is the third 7” by these guys. Great old 
school Italian HC with a U.S. influence; oblivious through 
their 2 Reagan Youth covers sang in Italian. Cool shit! 
(Kerry R.) 

Applequince Records C/O M. Leonardi-Cp 7-Centro / 
01100 Viterbo / Italy 

AGE Inside Darkness 7" 

With the opening song “Women in Slaughter” about man’s 
inhumanity towards women as objects of rape and per- 
sonal conquest during war time, this Japanese band starts 
out on one of the most touchy subjects of their country's 
nationalist history. Age play two songs of powerful punk, 
that have the same sort metal influences as many early 
90’s UK bands. The other track is also an angry response 
to those who are limited and apathetic under pressure 
from society’s conditioning. Musically captivating, with a 
lyrical expression on a level uncommon with most punk 
from Japan. 

Dewa Records c/o Yuuichi Onodera / 89-1 1 , Ishinada 
Tonojima / Tsuruoka Yamagata 997 / Japan 

ANTI-PRODUCT Big Business and the Government Are 
Both the Fucking Same 7" 

The second EP from this outstanding new anarchopunk 
band from upstate New York, continuing their onslaught 
of intelligent, angry and inspiration-building sound and 
ideas. There are obvious regional influences in their 
music style, with strong hints of Aus-Rotten and Man- 
kind? creating a solid foundation for their own energetic 
delivery. Multiple vocalists trade off delivering the angry 
tirade of virulent anti-state, anticapitalist messages, with 
a relentless wall of punk noise behind it all. The packag- 
ing is exquisite, with a great deal of writing to back up the 
ideals expressed in the lyrics, included in the fold-out 


cover, booklet, and poster inside. It’s also nice to see 
Tribal War getting back on track with a more serious an- 
archopunk release. (Dan) 

Tribal War c/o 1951 W. Burnside / Box 1945 / Portland, 
OR / 97209 

A//POLITICAL Planting The Seeds Of Revolution 
Cassette 

This is a new outfit from the Baltimore area who shatter 
the silence of an otherwise quiet music scene. This tape 
features 14 tracks of aggressive punk very much resem- 
bling early Conflict and Antisect. This tape comes equip 
with good sound quality and a booklet, featuring they’re 
well thought out intelligent lyrics. How can you go wrong? 
(Joe) 

Contact: A//Political-P.O. Box 73 Odenton MD, 21113 

ARMA CONTRA ARMA Let No One Deceive You T* 

More raging Latin hardcore from Chicago brought out by 
Lengua Armada. Seven tracks of raw hardcore played 
fast and to the point with rough throaty vocals- great stuff! 
No gimmicks here- just angry political hardcore with Span- 
ish lyrics against nationalism, social barriers and misin- 
formation, and revolutionary ideas (English translations 
provided). The packaging is top-notch with a 12-page 
booklet. Highly recommended. (Jon) 

Lengua Armada/ 2340 W. 24th St/ Chicago, IL 60608. 

BARRICADE / G.J.P.B. Split T 
Two Japanese thrash punk bands back to back making 
for an EP that is as intense as the Chaos UK / Extreme 
Noise Terror split LP was ten years ago. Barricade play 
three tracks and deserve a nomination for the best song 
title of the year with ‘Confusion Societyfuckin System. 
Musically they play UK-influenced thrash with buzz saw 
guitars and machine gun drums. The Great Japan Punk 
Band are equally as menacing, with a slightly more cha- 
otic punk element to their thrash sound. (Dan) 
Straight-Up Records /Kowa Building 2F / Minami-2 Nishi- 
1 / Chou-Ku, Sappporo 060 / Japan 

BEYOND DESCRIPTION Live in Germany 5" 

Three tracks of brutal Japanese punk recorded at the 
Kopi squat in Berlin during this bands tour of Europe last 
year. Beyond Description have earned a reputation as 
being one of the more sincere, active political bands, with 
the songs here being no exception. When I finally found 
a record player that could actually play this thing, I was 
treated to a short but sweet blast of incredibly punk rock, 
with fast and tight music, and an excellent recording qual- 
ity for a live record. I'm not sure why. they chose to do a 
5" when a few more tracks would have made an excel- 
lent 7"! (Dan) 

Forest Records c/o Hideyuki Okahara / Ceramica 2 #301 
/ 2-1-37 Minami Kokubunji / Tokyo 185/ Japan 

BOYCOTT / INSANE YOUTH split V 
Acoilaborative effort by two outspoken DIY thrash bands 
from Holland and Belgium respectively. Boycott, known 
for their all out efforts to chop Epitaph down to size, have 
five blazing new tracks here. Raw and aggressive mu- 
sic, mixed with angrily shouted vocals, creates a potent 
statement against apathetic attitudes and punk rock capi- 
talists. Insane Youth back them up with three just as 
mad blasts, also with outspokenly political lyrics and an 
extremely pissed off delivery. All of the lyrics and info 
contained on this record are in English, which makes the 
it easier to comprehend for monoliguistic fools like my- 
self. An exceptional effort here with obvious care taken 
to see that both music and packaging are top notch. (Dan) 
Contact Boycott c/o Billie / Vondelstraat 308 1815 MC 
Alkmaar / The Netherlands. Contact Insane Youth c/o 
Steve Descamps / Abingdonstraat 58 / B-9100 St. Niklaas 
/ Belgium 

BRANELLI D’ODIO Fotografie Di S tragi 7" 

Political punk from Italy from the resurgent underground 
DIY punk scene that stresses activism and DIY attitude 
before commercialized youth culture. Musically fast 
hardcore with a slight metal-influenced guitar sound and 
enough hooks and breaks to keep it interesting. As well, 
on a few songs they experiment with some rather un- 
usual temposm which give the overall record a greater 
sense of musical variation. Lyrics (in Italian, though En- 
glish translations are provided) are all extremely politi- 
cal, even in the songs dealing with day to day subjects. 
The cover is a nice fold out sleeve and the copy sent for 
review came with a cool tribal-looking patch. (Dan) 
Agipunk c/o Milani Gianpiero / 27100 Pavia / Italy 


BROKEN We’re Fucked!! 7 H 

The vocals of this are strong and clear which initially re- 
minded me of Aus Rotten. As it kicks in, it builds in strength 
and makes this release a pretty solid piece of punk. 

Blind Destruction Records / Box 29 / 82 Colston St / Bristol 
/ BS1 5BB/UK 

CAROL/ STACK split 7" 

CAROL play totally extreme hardcore and are from 
Bremen, Germany, who play a crazy all-out style I’ve first 
became familiar with through Impetus Inter from right here 
in Minneapolis! Stack are also play quite an all-out cha- 
otic brand of hardcore thrash, and quite hilariously throw 
in a Hirax cover. Both bands are quite political, although 
the lyrics (those that are in English), are written mainly in 
a cryptically poetic way. While it ads nothing to the mes- 
sage, the cover artwork needs to be mentioned for each 
and doing a piss take on Venom’s “Welcome to Hell” and 
Slayer “South of Heaven” respectively. No complaints 
on this one! (Dan) 

Summersault / St-Pauli-Str. 10-12 / D-28203 Bremen / 
Germany 

CATHARSIS Samsara CD 

The last-gasp outburst of aggression from a group of 
people whose souls have been endlessly tormented and 
brought to the brink of despair by the injustices and preju- 
dices of humanity. Musically a virtual torrent of noise 
that incorporates the heaviest of crust with hints of grind 
and thrash metal — along with the wailing cries of anger 
and frustration «— swelling the overall sound to a deafen- 
ing crescendo of misery and suffering. I found myself 
totally moved by the desperate emotions of this disc like 
I’ve felt before listening to Amebix’s “Monolith", Misery’s 
“Next Time” EP or some of the midyears Neurosis al- 
bums. A very well-crafted release combining explosive 
music and the kind of raw emotions that make it as excit- 
ingly intense as biting into foil with one of your filings, 
scraping your fingernails down a black board, or pissing 
on an electric fence! (Dan) 

Crimethinc. / 2695 Rangewood Drive / Atlanta, GA 30345 

CATHARSIS / GEHENNA split LP 
Two angry and extremely political hardcore bands col- 
laborate here with a split LP which offers a different pic- 
ture from each band than the polished sound of their stu- 
dio releases. Catharsis play three lengthy songs, re- 
corded live in an eight-track studio, with a much more 
gruff and brutal delivery than I’ve previously heard from 
them. The one track that is also released on their new 
CD is way more intense here, with a full on desperation 
that was later muted somewhat by studio polish. The 
Gehenna side was recorded live at CBGB’s and also does 
wonders to capture the sense of angry hopelessness this 
band sees in the dark face of humanity. Both of these 
bands are probably unknown to most readers of PE. and 
this release would be an excellent first record to pick up. 
(Dan) 

Wicked Witch Records / P.O. Box 3835 / 1001 AP 
Amsterdam / The Netherlands 

CHAOS BASTARDS Unheliberkundend 7” 

I’ve been waiting on this for a while and now that its here 
I’m very pleased! This 6 song thrash attack features dual 
female/male vocals screaming and yelling in your face 
angry and a bit sarcastic lyrics over sizzling guitar riffs, 
and a d-beat cracked by Phil (Hiatus) which leaves you 

with only one option piss your pants and play it again!! 

Your ordering this right now. (Joe) 

Si Tu Souris c/o Silke Bayler Stockstr. 4, 04277 Leipzig, 
Germany 

CHILDRENS CHURCH / SCUM OF SOCIETY split LP 
Two anarchopunk bands from Italy believe in raw and 
chaotic old-school punk music and proudly wave black 
flag while clad in studs and spiked hair! Both bands are 
outspokenly political, being pro-squat, pro-DIY, and pro- 
Queer punk, all the while blasting out punk anthems with 
lyrics against the state and all forms of oppression. The 
large booklet includes English translations for the lyrics 
and written statements form the bands. (Dan) 

Antichrist Dionysis c/o Daniele Schiliro / via Mameli 14 / 
51100 Pistoia / Italy 

CODE 1 3 A Part of America Died Today 7" 

Imagine all of the complex riffs and melodies of a Led 
Zeppelin double album, sped up and crammed Into just 
12 minutes, then you would have an idea of explosive 
musical energy contained on this little red slab of wax. 


Thirteen magnificent punk ballads, including a few of their 
characteristic sing-along Lake Street Punk anthems, all 
played at a breakneck pace. Obvious influences for this 
endeavor include Dropdead, Infest, and John Williams 
(you’ll have to listen to the record to discover that last 
one). Of course Felix Havoc’s lyrics are well-written, 
political polemics, even if the subjects include sniffing glue, 
skating tough, and reading comic books. Fifty lucky 
record collectors may own one of the limited edition cov- 
ers, hand screen printed on camo cloth. The rest of us 
will have to settle for just plain old colored vinyl in a rain- 
bow of hues. Despite a slightly thin-sounding recording, 
this by far blows away the other two EP’s from this band. 
(Dan) 

Havoc Records / P.O. Box 8585 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 

CRIPPLE BASTARDS / IRF split 7” 

I like the IRF tracks better on their split with Dahmer. Still 
good powerful new school grind/mince-core. As for 
Cripple Bastards.... I was never into them too much be- 
cause their records are always hit or miss with me. Well, 
this stuff caught me instantly. Dual vocal screams (and 
screeches) fueled by crunching guitars and hard thrash- 
ing beats and a lot of anger. Crushing HC. (Kerry R.) 
MCR Co. / 157 Kamiagu Maizuru / Kyoto 624 / Japan 

DAHMER/SATURATION split 7” 

Dahmer provide a brand of VERY fast, Grindy, Screamy, 

Throaty, ummmm stuff. Grindcore and serial killers, 

certainly not my cup of tea! Saturation on the other hand 
play a very fast yet more structured and easier to listen 
to style than side A, with Stef (Human Greed, Seized), 
belting out gruff lyrics with a more misanthropic look at 
life. Reminds me of Assuck. (Joe) 

Spineless records/ P.O. Box 524/ Stn. Cl Montreal/ H2L 
4K4/ Canada. 

DILLINGER FOUR More Songs About Girlfriends and 
Bubblegum 7” 

This pop punk isn’t usually my thing but I’ll always make 
an exception for D4. They’re non stop powerful energy 
and intelligent lyrics definitely make them one of the best 
bands around. Never ever pass up the chance to see 
these guys live, and check this 7“ out. ..it’s some of their 
best stuff yet! (duke) 

Mutant Pop Records/ 5010 NW Shasta / Corvallis, OR/ 
97330 

DISCLOSE No more pain EP’s LP 

This was long over due! The complete ep collection of 
Japans answer to Discharge on a 33 song LP Including 
12 cover songs of Anti-Cimex, S.O.D., Crudity, and of 
course Discharge. Just to name a few. All songs have 
been remastered from their original format due to poor 
sound quality and the unavailability of they’re previous 
releases, But still has the same raw and Fuzzy sound 
they’ve always carried. This is essential stuff for those of 
you who have those old eps and are tired of the poor 
sound quality. This package includes lyrics with the dis- 
cography list and other info. (Joe) 

Y.O.J. c/o J. Jutila 1 Marmorv 14 b/13 7 52 44 Uppsala/ 
Sweden 

DISORGANIZED / RAKITUS split T 
Two bands from Sweden playing thrash without the pre- 
dictable studio polish you would hear on a Distortion 
Records records release. Disorganized play five dis-core 
influenced tracks with political lyrics which are translated 
into a number of languages. Rakitus play moderate to 
fast thrash punk, but have alternating vocal styles be- 
tween guttural growls and crazy screams, which gives it 
a sound somewhat similar to old ENT or Amen from Fin- 
land. This particular copy of this record came on white 
and red splattered vinyl; I wonder which colors yours will 
be? (Dan) 

Hepatit D c/o Johnny Christiansen / MOIIevdbgstorget 5 
C / 214 24 / Malmo / Sweden 

DOG ON A ROPE/ SANCTUS IUDA split 7" 

This record has a strongly antifascist, anti-pig message- 
nice one! DOAR from England play two tracks in the old 
school oi/punk style with all the hooks and catchiness 
along with excellent, in-yer-face lyrics. On the flip side 
we have SANCTUS IUDA from Poland, who play power- 
ful anarchopunk with a heavy sound. They’ve done quite 
a few releases now, and this one seems a bit slower and 
heavier than the previous one’s I’ve heard. Again, great 
lyrics and graphics against fascist politicians and cops. 
A solid release of anarchopunk madness. (Jon) 


Wydawnictwo “Czarny Kot”/ P.O. Box 65/ 76-215 Slupsk 
12/ Poland. 

EHTOOLLINEN SODAN JALOISSA In The Middle of 
War 2x7" 

Here’s another kick ass release from Fight Records. Pow- 
erful, political, fast punk rock with timeless draw to it. 
This is demo stuff from a band who broke up in ’95. These 
2 slabs of vinyl are probably your only chance to check 
them out. (duke) 

Fight Records / Turtolanmaenkatu 6 D 31 / 33710 
Tampere / Finland 

ENEMY SOIL Live in Virginia 7” 

This is a Polish release of this fastly growing popular grind- 
core band from Virginia. Maybe I’m not the best suited to 
review this, since this style really isn’t my cup of tea these 
days. Full throttle grind with all the works- drilling drums, 
screaming vocals, and crushing slower parts. Decent 
sound for a live recording. Cynical lyrics, some of which 
I really don’t agree with. Highlights are a Terrorize? cover 
and it’s mixed at Sepultura Sucks studios by King Fowley. 
(Jon) 

Wydawnictwo “Czarny Kot”/ P.O. Box 65/76-215 Slupsk 
12/ Poland. 

ENOUGH!/JUGGLING JUGULARS split 7” 

JUGGLING JUGULARS seem to have a never ending 
stream of releases coming out these days. This one is 
right up to par with their style of high energy, up beat 
hardcore that mixes fast and melodic bits quite well. Along 
with well-written political lyrics, this side is a winner. Not 
your typical Finnish hardcore, but that's what makes this 
interesting. ENOUGH! are from Poland and play a style 
quite contrasting J.J.- heavy, metal-laden crust with deep 
guttural vocals, heavy as shit production and beats that 
switch from d-beat to mid-paced and grinding. Lyrics vary 
from personal to angry political tirades. Nice packaging 
as well- good split. (Jon) 

Trujaca Fata/ Poland, (no address provided) 

EVANCE If Tomorrow Doesn't come 7” 

I received this gem the same day issue 34 went to the 
printer, But, I figured better late than never, besides, It 
gave me 3 more months to appreciate it more! Heavy as 
fuck hard hitting Japanese hardcore at Its best! Not an- 
other Dis-band , but in the vein of legends, Deathside. I 
have only 2 complaints about this slab, NOT ENOUGH 
MUSIC! as this is a 3 song 45rpm, and the lyrics are 
appear in Japanese. Recommended! (Joe) 

221, 3-19-12 Koengi-Kita Suginami-KU Tokyo, Japan 

THE EX The Spanish Revolution book/CD 

Originally released in 1 986 as a book and double 7”, this 
excellent project' is now back in print with two 3” CDs 
instead of 7”s. The book is an inspiring collection of pho- 
tos of the anarchist collectives CNT and FAI during the 
Spanish Civil War in 1 936. Pictured here are the people 
who were involved and how they organized militarily, 
industrially, and socially as anarchists against fascism . 
This hardcover book features loads of photos with cap- 
tions In both Spanish and English. There are also sev- 
eral texts throughout the book with provide more infor- 
mation about the collectives. The music by the EX is 
excellent anarchist folk punk. Four songs here that cap- 
ture the theme of the project. Great to see this great 
project available again for a new generation. (Jon) 

AK Press/ P.O. Box 40682/ San Francisco, CA 94140- 
0682. (or) 

AK Press/ P.O. Box 12766/ Edinburgh, EH8 9 YE/ Scot- 
land. 

FINAL HOLOCAUST Your Own Holocaust 7” 

Fast thrash from Sweden with one of the most guttural 
female vocalists I’ve ever heard! There’s no lyric sheet, 
but the song titles, most of which are in English, have 
political themes. The sound quality is refreshingly and 
uncharacteristically raw, giving an extremely powerful 
delivery. Over all, this EP is wickedly powerful and an 
excellent choice to get your ass going first thing in the 
morning! (Dan) 

Distortion Records / Box 129 / 401 22 Gothenburg / 
Sweden 

GEHENNA The War Songs of Light and the Sons of Dark- 
ness CD 

This is essentially a collection of hard-to-find and out-of- 
print tracks from this politically-inspired hardcore band 
from San Diego. Musically they play a droning hardcore 


style that is a mixture of the modern straightedge sound, 
and a more atmospheric style emphasized by their lengthy 
songs. Lyrically, this band takes on a political subject 
matter, with a perspective that approaches hopeless des- 
peration from the bottom of the social-economic ladder. 
(Dan) 

Crimethlnc. /2695 Rangewood Drive /Atlanta, G A 30345 

GENOCIDE S.S. Another Fucking EP T 
Six power-filled blasts by this thrash band from Sweden. 
There’s no lyric sheet, in fact only three of six song titles 
printed on the cover, combined with the quasi-fascist 
imagery and song titles like “Stormtrooper” and ‘These 
Boots...”, really make me wonder what ideological ten- 
dencies this band follows. It’s like listening to Slayer be- 
cause you like the music, ail the while humming along to 
verses proclaiming torture, genocide, and mass murder. 
I’ll trust Distortion not to release fascist bands, but this 
still seems dodgy as hell? (Dan) 

Distortion Records / Box 129 / 401 22 Gothenburg / 
Sweden 

GREENSCAB Kill Preceed Rampage 7” 

A new T from this Swedish thrash band that is a step 
down from the somewhat overkill deathmetal production 
of their CD. With a much more wildly raw sound, 
Greenscab come through with three more of the relent- 
lessly powerful, high-quality thrash songs. Of course the 
lyrics are political and seem to be in English. I really like 
their CD, but this 7" seems to be a much more tolerable 
dose for the uninitiated! (Dan) 

Hepatit D c/o Johnny Christiansen / Mollev^bgstorget 5 
C / 214 24 / Malmo / Sweden 

GUT PIE EARSHOT Anatopia LP 
Going even further than on their last LP, GUTS PIE EAR- 
SHOT delve deeper into the realms of ambiance and lay- 
ered music on the soundtrack LP. They take you from 
relaxing cello bits to maniacal torrents of noise and 
samples. This is extremely well done. Not as up front 
and intense as the last LP and 10”, this is more atmo- 
spheric with less vocals and almost no lyrics. A powerful 
piece of music. (Jon) 

Revolution Inside c/o Le Sabot/ Breitestr. 76/53111 Bonn/ 
Germany. 

H.A.F. Masse Und Rasse LP 

A full length LP from this hardcore band from Berlin that 
combines a wide scope of political-themes in their lyrics 
as well an aptitude for successfully mixing a wide variety 
of music style. With a hint of crust, layered vocal tracks, 
and songs that jump tempos and have fast changing 
melodies, this is definitely one of the more practised and 
thought-out bands going. The lyrics, which include 
Basque autonomy in northern Spain among other topics, 
are mostly written in German and come in a booklet in- 
cluded in the record. This is another one of those bands 
who successfully avoid easy labels, which seem to be 
few and far between nowadays! (Dan) 

Bonzan Records / P.O. Box 26/10413 Berlin / Germany 

HEADACHE s/t LP 

Totally mad!! That is the only way to describe this. The 
entire experience of HEADACHE is mad. The music is 
discordant and choppy with catchy jazzy bits countered 
with full on raging thrash with insane screaming vocals. 
There is absolutely no way to predict what will come next 
when listening to this. The package comes complete with 
a nice two-color jacket, lyric booklet with excellent art- 
work and lyrics that are sarcastic and biting. But the prize 
bonus of this package is the cardboard pop-up assembly 
to decorate your turntable with (but it doesn’t work if you’re 
a cunt). This is my fave so far this year, turn it up and 
enjoy. (Jon) 

Flat Earth Records/ P.O. Box 1 69/ Bradford/ BD7 1 YS / UK. 

HELLNATION Your Chaos Days Are Numbered LP 
Well, Hellnation is back with their 3rd full length release; 
and what a hot slab it is. These guys are all about push- 
ing fast and furious HC to the limit. 37 tracks clocking in 
at about 1 5 minutes!! In your face and to the point lyrics. 
Amazing! (Kerry R.) 

Sound Pollution / P.O. Box 17742 / Covington, KY41017 
HELLSHIT Hellish Hate 7” 

Excuse the goofy name and generic cover. Solid hardcore 
from Sweden that doesn’t make me go nuts, but is a pleas- 
ant listen nonetheless. (Kerry R.) 

MCR Co. / 157 Kamiagu Maizuru / Kyoto 624 / Japan 


HERETICAL RESPONSE Envision T 
Angry hardcore punk with an extremely raw and jagged 
edge. The lyrics are extremely political, with subjects 
like animal liberation, the ethnic massacres of Rwanda, 
and CIA implications in the drug/gang wars in U.S. cities, 
each with a lengthy description and supportive writing 
inside the booklet type cover. A very nice release with 
the writing on the record sleeve being just as well thought 
out as the music on the record. (Dan) 

Goat Lord / P.O. Box 14230 / Atlanta, GA 30324-1230 

INVASORES DE CEREBROS s/t 7" 

Fast punk rock from Brazil with a heavy street punk influ- 
ence. Most of the lyrics are in Portuguese and seem to 
have political and antifascist themes from the graphics 
on the lyric sheet. The do one English song, which is a 
cover of the Stooges’ “I Wanna Be Your Dog" played as 
fast as I’ve ever heard it! The package ins among the 
fanciest I’ve seen from Brazil. Making it look more like a 
Japanese release. (Dan) 

Desculpe Atura Records c/o Fabio R. Sampaio / Cx Postal 
344 / Guarulhos, S.P / CEP: 07111-970 / Brazil 

IRSTAS Unluck 10" 

Old school Finnish hardcore punk that brings back fond 
memories of Terveet Kadet and Rattus. Seventeen tracks 
of brutal thrash without any of the metal or crust influ- 
ences of most bands doing this style nowadays. The 
lyrics are very short political rants and are sung (or rather 
screamed) in English. A fairly competent recording from 
beginning to end. (Dan) 

E Records / Box 50 / 90251 Oulu / Finland 

JUGGLING JUGULARS / MACHINE GUN ETTIQUE 

split 10" 

The Juggling Jugulars material here is from the New Toys 
CD release. If you’ve never heard that, or anything from 
this band, I’ll refresh your memory. JJ are from Finland 
and play hardcore punk that is both politically angry and 
has an upbeat positive attitude that we can make a dif- 
ference. Machine Gun Ettique are from Glasgow, Scot- 
land and play a melodic variety of punk with a raw and 
angry bite to it. Their own description of themselves for 
this record is Ten inches, five tracks, four retards, and 
three chords. I think they underestimate their own abili- 
ties here! (Dan) 

Campary Records / Freidrichstr. 110 / 40217 Diisseldorf 
/ Germany 

KATHODE / VOIDD split 7” 

Whoa. This is total brutal death metal type stuff. Kathode 
(ex-Nema??) are more gut wrenching d. metal; done well 
for this type of stuff. Voidd (Japan) has a little more of a 
grind style going on. Grind nuts go for this! (Kerry R.) 
MCR Co. / 157 Kamiagu Maizuru / Kyoto 624 / Japan 

KISMET HC Same Rage Different Age cassette 
Years ago we almost put out a record from this band, 
who incidentally come from the same town as Discharge, 
but they suddenly disappeared without explanation. Ac- 
cording to the info with this new demo cassette, they were 
side tracked by life for the past few years, but are now 
back together playing energetic and political punk rock, 
probably somewhat smarter and wiser. Musically this 
continues in their old spirit of noisy and fast punk rock 
with lyrics which attack many subjects not ordinarily cov- 
ered in the black and white world of punk politics. There 
are five rough and raw studio tracks, three “live and drunk" 
cover songs, a studio project song, two songs from the 
split LP with Negative Stance, a six more studio tracks 
from 1 996. This tape does a good job at reopening an 
old book, yet a less noisy recording would help a bit. (Dan) 
Fluff / 76A Couldon Ave. / Bradwell / Newcastle Under 
Lyme / Staffordshire ST5 8JN / Great Britain (or) Steve 
D-Fekt / Flat 2, 27 High Street / Tunstail. Stoke-on-Trent 
/ ST6 5TE / Great Britain 

LOQUIERO Temor Morboso A La Exposcion Public CD 
This is not your run of the mill band at all. They really 
have a innovative approach to their music which only at 
times reminds of He/ punk; however the punk spirit shines 
through. The lyrical approach is more of a personal ac- 
count of life in Argentina; fucked up shit. Definately worth 
checking out!! (Kerry R.) 

Loquero c/o Chary / 9 de Julio 7779 /C.P. 7600/ Mar Del 
Plata / Bs As / Argentina 

LOST WORLD Capitalism is the Disease double7" 
Anarchopunk from Germany with as many melodic influ- 


ences as crust or thrash and a level of sincerity not 
achieved by many bands anymore (if ever)! Never a dull 
moment on this record as the music transcends rigid style 
categories and the female vocalist does an excellent job 
expressing a wide range of emotion in the delivery, al- 
though mostly in the form of angry shouting. This is a 
double 7" and has the sort of exquisite packaging any- 
thing touched by the magic hands of Skuld Releases. 
Inside the gatefold cover is a large booklet which includes 
the lyrics (translations printed in Italian, German and 
English), as well as some excellent graphical statements. 
Quite a remarkable release that does wonders not to fall 
into an easily pigeonholed genre. (Dan) 

Skuld Releases / Profane Existence Records 

MASSACRE 68 No estamos confomaes LP cassette 
This is fuckin’ great! A re-release of they’re ultra rare 
1 989 LP. 1 4 Tracks of fast, powerful, h/c punk by Mexico’s 
pioneers of mad thrash. The lyrics are intelligent, politi- 
cal, and appear in Spanish with English translations. 
Highly recommended and now readily accessible cour- 
tesy of: Sin Fronteros P.O. Box 8004 Minneapolis MN. 
55408 (Joe) 

MEXICAN POWER AUTHORITY Haiku... GesundheitCD 
An amazing 99 tracks in 74 minutes! This Is a proper 
discography of material record 1991-1997 by the this band 
from BC, Canada. MPA have one member from the Neos 
who were a great band in their own right during in the 
1980’s. That aside, they play a style that builds on their 
old school roots, with one fast hardcore tracks right after 
the next. There’s no room for the lyrics in the packaging, 
but there is extensive information the original of all the 
recordings contained herein. I should mention also that 
this CD does not come in a conventional jewel case pack- 
age as there is no plastic involved other than the CD 
itself. You really get you money’s worth here with an 
immense amount of classic punk packed ont his one CD. 
(Dan) 

Ragamuffin Soldier Records / 11 Reiber Crescent / 
Willowdaie, ONT / M2H 1C3 / Canada 

MOL Dos Mundos 7” Very emotional (in a not so emo 
way) HC with an experimental edge from Spain here. Of 
course there is that trademark Spanish HC sound (which 
I love!!). Criteai and intelligent lyrics and dare 1 say artsy 
packaging pulls it all together nicely. Great stuff!! (Kerry 
R.) 

Mala Raza / Apdo. Postal 6037 / 50080 Zaragoza / Spain 

MUCKSPREADER s/t 7" 

A relatively new band from the UK which has the infamy 
of having the same drummer as Amebix and Zygote. 
Musically rriid-tempo punk rock with layered vocals and 
a hauntingly melodic style somewhat similar to Zygote. 
There is unfortunately no lyric sheet or further informa- 
tion on the band. (Dan) 

Anonymous Records / 21 Greenholm Ave. / Clarkston, 
Glasgow G76 7AJ / Scotland / Great Britain 

NOTOKEN Resiste Juan Resiste 7” 

Well, Notoken have been kicking around for a while now, 
but this is their first vinyl release; which is exciting to see. 
They play a unique brand of punk which is filthy and full 

of anger. Recommended for those who dare (Kerry 

R.) 

Chivolo Discos / Jose Jiminez / P.O. Box 09-01-16478 / 
Guayaquil / Equador 

OUTERMOST / RUIDO DE ODIO split Noisy EP 7” 

You might already be familiar with R.D.O.(from Equador) 
through their other releases. Ultra distorted/ noise vo- 
cals over fast, noisy blasts. Not for the weak (or some- 
one who only appreciates over produced crap for that 
matter)! Outermost are from Japan don’t even bother 
with ‘music’. Pure electronic noise. Pretty scary shit that 
I would have to file under uneasy listening. (Kerry R.) 
Chivplo Discos / Jose Jiminez / P.O. Box 09-01-16478 / 
Guayaquil / Equador 

OUTLAST s/t 7" 

Swedish hardcore of the modern straightedge sound, al- 
though quite raw and brutal for this style, and completely 
lacking the death-metal type production that has de- 
stroyed many good bands of this genre. Lyrics are mainly 
political, but sometimes written in a personal perspec- 
tive, and come with written^explanations as well. This 
record only comes with Inside Front #10. (Dan) 

See zine reviews for address. 


PIEKLO KOBIET Sacrifice Religinjna Ofiara 7” 

Wow! This ep is incredible. Totally heavy and fast 
anarcho-crust with amazing screaming dual female vo- 
cals. This is metal as hell, but done in a good style which 
comes across completely powerful. Totally militant 
anarcha-feminist lyrics and graphics. Great packaging 
too with a big fold-out cover that comes with a patch and 
a condom. Search this out! (Jon) 

Tutajteraz Records/ Rafal Kaminski/ P.O. Box 47/ 04 520 
Warszawa 106/ Poland. 

PUKE St&fld Mot En Vagg double 7* 

An early influence of nearly every Swedish punk band, 
but almost completely unknown everywhere else! The 
double EP release is basically the demo cassette from 
1984 released on vinyl. Musically this is extremely raw 
and brutal thrash from the days when Anti-Cimex, Crude 
S.S. and the Bedrovlers reigned supreme. Their later 7" 
and LP are practically Impossible to find, so you may as 
well content yourself with this material, which is awesome 
•in its own right! (Dan) 

Hepatit D c/o Johnny Christiansen / Mollev&bgstorget 5 
C / 214 24 / Malmo / Sweden 

RADIO AVANA H Tuo Nuovo Territorio 7" 

Awesome HC in the new school Italian tradition (- the 
ska-punk song) that flows along nicely and rocks well. 
Another good one from this label!! (Kerry R.) 
Applequince Records C/O M. Leonardi-Cp 7-Centro / 
01100 Viterbo / Italy 

RED LIGHT s/t 7” 

Slow dirge from this Polish band. Heavy as nails with a 
plodding bass and eerie guitar leads. The lyrics with 
English translations are anguishing person tirades. Lots 
of info in Polish here, which I unfortunately cannot com- 
ment on. Nice poster sleeve with lots of black graphics. 
(Jon) 

Malarie Records/ Martin Valasek/ ul. Gladiolowa 22/ 60- 
175 Poznan/ Poland. 

RED STAIN Dean End 7" 

Fast and pounding music with strong vocals. A band from 
Australia that has a third of their lyrics on the inner sleeve 
written in Japanese (I think?). Slightly wanky guitar tracks 
but it works with this. It doesn’t knock me on my ass but 
is sure as hell isn’t something you want to pass up with- 
out a good listen to. (duke) 

Spiral Objective / PO Box 126 / Oaklands Park / South 
Australia / 5046 

ROMANTIC GORILLA s/t CD 

Well, after a split LP and 7”, this 3/4 female act from Ja- 
pan now have a full length release out. This CD is remi- 
niscent of modern hyper speed HC and fits well with 
Sound Pollutions agenda. Musically its pretty intense 
and well played. Lyrically it is pretty infantile; nonethe- 
less its really good for this genre. (Kerry R.) 

Sound Pollution /P.O. Box 17742 /Covington, KY 41017 

SAKE / SUBMISSION HOLD split LP 
Submission Hold never cease to amaze me. Every new 
release gets more creative and interesting. This is unique 
and innovative music. Jen’s voice is beautiful, clear and 
strong. They approach political topics with attitudes that 
still inspire and never tire your mind with things like imita- 
tion or repetition. For those of you that need some sort of 
comparison, think of Guts Pie Earshot, but I’ve been lis- 
tening to Submission Hold for many years more ‘cause 
they’ve been a solid mainstay for quite some time now... 
Sake. ...now this is the first time I’ve heard them. Raging 
female vocals and slow to mid-paced music with a pretty 
heavy edge to it. Good shit. Both sides of this release 
are worth regular play, and will get it on my turn table! 
(duke) 

Hopscotch records / PO Box 1143 / Cardiff, CA/ 92007 
SHEAR East Coast ‘97 7” 

Heavy doubled bassed drums crossed with heavy riffage 
and the occasional lick. Fueled by an angry vocalist bark- 
ing English. This really reminds me of newer HC bands 
like Strife; but this shits much better!!!! (Kerry R.) 
Applequince Records C/O M. Leonardi-Cp 7-Centro / 
01100 Viterbo / Italy 

SHORT HATE TEMPER / SLIGHT SLAPPERS split 1 2" 
About 10 minutes of thrash noise a piece by Short Hate 
Temper from Austin and Slight Slappers from Tokyo. 
S.H.T. belt out nine tracks of all out thrash, with strongly 
political and angry vocals belting out song after pissed 


off song. The flipside is also thrash of an equally fero- 
cious intensity, with a layered guitar production that nearly 
rivals the power of Discharge’s “Hear Nothing... “ LP! Of 
the nine tracks, only three have translated lyrics which 
are both personal and socially political. All in all an ear- 
shock times ten, with never a dull moment for recovering 
those thrash-shattered nerves — my usually indifferent 
canine was even moved into an excited frenzy! (Dan) 
Sound Pollution / P.O. Box 1 7742 / Covington, KY 41 01 7 

SICKOIDS God Bless Oppression LP 
Old school hardcore punk that would be right at home on 
the “Welcome to 1 984” or “Peace” comp LPs. We had to 
control ourselves frdm pogoing in the office after I wrapped 
the phone cord around my ankle and nearly pulled the 
computer and fax machine down with me! The Sickoids 
are from Italy and the previous release I heard from them 
was a split 7" with Crunch (the thrash band of this name). 
The lyrics are all in Italian and are about punk rock, squat- 
ting, and anarchy. (Dan) 

Agipunk c/o Milani Gianpiero / 27100 Pavia / Italy 

SIN DIOS Guerra A La Guerra CD 
After a few years of absence, Sin Dios is back with a 
bang. 19 tracks of fast, tight, and innovative HC that 
only bands from Spain seem to be able to produce. I’ll 
admit that I liked the LP before this a bit more, but this 
ones still great. This CD is only half a musical effort as it 
includes a 64 page lyric booklet with extensive text dis- 
cussing the Spanish Civil War and other relative anar- 
chist subjects. This is a really inspiring release; above 
and beyond what most bands produce these days. 
(Kerry) 

Sin Dios / Apsd. 1 8251 / 28080 Madrid / Spain 

SKITSYSTEM / WOLFPACK split 7 M 
We lovingly refer to these newest Distortion Records re- 
leases as punk rock ear candy around P.E.H.Q. as this is 
only the latest contender in a long line of Scandi-thrash 
knockouts! Skitsystem undisputedly play some of the 
most raw and aggressive thrash Sweden has ever pro- 
duced (I should think punk export plays highly in the GNP 
of Sweden), with three mad blasts here being no less 
brutal than their previous recordings. Woffpack play more 
of an early Anti-Cimex style thrash with one track here 
from their new CD and one I’ve not heard before. As far 
as I can tell, both bands have political lyrics, but I’ve seen 
nothing to make me believe they follow through in day to 
day life. (Dan) 

Distortion Records / Box 1 29 / 401 22 Gothenburg/ Swe- 
den 

SLAGANFALL/SCUMBRIGADE split 10” 

A full on thrash attack from Sweden. Both bands play full 
throttle crust/hardcore with multiple male and female vo- 
cals, raw guitars and a d-beat cracking at top speed. 
SCUMBRIGADE have excellent in-depth lyrics that talk 
about squatting, sedation, fighting back, homophobia, 
fascism, commercialization, and more. Really good and 
inspiring stuff. SLAGANFALL have more short and to 
the point lyrics dealing with machismo, sexism, close- 
mindedness, etc. Great to see powerful new vinyl re- 
leases with good lyrics coming out of Sweden, when it 
seems to be rare lately (with all the apolitical metal laden 
CDs that are so abundant there nowadays). (Jon) 

Dod & UppsvSIld/ P.O. Box 172 10/ 104 62 Stockholm/ 
Sweden. 

SLANG Sapporo City Hardcore - Early Demos LP 
If you have a copy of their T reviewed a few issues back, 
you will know this band from Japan really knows how to 
play fast punk rock with a brutal vengeance! The LP 
marks the tenth anniversary for this raging Sapporo City 
band, digging up the early demo recordings here. In- 
cluded are 13 songs of the utmost wicked punk rock with 
influence of heavier bands of the time, from the UK. 
Scandinavia and Japan. Very nice indeed. (Dan) 
Straight-Up Records / Kowa Building 2F / Minami-2 Nfshi- 
1 / Chou-Ku, Sappporo 060 / Japan 

SOCIAL INFESTATION s/t 7” 

A volatile combination of hardcore, thrash and crust back 
up an angry, political and urgently delivered message, 
belted out by multiple vocalists. This has a unique style 
to it, but also captures some of the best sounds of both 
Dystopia and Antischism — an unlikely but wonderful com- 
bination! The lyrics are well-written and very open and 
up front with the political message with themes against 
authoritarianism, animal cruelty, and suffering through a 


despair-filled existence. This also comes with a small 
poster, which is a collage covering a variety of social and 
political themes, and the cover lists address for various 
activist and support groups. (Dan) 

Goatlord / P.O. Box 14230 / Atlanta, GA 30324-1 230 

STEEKY/STOMACH split CD 
STEEKY are from Northern Ireland and play poppy punk 
rock with sing along vocals and a raw sound. STOM- 
ACH are from Dublin Ireland and play in a similar style 
but with a bit more gruff vocals. Both bands play four 
songs that come across strong, but there are no lyrics 
provided. (Jon) 

Rejected Records/ 9 Woodlands Avenue/ Dun Laoghaire/ 
Co. Dublin/ Ireland. 

TAMPERE S.S. Kuollut & Kuopattu 7" 

A reissue of the demo cassette from this Finnish band, 
originally recorded and released in 1 983. Raw, mid-tempo 
to fast punk rock in the Finnish tradition with compari- 
sons to the early Rattus EP’s. There’s no lyrics and not a 
whole lot to the package in general, but worth a listen 
nonetheless. (Dan) 

Havoc Records / P.O. Box 8585 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 

TAMPERE S.S. Sotaa 7" 

A reissue of this 1 983 EP from this Finnish band that has 
a raw thrash punk sound like they used make in the early 
80’s (as this was!). Included in this one are lyrics, which 
are political in nature, and are sung in English. Not monu- 
mental compared to today’s standards, although it gets 
high marks among other classic EP’s of this era. We 
have received two version of this record for review, one 
from Fight Records in Finland and the other on Havoc. 
The sound quality and packaging of the Finnish version 
are slightly better than the Havoc release, although hardly 
noticeable overall. (Dan) 

Havoc Records / P.O. Box 8585 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 
or Fight Records /Turtolanmaenkatu 6 D 31 / Fin-33710 
Tampere / Finland 

TEAR ME DOWN Morire Di Toiieranza 1 0” 

It seems that the old school HC thing is pretty big in Italy 
these days. To this day I am always eager to hear new 
music from Italy. Musically their 80’s straight edge influ- 
ence shows (as well all the X’s on the back cover) ,but I 
am left pleasantly surprised by moving graphics and in- 
telligent lyrics in the booklet. A Los Crudos cover lets 
you understand a bit what their about. Crucial shit!! (Kerry 
R.) 

Applequince Records C/O M. Leonardi-Cp 7-Centro / 
01100 Viterbo / Italy 

UP TO DATE ..Quanta Cenere 7” 

These are some tracks from their split cassette with Ne- 
crosis making their way to vinyl. Amazing hardcore played 
fast and desperate; combining all the elements of great 
HC/punk. (Kerry R.) 

Get one from Antonio/ Via Rio Rosso 37 / 98040 S. Pietro 
Di Milazzo (ME) /Italy 

UUTUUS Loppo On Lahetla LP 
Crushing thrash keeping with the raw and brutal tradition 
of the Finish scene! 23 Tracks each as mad as the next, 
with an unrelenting beat, crunching guitars and thunder- 
ing bass. Lyrics are short 4-6 liners about, Government 
oppression, anti-work, fascism, etc.. (Joe) 

Genet records P.O. Box 447 Ghent 1 Belgium 

WOLFPACK Lycanthro Punk CD 
Like a anarchopunk dream: Open up the wrapper, smell 
the non-milk chocolate sweetness, and then take a huge 
bite of the crunchy punk rock candy... mmm... feel the 
goodness as it spreads throughout your body... A sec- 
ond full length release, with twelve new tracks of blister- 
ing Swedish punk rock, from the latest band fronted by 
Jonsson of Anti-Cimex and Shitlickers fame. Yes, it’s more 
‘dis’-core from Sweden, it’s been done a thousand times 
before., but never as good as this! It is evident that PE 
nomenclature is spreading everywhere with the lyrics 
“Making punk a threat again, So bloody drunk complete 
insane”. Yeah, maybe they miss the point, but it’s written 
with good intentions! The rest of the lyrics on this CD are 
more straightforward in a political stance than previous 
releases. (Dan) 

Distortion Records / Box 1 29 / 401 22 Gothenburg / Swe- 
den 

XEIMEPIA VAPKN Hibernation 7" 

Heavy mid-past to pretty fast, kinda metally sounding punk 


with lyrics about war. Good production and musically tal- 
ented folks. A pretty good first release for this band. I 
hope they keep it coming, (duke) 

Malarie Records / Gladiolowa 22 / 60-175 Poznan / Po- 
land 

V/A Cidade Maravilhosa? 7" 

A Brazilian anarchopunk compilation with four bands from 
Rio De Janeiro. Included are three tracks each from 
M.P.O., Atentado Violento, Protesto Suburbano, and Sub 
Attitude. Musically similar to many other Brazilian street 
punk and thrash bands, with songs about punk, life, and 
resistance. Quite a well-made sampler offer more than 
just one song from each band. (Dan) 

Hard Caos c/o Fred & Vanessa Pink / Cx Postal 68506 / 
ACF: Grimaldi / S§o Paulo - SP / CEP: 03271-990 / Bra- 
zil 

V/A Comuntcacion 7” 

A nice comp with four bands from Spain; a8 political. Great 
HC accompanied with a really nice package loaded full 
of info on free radio In Spain (hence the record title ‘com- 
munication’) and due space for each band. Good shit!! 
(Kerry R.) 

Mala Raza / Apdo. Postal 6037 / 50080 Zaragoza / Spain\ 

V/A Crimethlnc. In Our Time LP 
A compilation 12" from Crimethlnc. with a theme of re- 
sisting standardization and celebrating nonconformist 
rebellion. Side 1 contains tracks of the raw metal-influ- 
enced harcore from European bands such as Congress, 
Timebomb, Systrai, and Final Exit. On the other side 
more are lengthy tracks by American bands playing in a 
similarly brutal style like Damad, Jesuit, and Gehenna. 
Aside from a large booklet with information from the bands 
(each band does several pages as opposed to just print- 
ing their lyrics), there is also a Crimethlnc. “propoganda 
reader” with information on the theme of the record. (Dan) 
Crimethlnc. / 2695 Rangewood Drive / Atlanta, GA 30345 

V/A In the Spirit of Total Resistance CD 
Not to be confused with the P.E. benefit double 7” of the 
same name, this CD is a new project released by Barri- 
cade Books in Australia as a benefit for the Native Ameri- 
can Indian Movement political prisoner Leonard Peltier. 
The music is by mostly new Australian bands playing quite 
a variety of punk music, from melodic, to folk, to ska, to 
hardcore, to raw punk, etc... you get the picture- all are 
good and enjoyable. It comes with a booklet with info on 
the bands and Leonard Peltier’s case and history. A good 
cause and show of support to a case that hasn’t gotten 
much publicity lately as well as a good sample of some 
of what’s going on in Australia bandwise. Recommended. 
(Jon) $15 (world) from: 

Spiral Objective Mailorder/ P.O. Box 126/Oaklands Park/ 
SA 5046/ Australia. 

V/A Rejected Vol. 2 CD 

A massive compilation here featuring 30 plus bands 
mostly from Ireland, England, and Europe. Some of the 
best tracks are from Bambi, Das Clown, Paranoid Visions, 
One By One, Suffer, Bleeding Rectum, Beyond Descrip- 
tion, Ripcord, Wat Tyler, Jackbeast (especially for the 
name!) and loads more, but lots of mediocre shit as well. 
All in all, a good sampler. (Jon) 

Rejected Records/ 9 Woodlands Avenue/ Dun Laoghaire/ 
Co. Dublin/ Ireland. 

V/A Southeast Hardcore, Fuck Yeah! 

A compilation of hardcore bands from the southeastern 
corner of the US with tracks from Eurich, Platka, Cavity, 
Ansojuan, Asshole Parade, End of the Century Party and 
Inhumanity. You’re basically facing a whole slew of short 
and quick blasts of angry hardcore thrash that paint a 
small portrait of each band. There are also two small 
posters included, one about the regional theme of this 
record, the other with the bands’ lyrics. There’s not much 
more I can say as you should probably check this one 
out for yourself! (Dan) 

Goat Lord / P.O. Box 14230 / Atlanta, GA 30324-1 230 

V/A You, Who Are Innocent What Have You Done Wor- 
thy of Death? 7" 

An animal liberation theme EP which is a benefit for Vegan 
Outreach and Farm Sanctuary organizations. Included 
are tracks from Upset, Morning Again, Detestation, The 
Ko Losi, and Capitalist Casualties. The cover is a actu- 
ally a booklet which includes animal rights information, 
an introduction to the groups being benefited, as well as 


the bands’ lyrics. Musically this is above average and 
the package is quite informative as well. (Dan) 

$3 ppd from Catchphraze / P.O. Box 533 / Waddell, AZ 
85355 (or) Rehash / 1205 E. Hubbell St. / Phoenix, AZ 
85006 

V/A Zoro Benefit 7” 

The Zoro is a great venue in Leipzig Germany that started 
as a squat and is now licensed. The place is run collec- 
tively and has a real sense of community about it with 
lots of activities going on there as well as gigs. This ep is 
benefit for the high costs of maintaining the building un- 
der the constant pressure of the city council breathing 
down their necks. The five bands featured here have 
more or less played there over the past couple of years 
and play varying styles of punk rock from melodic to crust 
to hardcore- Slum Gang, Corpus Vile (UK), Pink Flamin- 
gos, Cadaver Corpse and Lazy Man’s Load (Germany). 
It comes with a cool fold-out package with info and pho- 
tos of the building and band info. Check it out. (Jon) 
Distributed by: Andre Sieg/ Postfach 26/ 04251 Leipzig/ 
Germany. 

fOISOIf PLANET TAPES 

Ty Smith, former drummer of RESIST, STARVED & 
DILERIOUS and various other bands, has been quite 
active in the scene for years. Aside from playing drums, 
Ty has also produced a zine and in the past year has 
started Poison Planet tapes. This being a tape distribu- 
tion which offers a cheap solution for those who cannot 
afford — or even find — records and CD’s of some of the 
better punk/hardcore bands. Ty has released quite a few 
titles over the past year and I have chosen to give a run 
down on many of the tapes he has sent to us. Because 
most of these releases have already been reviewed in 
their original format, I am generally giving only a brief 
description of what each tape is. The number following 
each review denotes which length of tape each release 
is recorded on. They are all $3 ppd in the U.S ($4 over- 
seas). Ty also has an extensive list of other tapes, 
records, and CD’s available, so send a stamp or IRC for 
a full list. (Dan) 

Contact Poison Planet c/o Ty Smith / P.O. Box 7163 / 
Oakland, CA 94601 

ACID Grey Earth cassette 

Powerful Japanese crust — includes 1 1 tracks from their 
rare 12” of the same title, plus 5 tracks from the Get Back 
the Discharged Arrow compilation LP. (C-45) 

AMNESTY Vile Perspective cassette 
This is the only one of the Poison Planet tapes we have 
received that has not been previously released. Amnesty 
is a relatively recent band formed by Ty, with Ward from 
Resist, and Shane from Phobia and this tape is of their 
first demo recorded a couple years back. Musically, the 
six songs here are in the vein of earty Hiatus and Doom, 
with a really raw and brutal edge to it. There are no lyrics 
provided with this tape, although the titles and artwork 
give away the political nature of lyrical subjects, for ex- 
ample the song “Piss on Your Grave” which is an ode to 
the deceased Ian Stewart of Skrewdriver infamy. I have 
since heard later — and much better — recordings from 
this band, but this Is the first \ have seen available to the 
public and still worth checking out, (C-30) 

BASTARD Wind of Pain cassette 
Powerful Discharge-influenced crust from Tokyo, Japan. 
Includes their highly sought after Wind of Pain 12" and 
Controlled in the Frame V. (C-30) 

DEVOID OF FAITH Discography cassette 
Contains 25 tracks of intense hardcore from this upstate 
NY band. Pretty much the same material on the discog- 
raphy CD as is on here. (C-90) 

FORCA MACABRA Thrash Till Death / Alive! cassette 
Basically the alter-ego’s of Finnish thrash band Selfish, 
Forca Macabra are a tribute to classic Brazilian punk rock, 
following in the footsteps of the legendary Armagedom. 
This tape has 44 tracks captured in decent live record- 
ings from 1 995-1 996. (C-90) 

FORCA MACABRA Para Atacar cassette 
Their 11 -song demo recorded in 1993, which includes 
their own Brazilian-HC tribute songs (sung in Portuguese) 
as well as covers of classics from Armagedom, 
Lobotomia, and R.D.P. (C-30) 



sic are interviews with many artists, activists, bands, and 
organizers of ABC No Rio, which paints a broad picture 
of the type of events that take place there. Each band 
has several songs on the tape, which include tracks from 
Drop Dead, Profits of Misery, Nekhei Naatza, Avail, Dirt, 
One By One, Citizen Fish, and Aus-Rotten. [For more 
Information on ABC No Rio and the benefit, see pages 
14 and 15). This tape is available in both USA and Euro- 
pean system, so there’s no excuse not get this and sup- 
port No Rio today! (Dan) 

Tribal War c/o 1951 W. Burnside / Box 1945 / Portland, 
OR / 97209 


HAIL OF RAGE discography cassette 
A collection of 1 9 tracks from this crusty thrash band from 
New England. Contains their 7" and split 7" material as 
well as their track on the “Fucking Noise Terror” CD. (C- 
30) 


LIFE SENTENCE Punks for Profit cassette 
A discography cassette release from one of Chicago’s 
most famous punk rock bands. Includes their 1 986 self- 
titled 12", their 1989 No Experience Necessary LP, and 
their 1991 More Punks for Profit EP. A good chance to 
hear a highly influential band of their time that is now 
almost totally unheard of today! (C-60) 


MASSKONTROLL Will You Ever Learn? cassette 
The incredibly popular Swedish influenced hardcore band 
from Portland, Oregon that is nearly impossible to find 
their releases on any format. Includes the LP of the same 
name, their split flexi tracks with Battle of Disarm, and 
their 10" side from the Fear, Persuasion,.. Double 10" 
comp. The only tracks this doesn’t have are on the War- 
path 7" which will most likely always be available from 
Havoc Records. (C-60) 

NO SECURITY Best of '85**93 cassette 
The title pretty much says it all, with just about every stu- 
dio recording plus a half dozen live tracks from this politi- 
cal thrash band from Sweden. Pretty much the same 
awesome stuff as on that dodgy CD, although some songs 
have been re-recorded, and released on a label worth 
supporting! (C-90) 

ONE BY ONE In it for Life D.IY cassette 
A collection of live and compilation tracks from this highly 
political and intelligent band from the UK. One of my 
personal favorites. (C-90) 

SELFISH Anarchy & Destruction cassette 
A 1 3-track tape of high-speed thrash from this Finish band 
that borrows a sound from their Scandinavian neighbors* 
i.e. early Anti-Cimex and the Shitfickers. Studio and live 
recordings from 1992-1993. (C-45) 

S.O.B. Raging in Hell cassette 

A discography from this Japanese thrash band from 1986- 
1990. Includes the tracks from the Napalm Death split 
flexi, “Suck up Brain” 7" and everything after that? (C-90) 

SVART SNd Nemeists Divina cassette 
The 1991 LP release of the same title from this highly 
powerful and extremely political band from Sweden. More 
musical maturity that their Dis-cione counterparts makes 
this perhaps the most ground-breaking Swedish punk 
release since Anti-Cimex’s Victims EP. (C-30) 

SVART SNO Besser Wisser cassette 
Their second full-length LP (well, CD actually) from 1 994, 
showing a great leap in musical proficiency and ability to 
play aggressive political punk with a refreshing sound 
that is uniquely different. (C-30) 
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Various Alt Crusties Spending Loud Night 97 

Thirty minutes of live footage from four Japanese politi- 
cal thrash bands, recorded at what appears to be quite 
an insane gig in September of last year. The bands are 
Crocodile Skink, Disclose, Gloom, and Life, all playing 
varying degrees of totally insane, distorted thrash punk. 
No geeks in sneakers allowed here, as studs, spikes and 
chains rule the mosh pit here! Because of the live re- 
cording, the sound quality is pretty poor, and doesn’t do 
any justice for bands like Disclose which already play 
distorted to the max. In short, this 30 minute video packs 
the promised brutal intensity of sitting on an unexploded 
atom bomb! (Dan) 

Crust War Records / 1 306, 1 -5-6 Hanazonokita / Nishinari- 
Ku, Osaka City 577 / Japan This release is distributed 
by MCR, and with all MCR releases, it means you can 
probably get it cheapest through Sound Pollution Records. 

Various The Art of Revolution 

An extremely well constructed video which has both mu- 
sical and documentary elements, being about and a ben- 
efit for ABC No Rio community art space in New York 
City. The bands on the tape are all recorded at No Rio 
and includes some vintage footage of Oi Polloi and Bom 
Against from the early days of doing punk and hardcore 
shows at the space. Interspersed between the live mu- 
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Rakuunatie 55 B 44 / 20720 Hut / Hnland 




Compiled by 
the HIPPYCORB KREW 


NEW RELEASES: ★OUT APRIL & MAY ★ CLASSIC REPRINTS 


RESIST Ignorance is Bliss LP 
A 90's classic! The second full 
length LP from the band that put 
Portland on the proverbial 
anarchopunk map! A new 
pressing, with the same impressive 
fold-out cover, and a full on- 
slaught of angry punk rock noise! 

$9 (Postage-Included) 


DETETESTATION LP & CD 
A new full-length LP from this 
outspoken anarchopunk band from 
Portland. CD also contains tracks 
from their 7-inch and splits with 
Abuso Sonoro and 
Substandard. 

$9 (Postage-Included) 


IGNORANCE IS BUSS 


MANUAL SEVEN The Shattering 7-inch 
The debut EP from this new political 
punk band from Philadelphia, PA, 
who play a style in the same vein as 
early Civil Disobedience. 

$3.50 (Postage included) 


S.S.T. Shut up and Drink LP 
London punk with a classic sound 
of early 80's Riot City bands 
(Chaos UK, etc.). Twelve pogo- 
along punk tunes, with angry, 
political lyrics, and two versions of 
their anthem "Beer”!!! 
$9 (Postage included) 


STATE OF THE UNION LP 
The new full-length LP of tormented 
and desperate utterances from the 
gutters and alleywas of Seattle, WA. 
A much more pwerful take on their 
dystopic style of agaonizing 
hardcore. 

$9 (Postage Included) 


DOOM Police Bastard 7" 
First released in 1989 by Profane 
Existence and AYF Records, this 
has gone on to become one of the 
most popular anarchopunk 
records of the last decade. Five 
tracks of classic Doom. 
$3.50 (Postage included) 
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af the Union 


COMING VERY, VERY SOON: 

REACT 7-INCH 

Former members of Deformed 
Conscience and The Pist play Scandi- 
thrash with M/F vocals and poetically 
political lyrics. 


OUT NOW FROM LOIN CLOTH PRESS 


(The printed propaganda arm of the PE collective) 

Making Punk a Threat Again 

The First Book by the Profane Existence Collective, made up of the best articles, 
flyers, pamphlets and graphics of the first four year of P.E. A 138-Page outline 
of our plans to 'seize state power and give it away in exchange beer, sex, and 
loud distortion!" $10 (Postage Included) 


Soy Not Oi! vegan cookbook 

A long, long time ago, the Creators of Hippycore produced one of the finest 
vegan-punk rock cookbooks on the planet. Through the darkest alchemy and 
shady back-room dealing, PE has returned this essential piece of literature to 
life. Included within are vegan nutrition information, a homebrew guide, and 
hundreds of recipes designed to destroy the government! 

$3 (postage included) 


For a complete catalog of hundreds of music and print titles we distribute, please send two 32-cent stamps or $1 to: 

PROFANE EXISTENCE • P.O. BOX 8722 • MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 • USA 

Wholesale rates available * In Europe, order wholesale from: 

SKULD RELEASES • MALMSHEIMER STR. 14 • 71272 RENNINGEN • GERMANY 




